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Beauty, like Ice, our Footing does betray; 

Who can tread ſure on the ſmooth ſlippery Way? 

Pleas'd with the Paſſage, we ſlide ſwiftly on? 

And ſee the Dangers which we cannot ſhun. 
Dryden. 
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HE adventures which are rela- 
ted in theſe Memoirs hap- 
pen'd fince the year 1625, * 
will plainly be perceiv'd in the 
— of them, that the author 
intended in ſeveral places not to diſcover thoſe 
be ſpeaks f; but he having frequently been 
wanting of that precaution, the editor 
himſelf obliged more than once to change the 
quality of the perſons, and the date of the 
tranſactions, the better to anſwer the authors 
intent ; however, it has ouly been in ſuch 
places, which it was fear d would give an 
handle for detraction; in all others truth hath 
been exallly followed, and there will be found 
throug hout many the moſt curious circumſtan- 
ces of the moſt noted facts in the hiſtory of 
that tame. | 
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E ſhould very willingly ſatisfy the cu- 
rrofity of thoſe, who may -be-defirons of know- 
ing whoſe Memoirs theſe are, but it is 
not in our power; e e 
firprifig the the anthor ſhould take the ſame | 
precalition to keep himfelf unknown, as he 
hath done to conceal others. We ſhall only add, 
that tho he ſeems to have wrote theſe Me- 
moirs only to repreſent the daxgers and 
rocks of , gal it wail be ſeen} nt af he 
ſets efore us the i condutt of coquets, ſo he 


is not wanting t0 render Juſtice to others, and 
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merce uh. Women, they _ be, Fall 76 0 ex. 
tend to every thing: that hathy relation to the 
conduc} and z, of a man who N 
with the world. ä 


OE A LATE. 
French Nohleman; * 


DIGESTED BY 


ett ttt 2.2 
FE 


AM now cntring my ſixtieth year, 
more weary of the world, for the 
SZ. crolles I have met with in it, than 
on account of my age. Let me then 
ndeavour to enjoy the little time that is yet 


afforded me, by employing my thoughts wholly 


on n thoſe things which may draw me of from 
| worldly 
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wworldly concerns. My life being, as I may 
Aay, a complication of all the misfortunes 
-which the converſation of women expoſes a 
man to, I think it will be of the greateſt uſe, 
both to my ſelf and others, If I recount all 
thoſe adventures ot mine which they engag'd 
me in. Whoſo reads theſe memoirs, will, 
perhaps, warned by my follies, know how 
to avoid the like diſaſters; and I by writing 
them, and calling to mind the ridiculous 
errors we are led into by intrigues, ſhall 
be encouraged to perſiſt in the reſolution I 
have taken of extinguiſhing that curſed incli- 
nation, which 1n ſpight of my age and ex- 
perience might yet bear too great a ſway 
over my judgment; ſo little is the power we 


.approve of, and avoid that evil which we 
F blame. 

Since my deſign in writing theſe memoirs, 
is rather to leave the world an inſtruction 
than an hiſtory, I ſhall conceal my own 
4 name, as well as the names of moſi perſons 
I ſhall ſpeak of: my aim in writing be- 
ing not ſo much the making a recital of my 


1 adventures, as by that recital to direct my 
reader how he ſhall avoid thoſe irregularities | 


J have been guilty of, it would be. unjuſt in 
him, to apply himfelf rather to gueſs at the 


vantage of thofe truths it contains. 


conjec- 


have over our ſelves, to follow that good we 


truth of this hiſtory, than to make his ad- 


I deſire that ſuch as find me out will at 
leaſt be ſo kind as not to dirulge either their | 


13.0 ; 


conjectures: or diſcoveries; and I give them, 
under the ſcal of ſecreſy, all I cannot hide 
from them. 4:20 
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I was born in May, in the year 1625. My 


father, who was deſcended. of one of the 


moſt ancient houſes in the whole kingdom, 
and had an employment in the army, which 
allowed him little leiſure ro look after his 
family, (which conſiſted in a girl and three 
boys) had left that wholly ro my mother; 
the girl being the eldeſt, and I the you 

of the four, He might be worth about four 
hundred © thouſand livres, but had made 
conſiderable ſettlements on my mother, tho 
ſhe brought him but a ſlender fortune. We 
ſcarce knew any thing, before we were in- 
formed how {mall an eſtate we muſt truſt to. 
My mother took care not to be troubled 
with us too long, and having beſtowed her 
daughter into a- nunnery, where ſhe paid 
but little for her board, ſhe look'd for col- 
leges, where her ſons might be educated at 
as cheap a rate. My eldeſt brother, tho' he 
was yet but fifteen, had already engag'd 
himſelf in the army; and my ſecond bro- 


ther and I were plac'd, under the conduct 


of a pricſt, in a little country-rown, where- 
in was a college, to which the prieſt ſent us 
to follow our ſtudies. We were not a little 
look'd upon, tho' our expences were no ways 
extravagant; but beſides that it was known 
what family we were of, ſuch titles were be- 

B 2 ſtowed 


Ha 


ſtowed on us as might occaſion that Diſ- 


tincticn. My brother was call'd a count, and 


Ia knight; for it was not then, as it is now 
- the faſhion, to entitle children to the name 


of abbot, who have no other call to an Ec- 
cleſiaſtical life than that of being younger- 
brothers. 75 hy 
The count, my brother, was no ways in- 
»clin'd nor fit to ſtudy, and all his occupation 
-from morning till night was to vex the poor 
man, with whom we lodgd. As for me, 
J was ſomething more tractable ; and tho' I 
was no enemy to ſports, yet I made a ſhit 
to pleaſe my tutor. The difference that 
was. obſerv'd in our characters, procur'd me 
ſome praiſe ; which being a mortification to 
my brother, occaſion d that hatred he always 
bore me, an inſtance that parents ought 
never to ſend children out together, whoſe 
inclinations are different. The repremands 
an elder brother, who is outdone by his ju- 
-nior, is ſubject to, muſt always be paid for, 
by him who is the innocent cauſe thereof. 
Ny brother was already fifteen and I tour- 
teen years old, when a company of itrollers 
came into that town. 


1 had as yet felt but looſe and uncertain |} 


impreſſions of that paſſion which inclines one 


{cx to the other. It was at the play that 
it began to unfold it ſelf, and make me feel 
ic's rage: and I muſt own, to my ſhame, 
or to that of the graver authors of the tra- 
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gick ſcene, that at the acting of the Cid Y 
began to love in earneſt. The actreſs, who. 
repreſented Chimena, charmed me with her © 
beauty, and the tenderneſs expreſs 'd/in her 
part, I was mov« with compaſſion av her- 


ſufterings; and was methought ſomething 
concern'd that ſhe ſhould be ſo virtuous as 


the author had made her: But that care 
was preſently over. I ſoon underſtood how ] 


that woman who on the [tage expreſs d ſuch 


virtue, had bur little when off. This it was 
that put my poor brain quite out of order. 


What, thougat I, were it then ſo eaſie for 
me to be beloy'd | by that Climena wi is ſo 
cruel to Roderiguo ? Theſe and ſuch like re- 
ſlections wholly employ'd my thoughts; and 


thus I unwittingly ſuck'd in the poiſon or 


debauchery. 

What I experienc i in that tender age, has 
ſince hinder'd my being ſurpriz d, when 1 
have ſeen actreſſes, tho' never fo infamous, be 
courted with ſtronger paſſions than honeſt 


and virtuous women. The part they act on 
the ſtage ſceming to give, as it were, a reliſh - 


to that which they act elſewhere. 
However, I was not old enough to apply 


my ſelf to the Chimena, who had pleaſed 


me ſo well in the repreſeararion of the Cid. 
Beſides, ſhe was always engag'd with ſparks, + 
not ſo young as my ſelf, and whoſe pockets . 
were better furniſh'd tian mine at that - 


time; and foreſeeing that if I preſum'd to 


make love to her without preſenting her 
B 3 with 
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with ſomething, I ſhould be recciv'd but as 


a ſchool-boy, 1 ſought for eaſier amours and 


miſtreſſes not ſo hard to be come at. Bur 


to whom ſhould I offer my ſervice ? I ſaw 


not one woman who was indifferent to me. 
Every ſhe-was to me a Chimena, but I alas! 
was no body's Roderiguo; and the greateſt 
complement I had from thoſe I beſtowed 
moſt upon was, that I was a pretty boy. 
This was worle than death to me, who 
would have been look'd on as a man, ſince 
I ſo well felt my ſelf to be ſuch. 


There was a nunnery in that ſame town, 
the abbeſs whereot was ſomething a kin to 
es; I viſited her pretty often, and by that 
means had got acquainted with molt of the 
young ladies ſhe boarded. There was 


one among the reſt, who was much about 


my age, and pleas d me above them all; 
and having all liberty of ſeeing her, I 
houg ht I could not do better than to make 
my application to her. She was then the 
perſon pitch'd upon, to whom I ſhould ex- 
preſs thoſe detires that had newly taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of my heart. I did it in ſome verſes 
I had remembred out of a play, which I 
repeated to her with all the paſſion and ſott- 
neſs imaginable. Miſs was already a far 


greater ſcholar in that ſcience than my ſelf, 


and I was amaz'd to hear her anſwer my 
verſe in very intelligible prole. She ridi- 


cul'd the manner wherein J made my decla- 
ration, 
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121 
ration, and told me, ſhe had learn'd in her 
nunnery to ſpeak in another tone. I found 
her well read in books of gallantry, and- 
learned enough, not oaly to auſwer my love, 
but alſo to inſtru and encourage me in it. 
Sne ſwore, however, that ſhe never had felt, 
but on my account, that paſſion which ſhe 
diſcover'd, and that ſhe never would feel it 
for any one elſe; but ſhe told me, that it 
J really lov'd hei, we mult loſe no time, but 
mult ſeek out the means frequently io enjoy 
each other's company. 

One may eatily imagine how raviſh'd I. 
was, to find ſo charming a perſon fill'd with 
love for me. I was eaſily perſwaded my 
own deſert had occaſion'd that paſſion in hei, 
and the letters ſhe began to ſend me daily. 
confirm'd me in this vain opinion; for I 
thought it impoſſible to wrice with more 
wit and paſſion than ſhe did. 

Her love began to be the only object of 
my thoughts. We wrote to one another 
ev'ry day, and one of my ſchool-tellows, 
who was ſon to a ſervant of the abbels, 
deliver'd me her letters, when he came into 
{chool, and took my anſwers back with him 
as he return'd home. | 

It was a month ſince this intrigue had be- 


gun, when my brother, who, it ſeems, was 


toud of a nun of the {ame abby, and was 
not over-given to ſecrecy, ſhewed me the 
letters he had receiv'd from her. How was 
I amaz'd, when I ſaw they were almoſt 
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word for word, the ſame as thoſe my boar- 
der ſent me, and that they maſt have all 
been compos d by the nun! I took no no- 
tice of it to my brother, but having left 
him, I went and pack 'd up all the letters I 
had, and ſent tzem back to her whom I had 
receivd them from, acquainting her by a 

note, that I would neither love nor ſee her 
any more, ſince ſhe had been capable of de- 
ceiving me. 

She return'd an anſwer vet mote diſobli- 
ging than my note; and as my love was real 
and ſincere, I was concern'd to ſee her angry. 
1 fent her a very ſubmiſſive letter, begging a 

thouſand pardons; but having no anſwer, I 
wn on her my ſelf, to ſic for a re- 
conciliation, 

She receiv'd me in ſuch a manner that I 
was perſuaded ſhe never had lov d me. She 
made a ſport of the grief I was in, and ſee- 
ing I would have made a formal complaint 
of her cruelty, ſhe ſaid, I was a fine lad 
indeed to pretend to ſuch a perſon as ſhe 
was. This confounded me quite, for ſhe 
was not much older than my ſelf, and I was 
inrag'd to be us'd like a child by a child, not 
knowing at that time, that women are for- 
warder than men. 

The ill ſucceſs of this my firſt attempt 
began to give me an inſight into the character 
ot the female ſex; and happy had I been, had 
J taken warning by it: but I thought the le- 


vity of youth was the only cauſe of her 
ſerving 
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ſerving me ſo; and reſolv'd to apply my ſelf 
to more ſolid miſtreſſes. 


We were often invited to the deputy-go- 
vernour's of the town we liv'd in. He was 
marry'd to a woman not unhandſome, and 
who was pretty much talk'd of. She was 
about thirty years old, and I wanted ſome- 
thing of fifteen, yet I never ſaw her but I 
gave her ſome tokens of my paſſion. I 
thought then that a man muſt pretend court- 
ſhip to every woman he conversd with, 
and in my applications I really ſpoke my 
mind ; for in. the general defire I had tv 
make love, I found my heart ready tor all 
who would accept it. 

I had read ſeveral romances, for it was 
then that they began to be cry'd up, and did 
not think it lawful to make love otherwiſe 
than their Heroes. I fancy'd my ſelf ſome- 
times Alexander, ſometimes Orondates, and IL 
took the governour's lady for no leſs a mi- 
ſtreſs than Caſſandra or Statira. 

I was not at all ſuſpected by the husband, 
being almoſt the only one whom he permitted 
her to converſe withal. Beſides our frequent 
being alone at her houſe, we often went a- 
broad, only ſhe and 1, into a garden ſhe 
had in one of the ſuburbs. 

One day ſhe told me, ſhe would try 
whether I was fincere in my addrefles, and 
if ſhe could truſt me. I promis'd her an 
inviolable diſcretion E and then ſhe told me, 

5 ſhe 
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ſhe had ſome bulineſs with a relation of 
hers, whom we ſhould find in the garden, 
but that it muſt be done with all ſecrecy, 
becauſe ſhe were undone ſhould her husband 
come to the knowledge of it, he having ex- 
preſly forbid her ever to fee that man. She 
aſſur d me, it was only about buſineſs that 
ſhe deſir d to diſcourſe with him, and I pro- 
mis'd her, I would be faithful, without 
enquiring her reaſon. | 

We went into the garden, and were 
ſcarce there, but the ſpark, ſhe waited for, 
got in over the wall, and came towards 
us. There he is, ſaid ſhe; ſtay here while 
1 ſpeak with him in that ſummer-houſe, and 
watch if any body comes: and if there does, you U 
come and grove me notice. I told her, ſhe might 
rely upon me; and ſhe went into the ſum- 
mer-houſe with that man, leaving me centinel 
at the end of the walk that led to it, with a 
charge not to ſtir from the place. 

No ſooner was fhe in, but I forgot the 
promiſe I had made her not to leave my poſt, 
and creeping ſoftly to the door of the arbor, 
I was unlucky enough to knock at it pretty 
hard, crying out, madam your husband is com- 
ing. Whereupon ſhe came to the door, and 
without opening of it, defir d me to carry her 
husband into another walk, while ſhe might 
have time to let her friend make his eſcape. 

I walk'd aſide to give him that leiſure, 
and my ſpark return'd by the {ame way, 


tho with a little more haſt than he came. 
| | dhe 
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She came to me, and ſeeing me all alone, 
ask'd where her husband was? It was in 
vain for me to tell her, he was gone out 
again: ſhe perceived what I had done was 
but to fright her, and expreſs'd ſo much 
reſentment as to give me ill language. 
1 thought, that having knowledge of her 
intrigue, ſhe would be afraid to diſoblige 
me; but it happen'd quite otherwiſe; ſhe 
carried me home again, without ſaying a 
word, and having left me, went and totd 
her husband, I was an impudent young fel- 
low, who had been ſo bold as to make love 
to her, and that ſhe defir'd him that I might 
come no more to her houſe. | 
I came there the next day, and the hus- 
band told me, in a deriding manner, that I was 
a lewd debauchee, and that were it not for 
the reſpe&t he had for my family, he would 
have me whipt. | 
This affront touch'd me to the quick, and 
inſtead of anſwering him, as I might have 
done, that his wite made a fool and a cuc- 
kold of him, I, only refle&ing on the ſhame- 
ful manner he had threatned me in, flew in 
his face, and had I been ſtrong enough, 
would have done him more miſchief, His 
ſpouſe ran in, allarm'd at the noiſe, and ta- 
king her husband's part, call'd me a thouſand 
rogues. See, ſaid ſhe what impudence ! how 
Erick this little rogue is for his age, and if he 
dares uſe my husband thus, what wonld he not 


lay of me, if he might be credited? I was 


taken 
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taken off of the husband, and was deſir'd 
to avoid his houſe; on which I went out, 
exclaming againſt both husband and wife as 
they deſerv'd. | | | 


When I was got home, I reflected with 


admiration on the impudence of that woman, 
who knowing 1t was in my power to ruin her. 


reputation, by divulging what I knew of her, 
had yet carried her ſelf ſo ſtrangely towards 


me; but I knew not as yet all a coquet could 


do, and what happen'd to me then, was 
but a ſample of what I have experienc'd ſince 
in thoſe of that character. | 

This adventure made no little noiſe : our 
tutor, at whoſe houſe we boarded, wrote 


to my mother about it, and prayed her to. 


ſend for us back, becauſe we were grown 
too big to be govern'd by him. She would 
have had little reſpe& for his admonitions, 
were ſhe not that year, which was 1640. 
become a widow, my father being kill'd in 
Piedmont, in the battle wherein the Count de 
Harcourt got the better of the Spaniards, She 
ſent for us to Pazis, where we found my el- 
deſt brother, who was come rhither after my 
father's death, to beg for his place, and to 
endeavour to get two commiſſions for my 
brother the count, and my ſelt. 

We had a friend whole intereſt was very 
great, with whom my eldeſt brother had 
been educated, and who had alſo been a great 
acquaincance of curs in our childhood. 


It was monſieur de Cing Mir, fon to the 
mareſ- 


131 
mareſchal d' Effi. He being at that time 
at the higheſt period of his favour, we eaſily 
obtain'd what we ſued for. My eldeſt bro- 
ther was preferr'd to the poſt my father had 
been in; my brother the count, was plac'd 
with the duke de Breze, to ſerve at fea, and 
the former, who had a kindneſs for me, kept 
me with him, to make my firſt campaign in 

Piedmont the next ſummer. I remain d with 
him at Paris, for that winter, being a ſharer 
in almoſt all his pleaſures, and it was then 
I had an opportunity of enquiring more 
particularly into the manners of women of 
pleaſure. g's Mad Hr gn 

We were almoſt perpetually at monſieur de 
Cing Mars's : and here I cannot forbear 
mentioning the amazement I was in, and the 
reflections I uſed to make whenever I ſaw 
him. Never any man ſeem'd to me more 
happy than he did at that time. He was at 
the age of twenty years the king's chief fa- 
vourite, and that in ſuch. a degree as never 
any one was before him; ador'd by all the 
courtiers, and careſs'd by all the ladies he 
was pleaſed to court. Yer T never faw him 
contented ; and as often as he found himſelf 
alone with my brother and me, he would fay 
he was the unhappieſt man in the world. 
He muſed, ſighed, and would ſpend whole 
hours in walking about the room, without 
ſpeaking a word. My brother was the 
only confident of the cauſes of his affliction, 
and they would often whiſper together, As 
| for 
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for - me, I was not deſirous ; of meddling 
with their concerns, but could not ceaſe ad- 


miring how much thoſe men are impoſed upon, 


who think that places of great truſt aud great 


honour are an eſſential part of happineſs. 

I had no knowledge of mouſieur de Cizg 
Mars's ſecrets as to matters of ſtate, and I 
know not whether he reveal'd them to my 
brother, but I was intruſted with moſt of 
thoſe. that related to his gallantry ; for many 
may be met with who have com enough over 


themſelves, to conceal what reſpeits their fortuns; 


but few that can forbear bragging of what flatter s 
their vanity in love affairs. 

Monſieur de Cing Mars was extraordinary 
bhandſom and very generous. However, the 
women he applied himſelf to, were untaith- 
ful to him. Being oblig'd to attend the 
king almoſt all day long, he had but little 
time left to converſe with his miſtreſſes, and 
they deceiv'd him with all the caſe imagi- 
vable, | 

He kept one who had been very expenſive 
to him: he had given her a ſumptuous houſe 
richly and magnificently furniſhed, and ſel- 
dom made her an empty viſit. He often 
carried me and my brother thither, and 
ſometimes left us there, being oblig'd to go 
to court. Whether my brother was cngag d 
elſewhere, or that he was unwilling to court 
his friend's miſtreſs, he expreſs'd little kind- 
neſs for her; and when monſicur de Ciuꝗ 


Mars was gone out, he commonly fell * 
| an 


— 


1151 | 
ang left me free leave to talk what I would 
ro her. f | * 4 

I had not yet loſt the habit I had got, to 
fancy that a man muſt not ſee a woman 
without making love to her. The lady was 
handſom, and, it may be eaſily imagin'd, 
that, having liberty to ſay what I would, 
I told her I lov d her. ins "a6 

Being, however, deſirous to do things 
handſomly, I told her, I was forry to ſee 
Monſieur de Cing Mars ſo fond of her, and 
that ſhe ſhould be under ſuch obligations to 
him, becauſe I would elſe have taken the 
freedom to make my addreſſes to her. Du think, 
then, ſaid ſhe, he has a kindueſs for me, and that I 
am oblig d to him; but you are miſtaken, he does 
not love me at all, and gives me no tokens of 
his paſſion. Heu! replied I, not without a- 
mazement, then I am very ill inform'd, for the 
world talks as tho he had already beſtowed above 
fifty thouſand crowns upon you. Well, anſwered 
ſhe, and fifty thouſand crowns ; there's a mighty 
buſineſs for ſuch a perſon as I am. I world 
oblige others as far as I have done him, I ſhould 
already have rece;v'd three times as much money, 
and be better ſettled. 

I confeſs this diſcourſe ſeemed to me to 
be ſo ſingular, that I could ſcarce forbear 
taxing her for ſo high an ingratitude ; for 
I knew not then that a bought miſtreſs ſtill 
thinks ſhe is worth more than is laid out for her. 

I would not however let her perceive the 


ſurprize I was in. 4 is true, continued I, 
that 


* 
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that in reſpect to your deſert fifty thouſand crowns 
are a ſmall matter. But what muſt he expelt 
then, who has nothing; and how will you accept 
of the tender I defign to mate you of my heart, 
T who caunt give you a furthing ? Do you think, 
then, ſaid fie, that I am mercenary, and would 
buy my levers ? If you did love, and you are 
in earneſt, I would have more kindneſs for you 
than for monfiewr de Cinq Mars, with bis 
fifty thouſand crowns ; fer, continued ſhe, 
whores only make a trade of love. 

Theſe words -won my very heart, and 
hinder'd the reflection I ſhould have made, 
how ridiculous and extravagant it was that 
a perſon ſhould be ſo covetous as not to be 


ſatisfied with fifty thouſand crowns, and yet 


pretend to generoſity ; but I was charm'd 
with it as tho ſhe had been ſincere in what 
ſhe ſpoke. I fancy'd my ſelf a man of greater 
merit than. monſieur de Cing Mars, and car- 


ried my folly ſo far as to think, that a girl 


ſo well -equipp'd, as ſhe was, might not only 
love me without any intereſt, but might give 


me ſome more ſubſtantial proofs of her af- 
fection: for I was then very bare of money, 


and found that I ſhould love that woman 
moſt whom there was molt to be got by. 


I told her, that I was wonderfully taken 


with her generous temper, and that ſhe ought 
not to doubt of my ſincerity, The anfwer 
ſhe made me perſuaded me I was beloved 
by her, and ſhe aſſur'd me, that I ſhould be 


welcome whenever I ſhould viſit her, and 
tnat 
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that no body ſhould diſturb us. I defir'd a 


meeting the next day, at ten in the mo 
and ſhe gave her conſent. | 
I left her, ſo tranſported with my good 
fortune, that I could ſcarce forbear acquaint- 
ing my brother with it. I could not as we 
return d home, Teave off talking of her to 
him, and that with ſuch an earneſtneſs as 
made him lauzh. I think, ſaid he, you are in 
love with her, I ſhinld, anſwer'd J, be rich 
enough to gratifie her, before 1 might pretend to 
that, My brother laugh'd extravagantly 
when I told him, that none but monſieur 
de Cing Mars muſt attempt to gain her affec- 
tion ; and I have thought ſince, that he muſt 
have known her for what ſhe was. 449 
I expected with impatience that the clock 
ſhould ſtrike the appointed hour, when I re- 
ceived a note from her, wherein ſhe acquain- 
ted me, that an unexpected buſineſs was fal- 
len out, which obliged her to go forth early; 
and that wanting a watch, all her's being at 
the watch-maker's, ſhe deſired me to ſend her 
one, ſhe had ſeen in my hands the day be- 
fore. I had one indeed which was o_— 
pretty, which I ſent her, with a moſt paſ- 
ſionate letter, begging, ſhe would remember 
her promiſe againſt that afternoon, I was 
cager to be with her, and found her undreſt, 
and ſaw no ſign of her having been out that 
day. She had two of her friends with her, 
who, ſhe told me, had kept her at home till 
then; adding,ſhe muſt go out within a * 
0 


rning, 


1181 
of an hour, to procure ten piſtols, having 
loſt as much at play. I do not ask you for 
them, ſaid ſhe, fince you have told me you have 
no money. She ſpoke thoſe laſt words ſo dry, 
that I thought ſhe meant to upbraid me with 
it. That ſtruck me to the heart, and I te- 
ſolv'd to get her ten piſtols, whatever it colt 
me. I left her, and went and fold a {mail di- 
amond I had, and brought her the money. 
She expreſs'd an exceſſive joy thereat, and 
told me, what ſe did was rather to tiy me 
than any need ſhe had of them. She pro- 
mis'd to meet me the next day; but when 
the time was come, I had a meflage, that 
ſhe was heartily vex'd ſhe could not fee me, 
monſieur de Cinq Mars having ſent her word, 
he was coming to her. 

I was mad at theſe diſappointments, The 
next day was not more favourable to me, 
and ſhe fool'd me thus for a ſortnigꝭt toge- 
ther, finding ſtill ſome new excuſe to diſingage 
her ſelf. That time being expir'd, ſhe ſent 
me word, to meet her at a certain church, 
to which ſhe came, and where I went to 
{peak with her. She expreſs'd much concern 
that ſhe could not contrive it ſo, that I ſhould 
ſee her at her houſe ; but ſaid, my frequent 
viſits had been taken notice of, and that we 
muſt of neceſſity meet at ſome other place. 
But ſhe ſaid, that was not her greateſt Pain; 
tor what troubled her moſt, was, that mon- 
ſieur de Cing Mars, having given her fifty 
Filtols to buy her a gown, ſhe had no more 
WIT 
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wit than to engage her (elf at play; that 


ſhe dard not tell him ſhe had loſt them, 
and muſt make em up ſome way or other. 
Do you thiak, (aid ſhe, that if jou pretended 
you wanted that money, and ſhauld ask monſieur 
de Cinq Mars for it, he ould deny you ? I told 
her, I dard not propoſe any ſuch thing to 
him, not only becauſe I was averſe to the bor- 
rowing money of any one, but alſo J had reaſon 
to reſerve the friendſhip of monſieur de Cing 
Mars tor matters of greater concern. She re- 
plied angrily, that this was but a ſham, and 
that ſhe was a fool to think I ever lov her. 
She left me atter that, and would not hear 
my -reply. 

I had all imaginable cauſe to think ſhe jil- 
ted me. She had my watch, which the 
haſtned not to return: I had given hex ten 
piſtols, and ſhe again asked me for fifty more: 
but yet I was blind enough not to reflect on 
her behaviour. She is too rich, thought I, to be 
mercenary; and her addreſſing her ſelf to me, 
mult be an effect of confidence ſhe has in me. 

I reſolv'd then to beg the fifty piſtols from 
monſieur de Cing Mars, We were at her 
houſe when I propos d this to him. I took 
him aſide into another room, and told him, 
trembling, that I had an urgent occaſion tor 
fifty piſtols, by reaſon my friends allowed 
me ſhort. He reply'd, he would give me 4 
hundred, and preſently calling the lady, at 
whoſe houſe we were; what money, ſaid he, 


did 1 leave you, madam, the laſs time I was 
| here? 
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here? Was it not three hundred piſtols ? Fetch 
me a hundred, pray, which I have a preſent oc- 
caſtun for. She -bluſh'd, and not daring to 
return any anſwer, brought him the hundred 
piſtols; which he gave me. I ſcrupled ta- 
king them, ſaying, chat perhaps ſhe wanted 
them. No, no, ſaid he, ſhe has enough, and 
I will have her, when you want any thing, 
to ſupply you; and calling her, he bad her 
give me all I ſhould ask her for. I went 
away, keeping the hundred piſtols, in the 
reſolution of letting monſieur de Cinq Mars 
know, that I had borrow'd them only for 
t iat perſon, of whom he had them, and left 
him with her. | | 

I was at a loſs what to make of her, who 
pretended want of fifty piſtols, when mon- 
ſieur de Cing Mars had fo lately given her 
three hundred: Yet I found it pleaſant e- 
nough, ſuppoſing ſhe trick'd me, to ſee her 
thus puniſh'd for her covetouſneſs; and that 
inſtead of her asking me for money, ſhe was 
now to give me {ome as often as I ſhould 
require it. 

I could not forbear acquainting my bro- 
ther therewith, who was angry that I ſhould 
have borrow'd any thing of monſieur de 
Cing Mars, and would have the hundred piſ- 
tols, to ſend them back again to him. He 
told me then, that ſhe was-us'd to play ſuch 


pranks; and let monſieur de Cinq Mars give 


her never ſo much mony, ſhe would be till 


asking ſome of all that pretended love to her. 
have 
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J have, attempted,” continued he, to - convince 
monfieur de Cinq Mars of it; but love. bliuds 
Vim; and he has no leiſure to ſtudy his miſtreſſss 
charatters. ng | - No: ohe 
My Brother return'd the hundred piſtols, 
which monticur de Cizq Mars would not ac- 
cept, but on condition that I would ask her 
for more, whenever I had need of them, 
My brother, who had already found how 
blind he was on her account, thought not fit- 
ting to let him know, chat it was ſhe who 
had oblig'd me to ask him for that ſum : But 
as I had reſolv'd to get my watch and my ten 
piſtols again, I was alſo determin'd to make 
uſe of the order monſieur de Cing Mars had 
given me, and to lack for nothing. 
I went then to ſeg her, and was not a lit- 
tle aſtoniſh'd, when receiving me with a ſmiling 
countenance ; Mell, ſaid ſhe, and where are the 
hundred Piſtols monſieur de Cinq Mars has given 
you ; are not they for me? Fir you ? ſaid I, Why, 
faith, I have ſpent them; and, far from that, I 
muſt beg of you, that you would ſupply me with 
twenty more, on the account of an urgent neceſ- 
fity. What then, reply d ſhe, you think the 
three hundred piſtols monfieur de Cinq Mars 
ſpoke of, were mine? Du are miſtaken, he had 
given me them to keep for him, and he is ſo cove- 
tous that he would be as mad as the devil, if 1 
ſhould touch a farthing of it. Alas, added ſhe, 
with tears in her eyes, I am an unhappy woman : 
. mouſieur de Cinq Mars ſcarce allous me ents 
d 
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'nerefſary; and I never ask him for any thing but 
he upbraids me with it. © ter e 
What my brother had told me, ſecur d me 
againſt this artifice. I told her, ſhe miſre- 
preſented monſieur de Cinq Mars, and that 1 
would ſpeak to him my ſelf, to know the 
truth of the matter: Then I pray'd her, to 
return me my watch, and my ten piſtols, 
ſince T had now no more cauſe to doubt 
but the love ſhe feign'd was made uſe 
of to chouſe me. Here ſhe wept afreſh ; 
begging that, for god's ſake, I would not 
tell monſieur de Cing Mars of it: Which 1 
promis'd. But it was in vain for me to inſiſt 


upon my watch and my ten piltols ; ſhe poſi- 


tively deny'd to return them, telling me, ſhe - 


- would keep them for my ſake, 
As angry as I was, I could not forbear 


laughing at the compliment. The more I 
laugh'd the more ſhe cry'd; but I had the 
courage not to be moyd with her tears, 
and to deſpiſe her as much as I had ever 
lov'd her. She was indeed ſuch as my bro- 
ther had told me; tho' monſieur de Cing Mars 
had laviſh'd an incredible ſum of money on her, 
ſhe would be asking every body for more. 
She was worth four hundred thouſand livres 
when monſieur de Cing Mars dy d, and wg 
ſhall ſee anon what was her fate. | 

J avoided her houſe, except when I was 
forc'd to accompany my brother thither, 
where he went often to meet with monſieur 


de Cinq Mars; and locking for another amour, 
I pitch'd 


l 
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J pitch'd-on——houſe, becauſe the dutcheſs 


of —— was our couſin, and was always very 
obliging to me. She had a very pretty niece, 
whoſe education ſhe took care of, for ſhe had 
no child as yet. She was a maid about ſix- 
teen or ſeventeen; and it will ealily be judg'd, 
that a youth ot my complexion did not ſee 
her often without telling her ſhe was hand- 
ſome. She anſwer d my love in ſuch a man- 
ner as made me diſtracted; ſne did nothing 
but laugh at it, and I could not gueſs whe- 
ther ſhe lov d me or no. One day that ſhe 
was gone out with the dutcheſs, I went to 
ſee her, and tound no body there but a young 
woman, that waited on her, who was about 
rwenty, and very 8 I uſed to be civil 
to her as often as I ſaw her; but finding her 
alone, was more free of my compliments 
than uſual. She ſpoke to me of her miſtreſs, 
who, ſhe ſaid, was paſſionately in love with 
me, but dar'd not tell me ſo her ſelf. She 


told me, that if I really lov'd her, ſhe would 
endeavour to rid her of thoſe fears, and to 


contrive how we ſhould converſe privately 
together. I made her all the oaths and pro- 


teſtations ſhe deſir'd; and ſhe aſſured me, I 


ſhould ſhortly ſee her miſtreſs, provided I 
would be diſcreet. Then ſhe gave me 


caution, that I ſhould not take any notice 


of it to the young lady till ſhe had prepar'd 

her for it. | 
This converſation was ſcarce ended, when 
the dutcheſs came back with her niece. * 
waat 
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what an eye did I look on that charming per- 4 
ſon, having juſt before heard how well in- . 
clined ſhe ſhould. be on my account! I-rook YF , 
that opportunity of aſſuring her, that I lovd F <« 
her even to madneſs; and indeed I never was ,, 
more paſſionate. I found then, that nothing N 
is more capable of increaſing our Paſſion, than 2 
the thought of an equal return. me 
The waiting-woman was afraid I ſhould pe 
grow impatient. The very next morning 15 
the ſent me word ſhe had ſomething to ſay mec 
to me: And I went to her in a neighbouring Ma 


church. She told me, ſhe had diſcourſed WF: 
with her miſtreſs, and that if I would come : 
that night to their houſe, I might ſee her. You 
may think I did not put it oft, but ſubmit- 
ted my ſelf to her directions. | 
J waited that-evening on the dutcheſs, 
who kept me to ſupper: and when I thought 
it was time to withdraw, I took my leave ; 
but inſtead of going out, I went up into a 
garret, where they laid their lumber, into 
which the waiting-woman lock'd me. It 
was extream cold, and I was freezing there 
for the ſpace of two hours. When that time 
was expir'd, which was about mid-night, 
I heard the door open, and perceived it was 
the mad; who, taking me by the hand, 
 whiſper'd to me, that I ſhould follow her. 
I did, and after many turnings, I found my 
ſelf in a chamber, wherein was a fire halt 
out, which gave not light enough in the ; 
room to let me ſee where I was. She bid 7 ) ry 
; me 17 
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me warm my ſelf, and that my miſtreſs was 
coming. Half a quarter of an hour after- 
wards, I heard one come in, who, without 
ſaying any thing, came near to me. Is it 
J, {aid I, raking her for the dutchels's 
Niece. I might repeat the queſtion often 
enough, no anſwer was return'd: This made 
me think that her modeſty was the cauſe of 
her filence; I therefore thought I ought not 
to queſtion her any farther. In that very 
moment the door was open'd, and I faw the 
ſhape of a man come in. The woman who 


was come near me, ſhovd me againſt the 


bed, and went to him who had diſturb'd us. 
I heard that man ſpeak very familiarly to her, 
and ſhe deſir'd him very civilly to go out; 
which he refus'd, and anſwered with an 
oath, that we would ſee what was the rea- 
jon he might not be admitted. With that 
he comes to the bed-ſide where I was, fell 
on me ina turious manner, and was very free 
of his blows. TI was not backward in return- 
ing them, endeavouring thereby to get from 
him, which occaſion'd ſome noiſe. Immedi- 
ately I heard a great ſtirring in the houſe, and 
preſently a light enters, which diſcover'd the 
dutcheſs her fel followed by her waiting wo- 
man. She was no ſooner come into the room, 
but I knew him with whom J had been fighting 
to be a footman that belong'd to the houſe. The 


waiting-woman ſhewed me to the dutchels, 


laying, with tears in her eyes, you ſee, madam, 
did not tell you a He, and that the knight hid 
C | hime 
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Aumſelf in my chamber with a deſign to raviſh 
ne; I was loath to let you know it, and went and 
defird Tom to turn him out; but it was impoſ- 
fible fer him, ſo that I was forced to call you up. 
The dutcheſs could not forbear laughing, 
tho' ſhe was very angry, and directing her 
words to me, ſhe told me, theſe were fine do- 
.ings, and that I was a pretty fellow. I was 
ſo aſham'd that I could not ſpeak one word, 
The dutcheſs ſent ſome of her People to wait 
on me to the door, and I went out, gueſſing 
in part the cauſe hereof 
The truth was, that the waiting- woman 
had never ſpoke to her lady in my behalf, and 
that ſhe had only made uſe of hername to 
have a meeting with me her ſelf, She it was 
that came into the room, and did not dare 
to anſwer when I ask'd, is it you ? whether 
the footman, who came afterwards, had ſeen 
-me, Orthat he had uſed to come to that young 
woman, he was reſolv'd to ſtay there; and 
ſhe finding herſelf in that dilemma, thought 
the beſt way to get out of it, was to tell the 
-dutchcſs, I was hid in the room. This had 
the effect ſhe deſir'd ; ſhe was taken for a 
chaſt veſtal, and I for a debauchee. Nei- 
ther did I dare to undeceive the dutcheſs pre- 
ſently, becauſe it would have prejudic'd her The 
niece; ſo all the ſhame of that adventure fell her ſelt 
to my ſhare, and no one doubted but I was uving lo 
in love with the waiting woman. The niece Iſhe ha 
taxed me with it, and it was in vain for me finclinat 
to proteſt I was innocent, and to tell — Fourage 
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what hopes the maid had given me. All 
was to no purpoſe, and ſhe ſtill believ'd what 
was molt likely, and took the truths I told 
her for ſham excuſes. 

I was reſolv'd not to be bubbled, and ſee- 
ing the niece her ſelf was againſt me, I told 
the dutcheſs the whole truth of the buſineſs. 
This made her ſuſpect the waiting-woman's 
honeſty : ſhe watched her, and found ſhe had 
intrigues not only with that footman, but 
alſo with ſeveral others. She was turn'd out 
of doors, and the dutcheſs and her niece had 
no other complaint to make againſt me but 
that I ſhould harbour ſuch ill thought of that 
young lady, as to expect what her ſervant 
had promis d me. 

When all the truth was out, I found the 
dutcheſs and her niece more obliging than 
I had done hitherto, and whether they 
pitied the ill ſucceſs of my adventure, or 
that women have a natural tendency to love thoſe 
who have the courage to. undertake ſomething for 


em, JI could not doubt but both had a kind- 
e nels for me. 
ſerr'd but to give me a farther inſight into 
female inconſtancy. 


But, alas! Even that kindneſs 


The dutcheſs was the firſt who open'd 


her ſelf to me: ſhe told me plainly, that ha- 
Fving look'd upon me hitherto but as a child, 
Iſhe had not dard to let me know the ſecret 
Finclination ſhe had for me; but that after the 
ourage and diſcretion I had expreſſed in the 
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=Sdrenture with the waiting-woman, ſhe ſaw | 


JT might be relied on, and that ſhe would 


have me love her: But, ſaid ſhe, we muſt 


patch up your reputation, for you have the name 
of a lewd young man, and it would be ill Iooked 
wpon if I jhon'd admit your frequent viſits, un- 
feſs you appear quite another perſon than what 
there is cauſe to believe you are. Nu are the 


youngeſt of your family, and if you will be ad- 


wiſed by me, enter into orders ; I will ſee you ſhall 2 


uct want preferment. Get into a ſeminary. 
I told her 1 was ready to obey her; and 
indeed I was at that time fo pleas'd with 


the thoughts of being courted by a dutchels, | 
that neither the natural averſion J had for 
that profeſſion, nor the melancholy reflections 
I might make on the lite that is led in a ſemi- 


nary, could deter me from it. 


1 promis'd her to get ſome body to ſpeak 
to my mother, and that very day told my | 


brother of it; and I found my family very 
willing to let me take that condition upon 


me, which ſeem'd to rid them of all care of 


me, better than any other. 


I pretended then a great unconcernedneſs 
far worldly affairs, and made all things ready 
to enter the ſeminary, and to apply my ſelf 


e 


to divinity. When this reſolution of mine 
was given out, the dutcheſs's niece, to whom 


I had not ſpoke a word of it, was amaz d 


and much concern'd. She told me, I was 
mad, and that ſhe ſhould never have expec- 


ted 
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0 7 ted this from me; for, added ſhe, I muſt con” 
d e I have lob d you ever fince I ſaw you. If E 


ft did not preſently let you know my mind, it was- 
ne FF becauſe I was deſirous to know you firſt ; however,, 
ed I eld upon you as the only man I could fancy, 
and was in hopes of being your wife one day or 
at ot her. | 
he © Ah, madam! I reply'd, why did you not 
d- © [peak jooner ? for what will people ſay of me, to 
all ee ne alter my reſolution after the preparations I 


e made? However, it ſhall be as you pleaſe, 
nd aud J afjure you JI will be determiu d by you. 


th She told me, I muſt by no means be a 
ſs, clergy-man, and that it I was it would 
for be a ſenſible affliction to her; on which I 
ns FF =llur'd her, I would not: and the next day 


ni- 1 told the dutcheſs, I could not find in my 
heart to embrace an eccleſiaſtical life. 
eak I ſee, ſaid ſhe, you have Leen with my niece; I 
my © nw ſhe loves you, and gives way to the idle 
ery ¶ Jaucies her faſſion ſupplies her with, but ſhe is 
pon ver) wide of her mark: ſbe is a fool] am weary r; 
c of and I tell you that we intend to marry her wit h- 
in theſe two days, Thereupon ſhe told me, the 
duke, her husband, and ſhe had taken ſecret 
neſs Y meaſures to marry her to a man of fortune, 
ady RY who fought for ſome ſupport by that alli- 
(elf MF ance. 
nine Indeed at this news I found I was really in 
hom A love. I was poſſeſs d with a deep ſorrow, 
az d to hear they were going to marry a young 
lady I had a kindneſs for, and to a man wao 
pec- deſervd her no other way than by his eſtate. 
ted C 3 I tod 
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J told the dutcheſs, I was ready to do what 


| the would, and would enter into the ſeminary 


the very next day, but that it was an uncon- 
ſcionable thing to marry her niece in that man- 
ner. Do what I deſire you, anſwer'd ſhe, aud 


von ſhall have no reaſua to complain. 


I gave the niece an account of the diſcourſe 
we had had; and told her, thar her aunt was 
jealous of the kindneſs I had for her, and 


would marry her if I did not put on a gown. . | 


How was I amazed, when upon the news 
that ſhe was to be married, ſhe cried out, as 
tranſported with joy! Lord is it poſſible ? 
Tes, ſaid I. But hear to whom; tis to ſuch a 
one. What, to him? ſaid ſhe, in a double ex- 
taſie. Oh! I know him, he is an extraordinary 
rich man, and 1 cannct be better matched. Then 


J am turn d off, ſaid I, in a ſerious manner. 


Ton, ſaid ſhe, do people uſe to marry clergymen ? 
This was no ſooner ſaid, but ſhe ran and 


call'd one of her women, and embracing her; - | 


Ah! my dear, {aid ſhe, do you know I am going 
to be married ? 

I remain'd motionleſs, ſo great was my a- 
mazement at ſo unexpected a change; and I 
had almoſt determin'd my ſelf to become not 
only an abbot, but even an hermit, ſeeing 
women guilty of ſo much inconſtancy. She 
took little heed of the pain 1 was in, and 
I went out with a firm reſolution, to do what 
the duccheſs expected of me. 

I remain'd at Paris while my brother went 
into Piedment, wliere his regiment {till made 
| a 
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a part of the count d Harcourt s army, and T 
put on the narrow band. What I obtain'd 
from my dutcheſs was, that inſtead ot ſnut- 
ting my ſelf up into a ſeminary, I ſhould 
board my ſelf out ſomewhere near the Sor- 
bonne, and ſtudy divinity there. 

The firſt day that I dreſt my ſelf as an ab- 
bot, I came to lee her, and the inſtructed me 
how I ſhould behave my felt in that habit; 
that I muſt look demure, and put on the air 
of a man of virtue. Indeed it was a great 
proof I gave her of my aticction ; for betides 


the natural averſion J have already ſaid I had 


for that kind of life, I was born an enemy to 
all affectation: but my ambition was ſo flat- 


ter'd with my being belov'd by that woman, 


that tho I had not then for her all the paſſion 
I have ſiuce too well experienc'd one might 
have had, yet I thought I mult yield a blind- 
fold obedience to all her commands, 

She was extreamly taken with me when 
ſhe ſaw me an abbot, and took all poſſible 
care to ſpread a report, that I was grown a 
ſaint, and that an extraordinary deyotion 
had induc'd me to become a clergyman. 

Indeed, tho' it was with great diſſatisfac- 
tion that I play'd a part ſo contrary ro my 
inclination, yer I was wonderfully pleas'd 
that a lady of ſuch quality, and of an unſpot- 
ted reputation, ſhould have ſo favourable 
thoughts of me as ſhe ſeem'd to expreſs. The 
duke, tho* elder than her ſelf, entertain'd 
no ſuſpicion of her conduct, and ſhe deſervd 
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that truſt from him, by two or three convin- 
cing proofs ſhe had given him of her aftec- 
tion, which I ſhall mention, to ſhew what Al 
woman is capable of 


A perſon of the firſt quality and extraor- 
dinary well accompliſh'd had courted her, 
with the moſt endearing tokens of a ſincere 
love, and that in a more reſpectful and ſub- 
miſſive manner than thoſe of his rank are us d 
to do. The Lady had at firſt anſwer d his 
Paſſion ; but perceiving it gave her husband 
{ſome jealoutie, ſhe told her lover, that ſhe 
mult admit no longer of his addrefles. This 
almoſt diſtracted him, and he fell ſick upon 
it: the only comfort he had, was, that of 
writing to her, and I never ſaw any thing 
more ſoft than his letters: but ſhe ſhewed 
them all to her husband; who himſelf com- 
pos d her anſwers, which, it may be thought, 
were not over obliging. I adnur'd how it 
was Poilible ſhe could be ſo cruel to him, 
who was ſo obliging to her; and this made 
me ſecretly deſpiſe her, Certainly, ſaick I 
once to ker, you muſt hate that man unmer- 
citully, to uſe him in this barbarous manner, 
Hate him reply'd ſhe, nt at all; I rather 
love him, and jheul4 I follow my Inclination J 
would take pity on him: but 1 love my own quiet 
better, and in the preſeat poſture of my affairs, 
1 muſt not give my husband the leaſt ground to 
miſeruſt me. * young as I was, I could in- 


ler from thence, that I mult expect the ſame 
fate 
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fate, if her husband came to ſuſpe& me: 
However, I kept my thoughts to my ſelf and 
ſcem'd to applaud what my heart couPd not 
bur diſapprove. 

Tuis lover of hers knowing that my viſits 
were freely admitted of, had found the means 
to be acquainted with me, that he might 
have the pleaſure to diſcourſe of her, and I 
could ſcarce torbcar undeceiving him, when 
I ſaw him per{yaced that his miſtie(s's diſs 
dain procceded from an cxciilive virtue. At 
laſt I cook {u much compaſſion on him, and 
that woman ſeem'd to me fo undeſerving his 
paſſionate attection, that I reſolvd to free 
him irom his error. I wrote a letter to him, 


as unknown, and in a counterteited hand, 


whereby I gave him notice, that the dutcheſs 
was not the woman ſhe appear d to be, and 
that if he would watch her at ſuch time as 
a young zbbor uſes io viſit her, he might be 
convinc'd of her tallhood. Being my ſelf the 
abbot, I was indeed very inconſiderate, to 
make that diſcovery which might have prov d 
of a fatal conſequence to me; but I was 
young and conceited, and I found a ſecret plea- 
jure in ſhewing him that I was more happy 
than himſelt : ſo that, in truth, my vanity had 
more ſhare in that action, than either my 
generoſity or the pity I took of him. 
My letter came ſafe to his hands; and 
tho he gave little credit to it, yet he reſolv d 
to make uſe of the advice. He took his op- 
portunity to get into * apartment where I 
C5 us d 
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us'd to ſee the dutcheſs, and hid himſelf be- 
hind the tapeſtry, in a corner, where he had 
room enough to ſtand unſeen, and whence he 
might eaſily hear all we ſaid. Neither the 
dutcheſs nor I knew any thing of his being 
there, and it was about three in the after- 
noon, the hour we uſually met at: ſcarce 
had we been a quarter of an hour together 
but we heard ſome noiſe behind the hangings. 
'The dutcheſs ran to ſee what it was, and 
found him in a ſwound, and almoſt breath- 
leſs; ſo great had been his amazement at 
what had paſſed. 

I admir'd the reſolution and preſence of 
mind ſhe ſhewed on that occaſion. Get you 
gone, {aid ſhe, and let me alone to manage this 
bufineſs, I did not give her the trouble of re- 
peating it a ſecond time, but was very glad 
to get out of a place where I thought it not 
ſafe for me to remain. 

I was no ſooner gone but the dutcheſs 
call'd one of her women to her, and ſhew- 
ing her the man behind the hangings, bid 
her turn him out of the houſe; adding, he 
was a madman, and that love had turn'd 
his brain. Her husband came in that very 
minute; and ask'd, what was the matter ; 
it is, anſwer'd ſhe, without the leaſt concern, 
that f fool ——— who was come to ſee me, 
and had the good nature to drop down be:auſe I 
would nct hear his impertinence. Come, my dear, 
it is not % proper for you to ſtay hear; let“ wa 
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off, and leave to her the care of ſending - him 
home. 

The duke led off his ſpouſe, fondly careſ- 
fing her, and praiſing her unparallell'd vir- 
tue; while our lover came to himſelf, and 
went out without ſpeaking a word. I did 
not doubt but he would be reyeng'd on the 
dutcheſs and my ſelf, and repented the pains 
I had taken to undeceive him; but I ſoon 
perceiv d his reſentment was not at all pre- 
judicial to me. He reſoly'd to deſpiſe her 
as much as he had ever loy'd her, and in that 
he ſhewed more wiſdom and diſcretion than 
I have dove in the like occaſion, Being a 
very generous perſon, he took no notice of 
this adventure, and always ſpoke well of 
the dutcuneſs. I took great care not to be 
in his way, and ſeldom ſaw him from that 
time, for he died a few months after of a 
wound he received at the taking of the city 


of Salſes, 


This was not the only hint I had of the 
dutcheſs's good nature: ſhe gave her husband 
another Inſtance of it, and that in a manner 
yet more cruel than what we laſt mention'd, 
and which made me begin to fear in earneſt. - 
Before ſhe had receiv'd my addrefles, ſhe nad 
pitch d upon a gall.nt not quite ſo young as 
I was, who was ſon to her nurſe, and had 
perſwaded the duke to prefer him to be her 
page, for in thoſe days they made pages of 
riper years than now. That young man was 


[ 36 ] 


ſtill in her family when ſhe took a fancy to F d 


me. He was very giddy-headed, which made r 
her ſoon ſee there was not much to be expec= . 
ted from him; and it was to that conſidera- tl 
tion J owed my good fortune. She judging 1 
the complacency ſhe had for me might make f 
him jealous, reſolv'd to put it out of his reach Bm 
to hurt her, if he ſhould reſent it. To et= FF 5 
felt this, ſhe made him ſuſpected to her hu IF K 
band, telling him, he was ſo audacious as to m 
make a declaration of love to her. The Ss hi 
duke immediately took fire, and without any hi 
farther examination, call'd the page, threat g 


ning to cut his throat for his impudence, if in 
he did not immediately quit his ſervice. The 
youth, without being frighted thereat, an- 


{wered, that if he had made love to his lady, at 
ſhe made the firſt advances; and, as a proot {| w 
of it» produc'd a note of her's he had yet lo 
in his poſſeſſion. The husband having ſhew= ne 
ed it to his lady, ſhe told him with the great=2 an 
eſt confidence, that it was her hand, but ſhe BF &H 
knew not how he came by it, for it was a 1 

ꝛote ſhe had ſent to a lady of her acquain= KY ́ to 


tance; and indeed, unfortunately for the page, 
the note was wrote in ſuch a manner, that 
it was hard to diſcover whether it was to a 
man or to a woman, The Duke was caſi'y 
perſuaded the buſineſs was as his lady had 
repreſented it, and the poor young man ap- 
pear d to be guilty of a double inſolence, his 
crime ſeeming much hightned by that aggra- 
rating cixcumſtance. This was not all, the 
ibs dutcheſs 
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dutcheſs had preſented him vith ſeveral 
rich jewels, which ſhe knew he had kept; ſo 
ſhe accus'd him to her husband, not only of 
that arrogancy but alſo of thievery, ſaying, 
ſhe miſſed a thouſand things of value, which 
ſhe could tax no body elſe with. The poor 
young man's trunk was ſearch'd, and the 
jewels found in it; whereupon the Duke 
would have proſecuted; him, but his lady, a 
mild good-natur'd thing, interceeded with 
her husband, that he would only diſcharge 
him his ſervice, The page preſently after 
got a commiſſion, but was unfortunatly kill'd 
in the firſt engagment he was in. 


It may well be gueſs'd I was very uneaſie 
at my being ſo far engag'd with a woman, 
who I ſaw was ſo ready to ſacrifice her 
lovers to her husband's jealouſie; but I knew 
not how to break with her; and belides, my 
ambition faſt'ned me to her, whom my rea- 
ſon inclin'd me to abhor. In the mean while, 
I apply'd my ſelf to my ſtudies, and began 
to be in ſome reputation among my fellow- 
ſtudents, tho' I had as yet no preferment in 
the church, neither, indeed, d:d I look on the 
profeſſion I had undertaken as a laſting one, 
lince I weil foreſaw the dutcheſs's kindneſs 
would come to an end in a ſhort time, 


A woman came to me one morning, to ac- 
quaint me, that there was a perſon who had 
a conſiderable benetice in his diſpoſal, that 
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would gladly beſtow it upon me, and that 
thro' her means I might, when I would, come 
to the ſpeech of him. I preſently imagin'd 
ſhe was us d to make ſuch bargains, and ſhe 
frankly own'd, that ſhe had put it into that 

rſon's head, in hopes I would not forget 
her kindneſs. I hearkned to her propoſal, 
more out of curioſity than for any tondneſs 
I had for the benefice, and ſhe appointed me 
at St. Martin's gate the next day. I came 
thither, and was carry'd into an ill-look'd 
houſe, were havirg climb'd up to the ſecond 
ſtory, I found a girl cf about twenty, very 
ugly, but extraordinary well dreſt ; who ad- 
drefling her ſelf to me in a familiar way, 
ſaid, her mother was coming, who would 
inform me farther of the berctice I had been 
told of, and that in the mean time ſhe ſhould 
be glad to converſe with an old acquaintance. 
Never was I more puzzled in my life, for I 
could not call to mind that I ever had ſeen 
her before, tho' ſhe would have perſwaded 
me that I knew her very well. It came in 
my head to tell her, that I ſuppos'd ſhe de- 
ſign'd to try me by that civility, and that 
ſhe krew well enough that a church-man 
ought not to be acquainted with ladies. She 
appear'd to be ſatisfy'd with this anſwer, 
ſaying, ſhe was very glad to ſee ſhe was not 
miſtaken in me, and that her mother had in- 
deed lock'd upon me as a man whoſe extra- 
ordinary ſanctity might entitle me to church- 


perferxments; and then made me a long ſer- 
mon: 
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mon: I was amaz d, to hear a girl talk 
ſo well of piety, who by the beginning of 
her diſcourſe ſeem'd rather to have been 
inclin'd to ſpeak to another purpoſe, By 
that time the mother came in, who began 
with embracing me, and then told me a lon 
ſtory, the burthen of which was, that 
ſhould before a month was over, ſee my ſelf, 
through her means, one of the richeſt clergy- 
men in Fance. I thank'd her for her good 
will, and was going to take my leave, when 
a lady came in with a purſe, ſaying, ſhe 
made a gathering for a perſon of quality 
who was fallen under an extream neceſſity. 
Ah! my dear, ſaid the mother, we muſt re- 
member the poor; and put three piſtols into 
the purſe : the daughter gave two, admo- 
niſhing me that I ſhould be charitable ; and 
I pull d out a crown, ſaying, when I ſhould 
enjoy the benefice, I might afford more li- 
beral alms. I grew jealous at theſe pro- 
ceedings, and fear d I had ſharpers to deal 
withal: however, I diſſembled my thoughts, 
and going out, told them, I ſhould be 
very glad to hear from them as ſoon as 
poſſible ; which I did the next day. The 
mother having in the diſcourſe we had toge- 
ther, told me, that ſhe had another daughter 
in a nunnery, I was ſurpriz'd to ſee her 
at my lodging with that pretended daugh- 
ter of hers, who might be about fifteen or 
ſixteen years old, and ſeem'd very melan- 


cholly, The fight of that pretty maid en- 
gag d 


Tee! 


gag d me to feign the giving credit to the 
propoſal about the benefice, that I might have 
a pretence to ſee her, in viſiting the mother; 
which I did two days after. I was receiv'd 
by that young woman, who appear'd yet 
more fad than when ſhe was at my led- 
gings; and I could not torbear asking her 
the cauſe of her grief. She look'd firſt about 
her, and ſeeing no perſon near, told me with 
tears in her eycs, that the woman of the Louſe 
was no mother of hers, but had ſtole her from her 


* 
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Friends white ſhe was a child, ſo that jhe knew nit 


whom to call father. Tneſe words were atien- 
ded with a ſhower of tears; which ſo mov d 
me with compaſſion, that I promis'd her I 
would take her out of that houſe. Ste ſeemꝰ'd 
reviv'd at this anſwer, and ſaid, it I had 
that charity for her, I ſhould take her away 
immediately. I am orderd, ſaid ſhe, to en- 
tertuin vou alone, in hopes you might make love to 
me; which if you ſhould, there are rogues ready to 
inſult you, with a deſign to get ſome of your 
money. I found then what danger I was ex- 
pos'd to in remaining there, and began in- 
deed to fear, leſt I ſhould not go out as brisk 
as I came in. I roſe, in:ending to be gone, 
telling her, ſhe ſhould rot trouble her ſelf, 
for that I would not ſuffer her to remain 
long in ſuch a houſe: but ſhe, not content 
therewith, would needs follow me out, fear- 
ing, it I went without her, I ſhould forget 
my promiſe, While 1 was making treſh pro- 
teltations, that I would be true to my word, 
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in came the mother, follow'd by two men 
with {words in their hands, who {top'd me, cry- 
ing, ſo, Jo, Monfieur | Abbe ; what ! you love the 
ladies, it ſcems. I anſwer'd them as civilly as 
I could, telling them, more then once, I was 


their humble ſervant. The mother, without 


more ado, {aid ſhe mult ſend tor a commillary, 
and that ſhe would have ſatisfaction for the 
wrong I would have done her daughter. I 
proteſted to ter, tiat I had no ili deſign, 
deſiring her to enquire of her daughter. 
The girl cryd and ſpoke not a word : as 
for me, I was at a great loſs what to do; 
however, I reſolv d not to be daunted, ſaying, 


I was not unwilling the commiſſary ſhould 


be ſent for. In that very minute there was 
great knocking at the chamber- door, and the 
young woman, under pretence of ſeeing who 
it was, open d the door, and ruſhing out, bec- 
koned to me, that I ſhould follow her. The 
new viſitors, waoſe coming was very ſea- 
ſonable to me, were two other bullies, who 
drawing upon thoſe that were in the room, 
cry'd out, are you there, you raſcals, we are 
glad we have met with yu. I did not ſtay to 
{ce how thoſe would anſwer the compliment, 
but got down ſtairs as faſt as I could, where 
I tound the maid, who taking me by the 
arm, hurry'd me into the {treet. So I went 
out with the poor girl, who was all 1n tears, 
while the mother was at her window, cry- 
ing out, help, thieves, murther, The neigh- 
bours got together, and I was ina a 
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ſurrounded with above a hundred perſons, 
who were queſtioning me what was the mat- 


ter. My companion pray d me, for god's ſake, 
to get away: I was ſo contounded and out 


of countenance, that I could not tell what 


to do; but ſhe being more reſolute, made way 
through the crowd, and along we went, at- 
tended by a numerous train, till we got to a 
breker's, who harbour d us and ſent away the 
mob. I had loſt my hat, and my ſhort cloak 
and band were all to pieces, and the young 
woman was in as bad a pickle. The broker 
could not tell what to make of us, nor I 
what account to give him, ſo he concluded it 
muſt be ſome fortune I had ſtole, and very 
civily offer d me his ſervice, which I readily 
accepted, and we remain'd in that houſe the 
reſt of that day. She expreſs'd a great joy, 
to ſee her ſelf out of that woman's hands, 
at whole houſe I had found her, and calling 
me her deliverer, earneſtly. begg'd of me that 
I would not forſake her. Iſent the man of 
the houſe to the dutcheſs with a letter; 
wherein I gave her notice of my adventure, 


deſiring her to ſend me a coach. She came by 


her felt at night, and would take me away 
with her: I then mace her a full relation of 
what had paſs'd, and how I found my ſelt en- 
truſted with the young woman. Her beauty 
moy'd the dutcheſs's compaſſion, and ſhe car- 
ry d her home, aſſuring me that ſhe would keep 
her there, till ſhe could find a nunnery wherein 


to place her. This being done, I went to my 
lod- 
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lodging, where I was told it was nois'd a- 
bout, that I was fallen in love with a young 
woman, and had run away with her. This 
report was fo ſtrong that it was impoſſible 
jor me to overcome it, and without being 
guilty of any other crime, than of having 
ventur'd into a ſtrange houſe, and of taking 
a young woman from the ill people ſhe was 
with, I went under the ſcandal of a rape, 
and was look'd on as a debauchee ; ſo little 
credit is to be given to outward appea- 
rances, for all the circumſtances made againſt 
me, inſomuch that had any one undertook 
to vindicate 'my reputation, he would have 
made himſelf ridiculous, What I then ex- 
periencd, to my coſt, has ever ſince preven- 
ted my giving too ſpeedy a credit to the 
aſperſions caſt on other people, and when- 
ever I have heard any one ill ſpoken of, I 
have thought there might be as little ground 
for it as for what was laid to my charge. 


This accident made me determine to quit 
the gown, foreſecing, that after the noiſe 
it had made, it would be hard for me to 
thrive in a condition, wherein a man can 
never be eaſie whoſe reputation is once tain- 
ted. B-lides, my incliuation ſtill rurn'd the 
ſcale; and tho' I was but very young, yet 
I apprehended how troubleſome that ſtare 
muſt needs be, which obliging men to be 
of a more rigid and auſtere lite, expoſes 


them to be icornd and ridicul'd for that 
which 
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which 1s look'd upon as an accompliſhment in 
other people. I was too brisk tor an hypocrite, 
my converſation was {prightly, and I had a na- 
tural tendency to the tair ſex. This often 
procur'd me ſharp reprimands from my ſuperi- 
ors, and I thought, that to ſet my ſelf off to 
the beſt advantage I mult quit a habit which 


t, 
preſcrib d me too narrow bour.ds. Fer, 


indeed, true merit lies in kirowng how to 


* 


Place ones ſelf aright, and I have ſcen a 


thouſand Pei ſons, who by taking a Profeſ- 
ſton upon them, which they were not fit for, 
could never attain to the eſteem which 
would have been paid chem, if ti.cy had ap- 
ply'd themſelves to what was moſt proper 
for them, 

I accquainted the dutcheſs with my re- 
ſolution, who gave her conſent to it the 
more freely, becauſe ſhe began to grow 
weary of me. I took notice of it, but what 
ſurprizd me was, that ſhe ſhouid make uſe 
of the adventure I had had, as a pretence 
for her indifferency. No body knew better 
than ſhe did, that I no ways deſerv'd the 
{ſcandal I went, under. I had at firſt told 
her all the truth; yet through a ſudden al- 
teration of her mind, ſhe ſaid, that atter 
what had happen'd it were imprudent 1n her 
to ſuffer me to viſit her often, ſince ſhe could 
not perſuade the world I was a ſober man, 
whilſt it was ſo ſtrongly bent to believe the 
contrary. This made me take notice of 


what J have ſince had a thouſand ane 
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of, that their number is but ſmall who are 
generous enough to Juſtifie an innocent friend, 
when the generality of mankind*think them 
guilty. 
| was very eaſie at the dutcheſs's change, 

but the maid s ungratefulneſs, whom J had 
ſav'd from certain ruin, gave me no {mall 
trouble. The duke was at firſt fight ſo ta- 
ken with her, that he grew ſtark mad for her, 
and expreſs d ſo much paſſion, that the dam- 
ſel, who was not ſo great a child as ſne ap- 
pear' d to be, reſolv'd to make her advantage 
of it, She ſeem'd to reſiſt him, which ſo 
increas d his paſſion that every body took 
notice of it. The dutcheſs was or pretend- 
ed to be jealous thereat ; and being deſirous 
to ſend her away as ſpeedily as poſſible, 
made uſe of me to perſuade her to ſuffer her 
ſelf to be carry d into a nunnery, unknown 
to the duke, I not doubting in the leaſt 
but ſhe had a great reſpe& for me, after the 
important ſervice I had done her, propos'd 
the thing to her, telling her, of how great 
a concern it was to her, to keep in favour 
with her lady. She ask'd me tartly why I 
troubled my ſelf? which, indeed, put me in- 
to a paſſion: and I could not forbear taxing 
her with ingratitude ; which ſhe anſwer'd by 
attronting me: and deſir'd me, not to con- 
cern my Telf with her buſineſs, denying, with 
the utmoſt confidence, that I had ever laid 
any obligation upon her. Good god's: how 
Was 1 amaz'd at her impudence ? and how 
often 
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often did I cry out, what creatures are women ? 
Having left her, I went and delir'd the dut- 
cheſs to diſpoſe of her as ſhe pleas d, giving 
her an account of the diſcourſe we had had. 
The dutcheſs found ſhe had a cunning jilt to 
deal withal, and reſolv'd to ſend her back to 
the place whence I had brought her. En- 
quiry was made for the woman, who went 
tor her mother, but ſhe was not to be found; 
and we underitoo. the pretended mother, the 
other daughter, and the bullies that had at- 
tronted me, were all gone off. 

The dutcheſs, not knowing what to do, 
but being relolv'd to get rid-of her, did not 
flick to put her out of doors; and one night 
that wretched creature was forc'd from her 
chamber, and carry'd into an hoſpital at the 
further end of the ſuburbs, to the directors 
of which ſhe was recommended as a poor 
friendleſs maid, whom they would do a 
deed of charity to receive into that houſe. 

The duke was in the country, and I knew 
nothing of all this; but it was not long cer 
I underſicod it. The duke came home, and 
not finding her there, ask'd what was become 
of her? the dutcheſs anſwer'd, ſhe had not 
heard of her ſince oue morning, that ſhe went 
out nrknown to any body, and that ſhe ſup- 
pos'd he beſt knew where ſhe was. The duke 
tretted, ſwore, and thteatned, and came pre- 
ſently to me, thinking I might inform him; 
which it were ſtrange it I ſhould, being 1g- 


norant of the matter. While I proteſted to 
him, 
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him, that I could give him no account of the 
girl, a ſervant came to tell me, that there 
was a gown-man that wanted to ſpeak with 
me. I anſwered, I could not leave my 
lord duke, and that I defir'd him to call a- 
nother time. But he was urgent to ſpeak 
with me, and, with the duke's leave, he was 
call'd in; then taking me aſide, fir, ſaid he, 
it is unconſcionable in you, after you have de- 
bauch'd a poor girl, to ſend her into an hoſpital; 
I muſt tell you we can keep her no longer, and 
that we deſire you to take her away, I pray d 
him to explain his meaning, and underſtood 
he was one of the directors of the hoſpital, 


and that the ſlut had inform'd them, I had 
{cent her thither. The duke took notice that 


we ſpoke with a grear deal of heat, and 
ask'd, what was the matter? whereupon the 
prieſt told him what we were diſcourſing 
about. The duke grew extream angry, and 
calling me a rogue and a raſcal, ſaid, he 
would take care of her; and leaving me, 
took the clergy-man into the coach with 
him, ordering him to dire& his coach-man 
to the hoſpital. I vow'd to him, I had no 
hand in the buſineſs, earneſtly begg'd I might 
go with him, and offerd to convince him 
out of rhe girl's own mouth, that I had no 
ſhare in what paſs d. But the duke would 
by no means permit me, and was accompa- 
ny'd by none but the clergy-man, ſwearing 
he would be revengd on me. Away they 
went, and I ran to the dutcheſs, to give 

| her 
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her an accovnt how matters ſtood; at which 
ſhe was much ſurpriz'd : but raking the hint 
from the opinion ſhe underitood her husband 
was poſſeſs'd with, that I had ſent the gurl 
into the hoſpital, he ſecret! y reſoiv'd not to 
undeccive him, but to let the weight of the 
duke's anger fall upon me. Thus all rhe ill of 
this ſecond ad venture fell to my ſhare. The 
duke took his miſtreſs home again to him, 
and always looked pon me as the perſon 
who had put the girl into the hoſpital; 

which the dutcheſs confirm'd, by proteſting 
ſhe was ignorant where the maid was gone, 
and, to regain his favour, wirtk'd at tic kind- 
nels he had for her, which laſted three or 
four years; after waich he marry d her to 
a captain, who has ſince rais'd her to a con- 
ſiderable fortune, inſomuch that ſhe was rec- 
kon'd one of the richeſt ladies at court, and 
was in no ſmall eſteem. Ir is not long ſince 


ſhe dy d. 


Being fix d in my deſign of leaving the cler- 
gy, I wroteto my eldeſt brother about it; who 
very well approvd of my reſolution, and ſent 
me ſome money, tha: | migut come to him. 
He was then in Rouſſillon, but order'd me to 
wait for him at Lys, where he intended ſud- 
derly to be, in hopes of ſeeing monſieur 
de Cinq Mars, his intimate friend, who was 
to be brought there after his condemnation, 
in order, as it was reported, to ſuffer a 


ſhameful death. 
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I then clap'd on a ſword, and taking 
leave of my brethren the abbots, ſome of 
whom have ſince attain'd to conſiderable 
preterments in the church ; which has often 
made me repent that I did not ſtay among 
them; I arrived at Lyons, where I met my bro- 
ther, who had diſguis'd himſelf, that he 
might the eaſier find an opportunity to ſee 
his dear friend, and receive his laſt orders. 
It 1 had hitherto met with inſtances of the 
female ſex s inconſtancy, I now found ſtronger 
proofs of the little truſt that is to be repos'd 
on the friendſhip of the great, and on the 
ſmiles of fortune, in the unhappy death of 
poor monſieur de Cing Mars, who was brought 
to Lyons the next day after my arrival. My 
brother and I went, dreſs'd like ſerving-men, 
rear to the town-hall-gate, that he might 
{ce us as he came out of his coach. He 
took notice of us, and judging from our ha- 
bits that we were unknown, and gueſſing 
at t e intent of our coming, defir'd he might 
{peak with us, alledging we had been ſer- 
vants ot his, to whom he was deſirous of 
giving ſome orders. It was pretty hard for 
him to obtain that favour, but we acting our 
parts well enough, and neither our clothes nor 
our behaviour betraying us, we were permit= 
ted to {ee him ſoon after he was got into his 
chamber, We could not forbear breaking out 
into floods of tears as we embrac'd him, but 
he, ſmiling on us, ſaid, what, my dear friends, 
could you then think all this real, and that 
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r#he king would ever ſuffer me to be put to death? 
My brother, who was better inform'd than J 
that his condition was hopeleſs, redoubled 
his grief, ſeeing him thus confident, and em- 
bracing him more cloſely, expreſs*'d ſo 
deep a ſorrow, that monſieur de Cing Mars 
chang d colour, and ſtarting back, what then, 
cry d he, are they in earneſt ? My brother con- 
tinu'd embracing him, and ſhedding abun- 
-dance of tears, but had not power to ſpeak 
a word; and monſieur de Cinq Mars, ſee ing 
he could not get any anſwer from him, turns 
to me, ſaying, what is the meaning of all ibis? 
He had no ſooner ſpoke, but I ſaw ſo great 
an alteration in his face, that I thought he 
would have {\wounded. My brother throwing 
his arms about his friend's neck, ah! dear 
Sir, ſaid he, your misfortune is but too certain. 
Here he remain'd ſpeechleſs ; and monſicur 
de Cing Mars falling on a ſudden from deep 
ſadneſs into an extravagant paſſion ; what, 
{ſaid he, enuſt I be trick'd thus! this was fol- 
low'd by ſome oaths and. imprecations, which 
my brother ſtoppꝰd, by ſaying, that he thought 
it his duty, as his friend and ſervant, to ad- 
wiſe him to think only of forgiving his Ene- 
mies, and preparing himſelf tor death. Ab! | 
as for death, reply'd monſieur de Cinq Mars, | 
JT am but little conccrn'd about it, but I never can | 
forgive wy enemies, And then he told us, how 
the king had formerly given him frequent aſ- 
ſurances, that he would die rather than for- 


ſake him. My brother heard them without 
inter- 
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form'd him, in few words, there was no 
favour to be expected from his majeſty. 
Monſieur de Cinq Mars continu'd his diſcourſe, 
ſometimes curſing the court, ſometimes con- 
triving his eſcape, and then deſit d my bro- 
ther to lend him a dagger to ſtab himſelf; 
and having no anſwer, he fell down in his 
chair, ſaying, I ſee, dear friend, that I am loſt : 


ſedate ; tis true, ſaid he, 1 find I muſt prepare 


= 1 for a future ſtate: well, Iam reſlv'd to do it; 
=» Þ aud fince I have been |, cruelly deceiv'd in this 
as | world, I muſt prevent my being ſo in the next. 
he He wept while he ſpoke theſe laſt words! 
ng my brother exhorted him not to dwell upon 
Nd the thoughts of what had paſt, but to pre- 
ED] pare himſelf for his enſuing death. This 
ur converſation laſted about two hours, and we 
ep had the conſolation to behold him very calm, 
at, tho' without any hope or thoughts of a par- 
EU don. He begg'd we would excule his weak- 
ch recs and want of moderation, and gave ſome 
iht commiſſions for my brother to execute; de- 
4. = firing him not to quit DHyens till he had ſeen 
ne- what would become of him. We departed, 
411 | glad to leave him in ſo good a diſpoſition. 
ars, ) There was no poſſibility for us to ſee him 
* 4 any more, for his execution came on preſently 
Ow after, at which we were preſent, getting as 
al- near to the ſcaffold as we could, waere he ap- 
* pear'd with an undaunted courage, and w 

out as reſolute as when we left him, When firſt 


ter- D 2 | he 


interruption, and when he had done, in- 


what ſhall I do ? then growing a little more 
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he mounted the ſcaffold, he look'd about him, 
with a deſign (as we thought) to ſpy us out; 


.and I know not whether he did or no, but 
he bow'd towards us. For my part, I could 
not bear that doleful fight, but caſt down 
my eyes, which I lifted not up, till I heard the 


blow ; which left only the trunk to be ſeen, 
the blood flowing thence in abundance. My 
brother ſeeing him dead, ſaid, let us be gone, 


the buſineſs is over. We, both of us halt 
dead, were no ſooner at home but we got 


to bed, where my brother remain'd a longer 
time than I did, being really fallen ſick upon 
it. I had all the reaſon imaginable to love 
my dear brother, who had been fo kind to 


me, but the inſtance he then gave me of his 


good nature, increas d the affection I bore 


him. He ofcen told me, monſicur de Cizg 


Mars's misfortunes proceeded from the paſſion 
he had for ſome women, who were the cauſe 


of his ill conduct. This, and the experience 


I had of the falſhood of that ſex, while at 
Paiis, made me again reſolve never to engage 
my ſelf with them. But, alas, there is little 
heed to be given to ſuch kind of reſolutions; 
the love of women is a rock, on which, tho 
warn'd by numberleſs ſhipwracks, our inclina— 
tion will {till hurry us. But if J had no rea- 
ſon to {pcak well of them in my younger 
days, it was worſe when a riper age made me 
capable of receiving more refin'd and more 
violent paſſions. 

© ] fol- 
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I follow'd my brother into Catalonia, where” 
my firſt campaign made me an eye-witneſs of 
the taking of Perpignan, and the conqueſt of 
all the Rouſſillun. 1 ſerv'd then in his regi- 
ment, and on ſome occaſions convinc'd him 
I was no coward, for I was more daring 
than uſual in the firſt engagements. A military 
lite began to pleaſe me; and being well read 
in hiſtory, I fancy'd my felt to tread in the 
ſteps of Cæſar or Alexander, which animated 
my ſoul with an heroick courage. 

About the latter end of October we return'd 
to Paris, after the battle of Lerida, gain'd by 
the mareſchal de la Mothe, who preſented me 
to cardinal Richlieu, giving me all the praiſe 
that can well be beſtow'd on a young man. 
The cardinal knew my brother, and was 
not ignorant of his intimacy with monſieur 
de Cing Mars. I know not whether he was 
in earneſt when he told me that I had 2 
very diſcreet brother, and that I ſhould do 
well to follow his example. My brother, 
who was preſent, making no reply, he repea- 
red over again, that I had a very diſcreet 
brother; adding, that he knew him to be ſo: 
and promis'd us all poffible fa vour, provided 
we would ſtick to our duty. 

This viſit being ended, I ask'd my brother, 
why the cardinal had inſiſted ſo much on his 
diſcretion; and he inform'd me, that the car- 
dinal had two days before ſent for him, to 
diſcourſe with him about monſieur de Cing 
Mars: that he ſeem'd to him to be very much 

© of Trad con- 
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concern'd on his account, and had ask'd him 


ſeveral queſtions, eſpecially for what reaſon 0 
monſieur de Cing Mars had ſuch an averſion by 
for him. To which he told me, he had an- n 
ſwer d, that he had no knowledge of the de- . 
ſigns or ſecret inclinations of monſicur de 6 
Cing Mars ; and the cardinal not having ap- | 155 
peat d ſatisfy d with this reply, he ſuppos d r 
what he had ſaid was by way of reflection. = 
This made me think the cardinal would ra- 65 
ther be an enemy than a friend to us: But U ; 
| the death of that prelate, which happend 15 
1 the fourth day of December following, ſoon he 
| | rid us of thoſe tears. won 
| a 
| I was then eightcen years old; we liv'd dec 
1 . 5 . Af! 
iſ with my mother, who allow'd us meat, drink +4 
Il and lodging ; but we could not oblige her to ' 15 
4 do more for us, by reaſon ſhe had made a em 
| | ſhift, what by her ſettlement and other pre- * 
1 tenſions, to get from us the little eſtate my FA 
1 father had left. My brother the count was ve 
5 alſo with us; and ſhe had taken home my One 
„ ſiſter, who was near thirty, and had con- my 
1 [ ſtantly refus'd to be a nun. My mother had f 
+ taken her out of the convent in hopes to 


marry her to a young officer, a relation 
of ours, whom ſhe had the entire manage- 
ment of. It was an ill match for her daugh- 
ter; but ſhe, who had no greater deſire than 
to get rid of her, thought it good enough, 
provided he would but agree to it. Fearing, 


however, it might ſound ill that ſhe ſhould 
con- 
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conſent to ſo unequal. a marriage, ſhe endeas- 
vour d to vindicate her ſelf, by bringing 
things about in ſuch a manner, as that ſhe 
might ſeem to have been forc'd to it ; and- 
there I had an inſtance how baſely parents- 
act, who ſeek rather their own ſatisfaction 
than their childrens happineſs. The way ſhe 
made uſe of was, to make people believe he. 


had debauch'd her; and to compaſs her de- 


ſign, ſhe left them alone as long as they 
pleas'd. By this means the officer fell in 
love with my ſiſter, and endeavour all he. 
could to do what my mother intended; but 
ſhe reſiſted him, either out of virtue or a. 
want of kindneſs for him. Her coyneſs ad- 
ded freſh fuel to the fire, for he grew more 
paſſionate, and through my mother's ſecret aſ- 
ſiſtance eaſily got into my ſiſters chamber, 
while ſhe was aſleep. My mother having 
quickly intelligence, made us all be call'd up, 
to ſurprize them together; whereupon we 
went into the room, when my mother, with- 
out admitting any excuſes, made the officer 
promiſe, he would marry her the next day; 
which was done, tho' my ſiſter ſwore there 
had nothing paſs'd between them that might 
any way prejudice her honour. But ſhe 
was forc'd to comply, and fearing, leſt a 
mother, who was ſo unworthy as to ex- 
poſe her thus, ſhould puniſh her worſe ſome 
other way, ſhe conſented to marry a man 
whom ſhe had never any reſpect for; but 
all my mother got by their wedding was, 
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that ſhe coupled two perſons together, who 


{oon became a charge to her. 
My eldeſt brother, tho' he had no eſtate 


belides his commiſſion, had long ſince thought 


of getting him a wife: he lovd, and was 
belov'd by a perſon of the firſt quality. 
The match would have been very equal, had 
her parents given their conſent; for tho 
my brother bore not ſo high a title, yer his 
family was more ancient, and his own 
perſonal merit, with the honourable poſt 
he had in the army, made him be not a lit- 
tle reſpected; but he had not as yet attain'd 
to the pitch of preferment he arrivd to 
afterward, and they judg d of him then but 
by the ſmalneſs of his eſtate. That lady 
was deny'd him, and he reſolving to be 
marry d, eſpous'd a rich merchant's daughter, 
who brought him near four hundred thou- 
ſand livres. This marriage was the ma- 
king of him, and he was 1n the right, to 
conſider, that how great ſoever his deſert 
might be, he could never put himſelf for- 
ward, withiyut an eſtate to ſupport it. 
The lady whom he had courted was in- 
rag'd at his marriage ; and though he had 
taken no little pains to make her ſenſible, 
that it was a folly in him to perſiſt in 
loving her, ſhe was not fatisfy d with his 
arguments. She was obſtinate and opini- 
ated, and affected to contemn wealth and 


honour as much as my brocher ſeem'd to 
be Ik | reſpect 
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reſpect both. In a word, ſhe would have 
made a fine character in a romance. | 

My brother, who had a great affection 
for me, kept nothing of all this from my 
knowledge, and I was inform'd by him how 
he had diſoblig'd her My head being full 
of romances, I admir'd his miſtreſs's humour, 
and blam'd my brother for having marry'd 
agaiuſt her will; nay, I found my ſelf in- 
clind to affect ſo romantick a perſon, and 
would gladly have been in her favour : but 
my other brother, had prevented me, ha- 
ving already engag'd her. I do not know 
whether ſhe lovd him, or whether it was 
to ſpite my eldeſt brother, that ſhe ſeem'd 
to admit of his addreiles, bur I perceiv'd 
they were pretty familiar, when I defign'd 
to make my applications to her. My bro- 
ther was a brute, who kept no meaſures 
with any one, and ſeeing he made his ap- 
plications to her, I thought fit to put off 
my courtſhip to another time. All I did, 
was to tell my eldeſt brother c it; who 
forcſeeing what might follow, and having 


| yet ſome reſpe& for the lady, ſeriouſly ad- 


visd my brother to deſiſt. He preſently ac- 
quainted his miſtreſs with it; who, thinking 
my brother had done it out of jealouſie, and 
reſolving to provoke him as far as ſhe could, 
propos'd his running away with her : which 
luicing with his temper, he readily em- 
brac'd, for he was vain and raſh enough 
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Og attempted the ſtealing of a prin- 
cels. 
They put all things in readineſs to ef- 
fe& their purpoſe, but a perſon whom 
the lady entruſted with it, and who 
dreaded the event, acquainted her father ; 
who ſent her immediately into a nunnery, 
forbidding my brother ever to come near 


her. The fool ſent him a challenge, which 


the other lighting, obtain'd an expreſs or- 
der for his impriſonment, and he remain'd 
two years in the Baſtile. 

We were not ſorry for our being rid of him, 
ſeeing he was always full of incumbrances, 
which occafion'd no ſmall trouble to us; 
beſides, I had ftill a ſecret inclination for 
the young lady, and all ſhe had done on 


that ſcore did but inhance my defires. I 


was heartily vex d that ſhe ſhould not have 
pitch'd upon me ſooner than on that gid- 
dy coxcomb. My vanity was offended at 
it, and I wiſh'd for an opportunity of gain- 
ing her heart; ſo unaccountable are the 


means whereby the ſeveral paſſions creep in- 


to our breaſt; for, to ſpeak the truth, the 
motive of my love ſhould rather have been 
a reaſon for my contempt. My thoughts 
ran wholly upon that beautiful perſon, and 
J long'd to ſee her in the convent where 
ſhe was. For which end, I repreſented to 
my brother, that what ſhe had done, be- 
ing but through a fit of anger, he ought 
not to deſert her; this I did fo — 
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that he refolv'd to make her a viſit, and cars 


ryd me with him. He would not ap- 


pear in it at firſt, but ſent me to her in 
a footman's diſguiſe, as tho” I had come 
from her father. She came to me, and ha- 
ving known me, expreſs d no little joy. I 
forgot that my errand was but to give her 
notice of my brother's coming, and — 
my ſelf more amoro..s at fight of her than 

before had been, I mention'd not a word of 
him, but ſpoke only of my ſelf. I upbraided 
her with her intrigue with my brother the 


count, as an injuſtice ſhe had done me, 


who was her moſt paſſionate adorer, This 
declaration was anſwer'd in a very obliging 
manner, for ſhe deſir'd me to write to her 
daily, and ſee her often, and aſſur d me 
ſhe would be wholly at my devotion. Our 
converſation laſted ſo long, that my brother 


'growing impatient, came into the porter's to 


lee what ſtaid -me there all that while, and 
deſir d me to withdraw. I was not over- 
well ſatisfy'd at it, but fearing to diſo- 
blige him, I went out, and ſtood cloſe to 
the door, liſt ning to their diſcourſe. : 
I heard her ſay, after the ſhedding of ſe- 
veral tears, ſhe was unhappy in having 
ſettled her love on that brother of the three 
who had the leaſt affection for her, and there- 
upon ſhe gave him an account of all Thad ſaid 
to her. I could ſcarce forbear interrupting her 
in her treachery; however, Idid not, but heard 


my brother admoniſh her not to hearken to 
young 
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| young men, who could only ruin her; that ſhe on 
: [ ſhould by a ſober and modelt behaviour en- pe! 
18 deayour to regain her father's good will, and qu 
14 then think of a husband that might deſerve my 
4 her: as for him he would remain her ſure the 
14 and conſtant friend. She anſwer'd theſe hin 
l: wholeſome admonitions by a treſh ſhower 
of tears and new reproaches, ſwearing his 
inconſtancy ſhould not be unpuniſh'd, bur tha 
that her ſelf would revenge it by his blood. my 
My brother having endeavour'd, in vain, to tro 
appeaſe her, left her, and we came back. der 
He told me by the way, that he was hap- had 
Py not to have marry'd her, and that ſhe the 
was of a dangerous violent temper, and his 


one who would not ſtick at any thing to Iv 


compaſs her ends; an inſtance of which was, the 
that ſhe had pretended to him that I had con 
courted her. I cry'd out, Oh, the jilt! I all 
had no power to ſay any more, but the tears I 1 
came in my eyes. My brother fell a laugh- ſee 
ing, and by the exhortations he made me, wit 
to be very wary in my addreſſes, and take tho 
care what women I had to deal withal, dau 
made me ſuſpect he did believe her. = 

I was vexd to the heart at what had gett 
happen'd, and charm'd at the ſame time anſ\ 
with my brother's goodneſs and moderati- ing 
on, who did not expreſs any diſſatisfaction vo he 
with me, but only advisd me, for my own her 
fake, not to concern my ſelf with her. I that 
follow'd his counſel, tho' ſomething unwil- treſ: 


Lngly ; and, I even think, I ſhould have went mar 
| On . 
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on my Own way, had not two things hap- 
pen'd; one, that ſhe marry'd a perſon of 
quality in the country,; and the other, that 
my brother being order d away ſuddenly to 
3 army, I was oblig'd to accompany 
im. 


We went into Champaigne, which was 
that year become tlie ſeat ot the war, and 
my brother's regiment, with ſome other 
troops of reſerve, were orderd to ſtay un- 
der the walls of Charleville, My brother, who 
had been made a brigadier-general, follow'd 
the duke d' Anguin, leaving me to look after 
his regiment during the battle at Rocroy, 
] was not a little troubled that I could not be 
there; and tho I had that year obtain'd a 
company in my brother's regiment, and 


all the officers paid me a great reſpect, yet 


I ſhould have been very much concern'd to 
ſce my felt of no ſervice, had I not met 
with a handſome maid, who employ'd my 
thoughts another way. She was a citizen's 
daughter, but beſides her beauty, her carri- 
age raisd her above her birth, and both to- 
gether kindled a paſſion in me, which ſhe 
anſwer'd with an equal flame : ſhe was go- 
ing to marry a young man of that town 
when I firſt grew acquainted with her; but 
her averſion to a citizen's life was ſo great, 
that ſhe own'd, ſhe had rather be my miſ- 
treſs all her life, than to be marry to that 
man. For, ſaid ſhe, I cannot — that 

you 
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you ſhould marry me: I weigh too well the * 00 
difference between your quaiity and mine, 


and ſhould never require it of you: but = 
I will truſt to your honour, and leave my * | 
ſelf to your diſpoſal, too happy in enjoying = 


| your love and converſation, | | 
! Indeed, I was ſo tranſported to hear her | ( 


4 talk thus, that I thought I had never lov'd b 
1 till then; ſo great was the difference be- Fw 
1 tween what I felt for her, and what I had felt 10 
181 for others. I anſwer'd, her heart was all I * 
Ul could covet ; and that if I could contribute : q 
ll | to her bliſs, I would marry her that very E 
| j moment. No, no, ſaid ſhe, do not think of e 
| 1 that, only contrive to place me where we es: 
{ .may freely give and receive tokens of each * 
! other's love. We agreed, that after the cam- cok 
| paign was over, I ſhould fend for her to Pa; 
| Paris, and that ſhe would the whilſt make wi 
18 her friends believe ſhe had a mind to enter My: 
| into a religious houſe. She was wholly * 
guided by me; but I, at laſt, overcome with es 
a ſtrong deſire of enjoying her, reſolv'd to Wy 
1 marry ; and having made a contract, and hab 
„ got a prieſt and ſome witneſſes, we went in- 1 
1 to the country, where we made a wedding; my 
to which the moſt eſſential formalities were * 
wanting, yet it ſeem'd as good as any wy: 
to us two, who underſtood: not what was — 


requiſite for it's validity. No body knew * 
of it but ſuch perſons as muſt needs be 


entruſted with it, and about a fortnight 2 
after, finding a neceſſity for me to be gone, OS 


ſhe 
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ſhe went into a nunnery, declaring to her 
friends, that ſhe had renounc d all thoughts 
of a husband, and had made a vow to lead 
a holy life. They, who had already begun 
to be jealous at my frequent viſits, were glad 
to ſee her ſo well diſpos'd, and readily con- 
ſented to what ſhe had a mind to impoſe on 
their belief; and ſhe, the better to cover her 
deſign, took a nun's habit. I alſo gave over 
viſiting her as ſoon as ſhe had taken it; but 
I was preſent at that ceremony, wherein I 
juſt got a minute to bid her adieu; for to- 
wards the latter end of July our regiment 
was order d for the ſiege of Thionville, Her 
time of probation being to laſt a year, I pro- 
mis'd her, that before that expir d, I would 
take her from that nunnery, and carry her to 
Paris. She told me, ſhe thought her ſelf 
with child, and begg'd I would not let her 
ſtay too long there. I ſwore with all poſſible 
ſincerity, that I would be as good as my 
word, {o ſoon as the forces ſhould be in their 
winter-quarters, and left her, being poſſeſs d 
with all the love and grief my heart was ca- 
pable of, We had taken our meaſures for 
writing to each other, but our letters were 
intercepted, and ſhe did not hear from me all 
the while the campaign laſted. There was 
no poſſibility of my leaving the army to fetch 
her out of that convent, or of being inform'd 
of the cauſe of her ſilence; for after the 
taking of Thionville, we were ſent into Ger- 
many to reinforce the mareſchal de Guebriant's 

army, 
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army. I never could obtain leave to be ab- 
ſent, but remain'd moſi part of the winter 
there ; all I could do, not doubting but that 
our letters were ſtopp'd, was to order ſome 
ſoldiers that went from France, to call at 
Charleville, which I did two or three times, 
but I never heard from any of them ſince. 
About the latter end of March I came to 
Paris, and the very next day rid poli for 
Charleville, tor I was almoſt diſtracted through 
the impatience and angviſh I had, not to 
have heard, for almoſt ten months together, 
from a Perſon whom I was ſo tender of, and 
for whom my flame was increas'd by my un- 
eaſineſs at the ignorance I remain'd in of her 
condition. 

Being arrivd at Charlevile about three in 
the afternoon, I ſaw a multitude ot People 
got together; and having ask'd what was 
the matter, I was inform'd that they were 
going to hang a young woman, who had 
murther'd her unlawtul iflue. I preſently ſaw 
the priſoner coming along, attended by a 
confeſſor and the hangman : good gods! 
how great was my amazement, when fixing 
my eyes on that unfortunate perſon, I found 
her to be the ſame I had ſo great a deſire 
to ſee! There was ſuch an alteration in her 
face, that none but a lover could have known 
her; and as often as I think on the ſad 
eſtate ſhe was in, I cannot forbear weeping, 
and the tears even now trickle down. 
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I ador'd her with the utmoſt paſſion ; my 
eſteem for her was not inferior to my love, 
and I never. had known any thing of her 
but what deſerv'd my admiration: then let 
it be judg'd how theſe impreſſions could at- 
fect my ſoul at ſuch a ſight: I was ready 
to drop down with grief and aſtoniſhment 
but recovering ſome preſence of mind, I made 
way through the crowd, crying out, as loud 
as I could, grace, grace. I was on horſe- 
back, very much fatighed, and appear d as 
an expreſs: the people hearing me cry ſo, 
thought I really brought a reprieve, and began 
to flock about me. I ſaw the ſigns of a ge- 
neral joy appear in every countenance, and 
was thereby encouragd to cry out louder yet, 
that every one ſhould aſſiſt me in ſaving her. 
With this, part of them began to pull down 
the gallows, while the boldeſt follow d me; 
and having routed the officers of juſtice, ſhe 
was left to our management. They took her, 
and gave her into my arms as I fate on 
horſeback ; and I, embracing her, ſpurr'd 
on, and got without the walls. The officers 
made a ſhew of following me, but my kind 
contederates ſhut the city-gates upon them, 
and I found my ſelf in one of the ſuburbs, 
waere I met with no oppoſition ; far from 
that, a man, who let horſes out to hire, 
ſceing mine could ſcarce gallop, gave me a 
treſh one; on which TI mounted without 
abandoning my prey; and I found my ſelf 
accompanied by four horſmen, well equipp 
no 
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mov d to ſave from puniſhment, ſuch as 
are convicted of certain crimes, occaſion'd 
by deſpair. 


lop'd for about a league, went into a wood 
to take a little breath, and endeavouring 
to ſet my miſtreſs up behind me, being not 


able to hold her in my arms any longer; ſhe 


was in a ſound, and had ſo little breath, that 
having laid her down, I thought ſhe had 
been really dead. One of the men that 
were with me, who was ſtronger and leſs 
tir'd than my ſelf, told me, it was not ſafe 
ſtaying where we were, and that he would 
underrake to carry her in his arms till night. 
We got up on horſeback, and at two the 
next morning arrivd at a town twelve 


leagues diſtant from Charlevile ; ſo great 


was the ſpeed we had made. There we 
reſted two hours, and the firſt thing we did 
was to put the poor creature into a very 
hot bed, where ſhe began to give {ome 
ſigns of life. I was near her all the while, 
and the joy I conceiv'd at her deliverance 
was not great enough to ſtifle the vexation 
J was in, at the thoughts of what ſhe had 
endur'd, and of her preſent condition. At 
length ſhe open'd her eyes, and having fix'd 
them on me, without expreſſing any know- 
ledge of me, I embrac'd her very tenderly, and 
with tears in my eyes; ah! ſaid I, do you 
; not 


who came of their own good will, to offer 
me their ſervice; ſo eaſily are the people 


I got then out of the ſuburbs: | 
with my four companions, and having gal- | 
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not then know me? She chang'd colour, and 
railing her ſelf up, ſaid ro me, in a fright, 
what, fir, are you dead? I anſwer d no, 
I was living, and, at length, by often tel- 
ling her who I was, ſhe came to her ſelf a- 

ain, and I had the comfort of ſeeing her fit 
had left no dangerous ſymptoms. 

Who can expreſs the extaſie J was in, 
when I ſaw her alive again ; and the joy, the 
tenderneſs and love, I was poſſeſs d with, 
when her Eyes diſcover'd her heart to have 
the ſame inclinations I felt in my own. Such 
moments as theſe may be pronounc'd happy. 
We embrac'd each other, without uttering 
one word, for our tears and ſighs would have 
ſtopt our ſpeech, had the tranſport we were 
in permitted us to talk. But our joys 
were diſturb'd by the neceſſity of purſuing 
our journey; and, by good fortune, we found 
there a kind of horſe-litter, wherein we 
plac'd her; and thus we came to Reims by 
break of day. We hid our ſelves in a pri- 
vate houſe, where my obliging company 


T remaind with me all day, and then taking 

T their leave, they promis d me they would 

© Þ not betray us, but would pretend they 
had perſu'd us, and could not overtake 
us. ö 


I remain'd alone with that dear creature, 
who inform'd me how ſhe had been brought 
into the condition I had reliev'd her from. 


Seeing, ſaid ſhe, that I could not hear from 
your 


rt tw | tis Ft fa. 3 


you, I doubted not but you had prov'd falſe | 
to me, and that made me reſolve to turn nun 
in earneſt; but I was in an extraordinary 
trouble, when J felt too certain ſigns of my 
being with child, and my care increas'd as 


my time drew near. I knew not what kept 
me from deſtroying my ſelf, for death was 
the only thing I wiſhed for, being depreſs'd 
with the ſorrow I was in to ſee you had 
deceivd me, and with the extremity of my 
circumſtances. I reveald my condition to 
an old maid which belong'd to the convent, 
wherein ſhe had ſcrvd a long time, and ſhe 
was the only one who had any knowledge of 
my being deliver d, for I had the courage not 
to cry out. This wicked woman took the 
child, without ſaying any thing to me, ſave 
that ſhe would diſpoſe of it, and going out 


before it was day, threw it into a riyulet 


that runs through the nunnery. By miſ- 
chance, or rather by the direction of divine 
Juſtice, the child, carry'd down by the ſtream, 
ſtuck to a grate, which divided part of the 
convent from a ſtreet that is very much tre- 
2 It was ſeen, and the juſtices ſent 
for; who came to the nunnery, very much ſcan- 
daliz d. Information being given to the ab- 
beſs, ſhe eaſily found out I was the mother; 
and I took little pains to juſtifie my ſelf, ſo 
great was the deſire I had to die. I ac- 
cus d not her who had done the fact, and 
every body thought me the only criminal. 
None of the nuns took any pity on me, _ 

all, 
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all, on the contrary, did, with the utmoſt ſe? 
n verity, ſay, there was no puniſhment bad 
y enough for me. Thus was I deliver d into 
te hands of ſecular juſtice, and all my friends 
s W intereſt could not obtain the putting a ſtop to 
t my ſentence. I was remov'd to Paris, where 
my dreadful doom was confirm'd : and, while 
1 WY 1was there, I wrote a letter to you, which 
4 ou will perhaps find in the hands of your 
y mother's porter, wherein I bad you farewel, 
o and told you what thoughts I rerain'd for you, 
t, and that I dy'd entirely yours. 

e Here, inclining her head in my boſom, a 
food of tears hindred her farther diſcourſe. 
t As for me, I could not forbear weeping du- 
ring the ſad relation; which at laſt ſhe ended, 
telling me, that when I came in, crying out 
grace, ſhe knew me; but that ſince that mo- 
ment ſhe had been wholly depriv'd of that 
title ſenſe, which the dread of impending 
death had left her. Her misfortune touch'd 
we to the foul, and I could not ſufficiently 
e reproach my felt tor being the cauſe. 

1 Having recover'd her health, I ask'd her, 
t bat ſhe thought of going to Paris with me? 
de had no reaſon to doubt of the ſincerity 
ot my affection; nevertheleſs, through a ge- 
rerofiry, which ſhew'd her ſoul greater yet 
than 1 could have thought it; no, ſaid ſhe, 
my dear, I cannot flatter my ſelf with the 
thoughts that you love me ſtill : the crime I 
have appear'd guilty of, and the ſhameful 
ſentence I lie under, make me for ever un- 
worthy 
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worthy your eſteem: all I expe& from you | 
is, that you would have ſo much compaſſion 


on me, as to procure me a confinement, 
where I may ſpend the reſidue of my life 
in an unfeign'd and auſtere penance. Ah! 


reply d I, for god's ſake, do not cheriſh ſuch | 
fancies, I am the criminal, you are innocent. | 


Nothing of this redounds to your ſhame, 


but will rather inhance my love and admira- | 
All arguments were fruitleſs, and ſhe | 
being perſuaded that our marriage could 
not ſtand good, was obſtinately bent to turn | 
nun, which 1 promis'd I would not oppoſe, } 


tion. 


ſo ſoon as we ſhould arrive at Paris. She 
ſufter'd me to carry her thither, and I took 
a very handſome lodging tor her near to the 
franciſcan fryers in St. Laurence s ſuburbs, 
where I left her, and return'd home. 'T here 
I tound the letter ſhe had ſpoken of, which I: 
have ever ſince kept by me, and will inſert 
here, in confirmation of her generoſity. 


| Jon my letter from a d leſul priſon, being 
condemned to die, fur a crime that pi cceeded 
but from the too great affeition 1 Jure jou; the 
melancholy occaſion of my Journey hither was, t0 


hear the confirmation of the dreadful ſentence I 


ie under, Who would have thought, alas ! that 


1. ſhould have ſeen Paris on this account, whe it 
was there I once propos'd to have been made jo! 
ever happy, by enjoying you ! Jou will abhor the 
thoughts of me, when you kuow through what 
kind of death my days are at an end. wh 
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lf, T aſſure you, that how ſhameful ſoever 


it be, 1 embrace it with pleaſure, as ridding 
me of a life grown tireſome to me, ſince you 
have forgot me. F you go to Charleville you 
will there be inform'd of my guilt, without 
your being ſuſpected to be any ways concern'd ; 
for I never have mention d your name, deſiring to 
preſerve your honour and reputation, which I 
value above my own ſafety. The only fa- 
vo I beg of you is, that you would cauſe 
ſome maſſes to be ſaid for my ſoul ; and that 
you would believe, if heaven has mercy on 


me, I ſhall continually interceed far your proſ- 


perity, 
Farewel, 


I Dye wholly Yours, 


How was I mov'd at the reading of this 
letter! I ran to her lodging, more determi - 
ned than ever not to {utter her to be a nun; 
there I found her not, and underſtood that 
one of the fryars had been with her. I 


went to him to enquire what was become 


of that lovely creature, but he would not 
ſatisfie me. After a week's ſearch, I under- 
itood ſhe was at the Fotel-Dieu, with a 
deſign there to take the veil. Thither I ran, 
and with much difficulty got leave to ſee her. 
I never was ſo tranſported : I fell at her 
feet, and (wore I would ſtab my ſelf if the 
would not hearken to me. My deſpair 


moy'd 


* 

17 1 

mov d her compaſſion, and ſhe ſaid, with tears 
in her eyes; what would you do, ſir? you 
cannot keep me and preſerve your reputati- 
on, and it would be an eternal ſhame to you 
to marry a woman whom you have taken 
from the gallows. The queſtion now, anſwer'd 
I, is not about marrying, ſince you won't ſuf- 
fer me on that ſubject ; but at leaſt if you 
muſt be a nun, chuſe ſome other houſe. O! 
fir, reply'd that generous perſon, I will not 
be a charge to you; I came hither becauſe 
my admittance would coft me nothing, and 
I cannot enter into another convent with- 
out putting you. to an expence, which I 
know you cannot well bear. Ah ! faid I, 
my life and forture are devoted to you, and 
whatſoever it colt, I will certainly place 


you where you ſhall noc be liable to ſuch 


auſterities. To this I added a thouſand 
more endearing expreſſions, but could ob- 
tain nothing from her: then ſhe left me, 
with an aden, ſo moving, it wounded my 
very heart. Not prevailing with her, I ask'd 
for the prioreſs, and oppos d her entertain- 
ing that young woman, acquainting her, 
ſhe was my wife, and that I demanded her 
as ſuch, She thereupon {ending for her, 
told her, ſhe could not receive her, and fo 
I had her again: but overcome by her preſ- 
ſing intreaties, I carry'd her to a little con- 
vent, the ſuperior of which was my very 
good friend, to whom I recommended her, 
as being a woman of near concern to * 
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In the mean while, what I had done at 
Charleville, made no {mall noiſe in the world, 


and I heard informations were prefert'd a- 


gainſt me. All my friends had heard the 
{tory, and I found by publick diſcourſe, that 
indeed I could not marry her with honour. 
I ſhall not relate, all the feveral deſigns that 
came into my head, for I thought it very 
hard that I ſhould be ſo great a ſlave to o- 
ther mens opinions, as not to have the li- 
berry of ſpending my life with a perſon, 
whoſe reputation was only tainted by the 
misfortune of loving me. It ſhe would have 
conſented to it, my reſolution was to go in- 
o England, but ſhe was ſtill perſuaded, that 
1 oughr, for my own credit, to let her take 
2 nun's habit. My eldeſt brother, to whom 
related the particulars of this accident, 
told me, he pitied me, but that I was hap- 
py, however, to have met with a perſon, 
wao was of her ſelf inclin'd to do what I 
ould have perſuaded her to. This he con- 
tErm'd with ſo many good reaſons, that I ſaw 
i: was neceſlary tor me to comply with her 
deſires. I obtain'd her pardon and my own, 
aud then we plac'd her into a nunnery of 
the Carmelites, My eldeſt brother generouſly 


preſented her with two thouſand crowns ; 


and I oblig'd her to accept ot a ſmall annu- 
itv, which 1 freely gave to the convent. We 
chang'd her name, and concealing what had 
bappend to her, ſhe was admitted with a 
great deal of reſpect, and no body has ever 

known 
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known who ſhe was. She has ſince led a 
very holy life, and my brother and I have 
for ever after had in her a ſincere and aſſur d 
friend, to whom we had always recourſe, 
when we wanted advice or conſolation, It 
was with all immaginable difficulty, that I 
brought my felt to conſider her as a perſon 
ſecluded from the world, and had not my 
brother ever afforded me a kind aſſiſtance, I 
mould, no doubt, have loſt my wits. In- 
deed I never had ſo great a paſſion or value 
for any one. Thus by a ſtrong caprice of for- 
tune the only woman who deſcrv d. my eſ- 
teem, was one whom honour oblig 'd me not 
to marry, nor even appear to be in love with. 


This adventure, and the concern it gave 
me, put me very much backwards in the 
world, for it was a whole year before I 

would ſee any body, having taken a retir'd 
lodging near the Carmelites, whence I never 
{tirrd, and where I was known to no one; 
for I went under the notion of a man that 
had withdrawn himſelf from converſation, 
and minded nothing but the way to heaven. 
My brother, however, kept my , company 
{om being diſpos d of, having given out that 
J was ill, and oblig'd to drink the waters of 
Bourbon, which were abſolutely neceſſary for 
tlie recovery of my health. 

I ſhall forbear giving an account of the 
life I led in that kind of hermitage, and 
how agreable it was to meto diſcern my 
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Carmelite's voice from that of her companions, 
while they were ſinging maſs. That was 
the only bliſs I-enjoy'd, for ſhe conſtantly 
refus' d to ſee me, contenting her ſelf with 
writing to me ſometimes, adviling me to have 
more courage, and think of her no longer, 
and either wholly to forſake the world, or 
follow a life more ſuitable ro my birth, 


My brother's deſires, join'd with her ad- 
monitions, prevail d with me to return to 
the army; which I did in the year 1645. 
vas then but twenty; but I thought that 
after the experience I had had, it would be 
impoſſible tor any woman to delude me again. 
made the art of war my only ſtady, and 
tound that the trouble which the loſs of a 
woman, I lovd fo dearly, had given me, 
did nor a little contribute to raiſe my name z 
by occaſioning me to ſeek for an opportunity 
ot dying with honour, fince I could no lon- 
ger live with pleaſure. I fought in the bat- 
tle at N;thlinzuen, and thence went into 
the mareſchal de Turenne's army, where I 
was at the taking of Dunkeſpiak; 1 may with- 
out vanity ſay, that none was more bold 
than my felt in either of theſe occaſions. 
Let man be naturally never ſo brave, they 
generally ſtand in need of ſome external mo- 
tives, to attain a reputation of valour ; and 
that which provok'd me to act asI did, was 
rather deſpair than ambition, 
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I return'd not to Paris till Landau had 
ſurrendred to monſieur de Turenne; and 


there I found that my nun's neighbourhood 


encreas'd my melancholy humour, for I could 
not forbear going to the Carmelites, This 
weakneſs of mine I diſclos'd to my brother; 


who being perſuaded that nothing but a long 


abſence could perfectly cure me, propos d to 
me a voyage, which I had an opportunity to 
make, into Poland. The princeſs Mary was 
to go thither about the beginning of No- 
vember, and the relation ſhe knew we had 
to a prince, whom ſhe had lov'd till death, 
made her deſire that I would accompany 
her. 

I accepted of this offer, and ( to my ſhame 
be it ſpoken) found in me a ſecret deſite of 
pleaſing the princeſs, endeavouring to gain 
her atteftion. I never reflected on what I 
was going to undertake; but as ſoon as I 
found ] was to make that journey, and that 
I ſhould have an opportunity of freely con- 
verſing with her, I began a little to forget 
the perſonT had loſt, and experience that a new 
miſtreſs is a better conſolation for the loſs of 
an old one, that either ambition or war. 

The princeſs was, on tie account of her 
love to the deceas d prince, much in the 
ſame condition as I had been on that of my 
Carmelite, His death was an eternal griet 
to her, and ſhe made him the ſubject of our 
daily diſcourſe, I, on the other hand, re- 


lated to her what had happen'd to me at 
Charle- 
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Charleville ; and ſhe was glad to hear I was 
capable of as tender and conſtant an aftec- 
tion as her ſelf, and we would often diſpute 
which of us were the moſt unhappy, ſhe in 
her lover's death, or I in my miſtreſs's con- 
tinement, 

If this was a romance, I might here bring 
in the converſations we had on that theme, 
winch I dare ſay, would equal the beſt in 
Clelia or the Grand Cyrus, But I omit all 
ſuch digrefſions, to ſtick only to my purpoſe; 
which 1s, to ſhew in theſe memoirs the 


temper of women, and the uſual conſequen- 


ces of engagits with them. 
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HE princeſs ſeem'd to me reſolv d 
to comfort her ſelf againſt the 
grief for the loſs of her lover, in 
FX2 the honours which waited for her 
in Poland; and it was in vain 
that I would perſwade her to drive out that 
paſſion by another, her mind being wholly 
taken up with ambition and grandeur, She 
perceiv'd however, that I ſpoke through ſelt- 
intereſt, and would often tell me, that had 
ſhe had an inclination for me, ſhe would not 
nave incourag'd my falſhood to ſo lovely 
a perſon as my nun; but I was grown 
weary of that nice fidelity, and the prin- 
cels's diſcourſe on that ſubject was uneaſy to 
me. At laſt I told her plainly, that I lovd 
her, which ſhe ſeem'd to disbclieve : but ſee- 
ing I was in carneſt, ſhe grew ſerious upon 
the matter, and ſaid, if I talk'd any more ſo 
preſumpruouſly ſhe would ſend me back to 
France which words were utter'd with ſo 


{cornful an accent, that I liglily reſented ih 
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and reſolv'd not only to forbear ſpeaking for 
the future, but entertaining any thoughts 
of paſſion tor her; fo I continu'd filent the 
greateſt part of the voyage. This diſpleas'd 
her; and ſhe advis'd me, that, fince I could 
not be in a good humour without an amour, 
[ ſhould make my addreſſes to one of her 
maids, which was not unhandiome ; adding, 
that ſhe would take care the jeſt ſhould not 
be catry'd on too far, it being only to make 
the journey more diverting. I was not well 
plcas'd at this raillery, and reſolv d to court 
not the young woman ſhe ment ion'd, but 
the firſt Polunder 1 ſhould like as ſoon as we 
ſhould arrive. This intention, of which I 
did not inform her, made me as gay as ever, 
and the princeſs, who had been  dilatisfy* d 
at my being chagrine, ſeem d not over-well 
contented with my mirth. I took all poſ- 
ſible care not to ſpeak the leaſt word is 
might interpret as an exprefſion of my love 
to "her, which I the more eaſily effected, be- 
cauſe I really had none. How greit ſoever 
the might be, her pride and diſobliging re- 
flections ill ſtuck in my mind, and 1 had 
tenſe enough to conſider, that it was impoſ- 
ſible for me to prevail with a princeſs, who, 
beſides much ambition and haughtineſs, had 
alſo a great ſtock of virtue. p 
Our journey at laſt grew towards an end, 

and we arriv'd in Poland. King Ladiſſaus came 
to receive his new eſpous d queen, who pre- 
lented me to him in a very obliging manner. 
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As ſoon as we were got to Warſaw, I put in 
execution my purpoſe of making love to the 


firſt agreable perſon I ſhould meet. Among 


the retinue his majeſty gave the queen, there 
was a lady who pleasd me ſo well, as to 
make me think ſhe was the perſon whole 
chains I was to wear. She was about eigh- 
teen or nineteen, and daughter to one of the 
greateſt lords of that kingdom. I happen'd 
to be near her when ſhe was preſented to the 


queen, who, whether ſhe took notice of it 


or not, {mil'd, as I thought, to ſee me view 
her with great attention; and I perceiv'd 
ſince, that of all thoſe which had been pla- 


ced about her, ſhe had the firſt ſhare of her 


majeſty's fayour. The queen's kindneſs for 
her gave me frequent opportunities of ſeeing 
ker, and I grew very paſſionate, which I 
ſoon inform'd her of, that lady underſtan- 
ding French well enough to converſe in that 
tongue. I was ſomething ſurpriz d that ſhe 
ſhould be equally fond of me, but more to 
hear her expreſs it in ſo frank a manner; but 
ſhe carry'd her ingenuity ſomething too far : 
for the queen having ask'd her what diſ- 
courſe we had together, ſhe not only told 
her what I had ſaid, but alſo what anſwers 
ſhe had return'd ; confeſſirg freely, that ſhe 
was very much inclind to love me. The 
queen made her ſenſible of the inconvenien- 
cies ſuch a paſſion might be attended with, 
and order'd her never to ſpeak to me in pri- 


vate. Her majeſty laid the ſame commands 
alſo 
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alſo upon me, threatning to ſend me back in- 
to France if I diſobey'd her. It was by no 
means my intereſt to diſoblige the queen, 
and leave her on ſuch an account ; but I alſo 
lov'd that maid, and the free and natural 
manner wherein ſhe had expreſs'd her 
thoughts to me, made me dote the more on 
her. I found my ſelf then in a great dilem- 
ma, from which I was fhortly atter deliver'd, 
but it was to fall into a worſe. I had for 
eight or ten days carefully avoided my miſ- 
treſs's company, according to the queen's 
order; when her majeſty took an opportuni- 
ty to tell me, I was eaſily diſcourag d, that 
what ſhe had done was only to try me: 
But however, ſince I had been fo obedient, 
ſhe ſhould have ſome regard to my paſſion, 
and that ſhe gave me free leave to viſit the 
young lady when I would. 

I could not then imagine whence proceed - 
ed this ſudden change; the reaſon of which 
was, that her majeſty had perceiv'd the king 
had a kindneſs tor her; and whether through 
policy or jzalouſy, ſhe intended to put him 
out of conceit with her, by letting him fee 
ſhe admicted my courtſhip. 

] was not willing to loſe any time in ma- 
king reflections, my chief care being to ſeek 
tor an opportunity of {peaking to my miſ- 
:reſs, wao I perceiv'd avoided my company 
now, as much as ſh: ſouggit for it betore. 
laving ask'd her the reaſon, ſhe own'd to me, 
with her uſual openneſs of heart, that the 
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king courted her, and that it was ſo great 
an honour, ſhę durſt not receive any other 
addrefles ; but when ſhe was marry' d ſhe 
would return my love. I underſtood then, 
that the firſt thing the grandees of Poland 
do, when they have a mind to debauch a 
woman, is to get her a husband; and ac- 
cordingly there was much talk at court, a 
few days after, of a match between her and 
a great lord in Lithuania. The queen was not 
at all ſatisfy'd with it, ſince ſhe knew that 
the king's deſign in marrying of her was to 
make her his miſtreſs, and fee her with more 
liberty. She therefore perſwaded me to mar- 
ry her, not doubting but if that were done, 
I would carry her into Fance. 

I apprehended, that a great many incon- 
veniencies wight accrue to me from this 
marriage: for ſince (as her majeſty had 
toid me ) ſhe was to be marry'd but to faci- 
litate the king's amours, I thought it impoſ- 
ible for me to carry her away without his 
conſent ; which, had he granted, I knew I 
had not wherewithal to maintain a lady 
there, whoſe whole cſtate remain'd in Po- 
land. I repreſented to her majeſty, why I 
could not obey her commands, and ſhe 
ſcem'd fatisfy'd with the arguments I gave 
her; and made me an open confeſſion, that 
being deſircus to have the abſolute manage- 
ment of her husband, it was her inteteſt to 
get her match'd to one who would give her 
majeſiy a good account ot her; and ſhe 

agreed 


male 


E 

agreed with me, that I was very unfit for 
ſuch an employment. So we parted, with- 
out taking any other meaſures. 

The Lithuanian lord dyd in the mean 
while, and the king —— obſtinately bent 
to give her a husband, defir'd her to name 
whom ſhe would ; who, ſway d by her love, 
pirch'd upon me. 

The king readily yelded to it, and ſend- 
ing for me, made me that propoſal. I hum- 
1 told him, that I had no eſtate, and being 

a younger brother expected but little, ſo that 
I was in very ill circumſtances to maintain 
a wite. His majeſty anſwer d, that ſhe 
whom he deſfign'd me was rich cnough tor us 
both; and that beſides, he would make me ſo 
confi in Poland, that I ſhould not mils 
the little I had left in Frazce. I would have 
accepted this offer with no little joy, had 
it been made on any other account; for I 
had at once an opportunity of railing my 
ſelf, and marrying a woman whom I had a 
great kindneſs for; but all my philoſophy 
would not perſwade me to take her on ſuch 
repre oachful terms. Not knowing what Other 
rcaſons to give, I told the king, that his 
majeliy s favour loaded me with honour ; 
but I was naturally very jealous, and ſhould, 
m ale a very ſevere husband. The king 
ſnil'd at this excuſe, and told me, it that 
was all, he would take care to prevent it, aud 
v. . give we ſuch employments as would 
or permit me often to be wit) my Ws 

an 
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and too narrowly to pry into her behavi- 
Our. 

This I took as a great affront, but con- 
cealing my thoughts, I told his majeſty, that 
J could not renounce my native country; 
and that I would never conſent to marry, 
but on condition I might go thither imme- 
diately. No, ſaid he, I will not yield to 
you in that point ; for your ſpouſe ſhall never 
leave Poland. while J live. It it be ſo, fir, re- 
ply'd I, I humbly thank your majeſty ; and 
beg, as a farcher favour, that inſtead of 
marrying me, you would be pleas'd to grant 
me leave to return home. Upon this ti.e 
king left me, telling me I might be gone, 
and that I was a mad- man. 

Then I preſently waited on the queen, to 
give her an account of what had paſs ; 
who begg'd, with tears in her eyes, that I 
would comply with the king's detires : and 
rhat to ſatisfy my nice jealouly, the would 
keco her fo much in her preſence, that the 
Ling ſhould never find an opportunity of be- 
ing private with her; that ſhe would be re- 
ſponſible to me for her condiect, and that I 
might reſt my ſelf ſatisfy d. 

Her majeſty us'd ſo many convincing ar- 
guments, that at laſt I delicd her to tell the 


king, IL was ready to obey his commands. 


He was very glad to hear it; and wy mil- 
treis was-trantported at tac thoughts of be- 
coming my wife; and that in ſo violent a 
manner, as perſwaded me ſhe never lov a the 
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king : which gave me hopes, that being the 
only poſſeſſor of her heart; and ſeconded by 
the queen's vigilancy, I might eafily avoid 
the ſhame I dreaded. In a word, I was ſo 
taken up with the proſpe& of advancing my 
fortune, and ſatisfying my deſires, that I was 
deaf to all other conſiderations ; inſomuch 
that I wonder'd how I had ever ſcrupled the 
matter. So irreſ{olute are our minds, and ſo 
calily do we prefer what may promote our 
intereſt and pleaſure, to what ſecures our ho- 
nour. | 

I marry'd that lady, and therefore chang'd 
my name; for being thereby grown the 
owner of a conſiderable county, I was for 
ever after call'd by that title. 

The queen was as good as her word, and 
her jcalouſy and virtue, with the care I took, 
kept my wife under ſuch a conſtraint, that 
it was impoſſible for the king to be alone 
with her. He was at laſt tir'd with fruitleſs 
endeavours, and began to court a lady who 
was more her own miſtreſs. 1 was overjoy'd 
at his change, hoping I might now, without 
diſturbance, poſſeſs my own right; but that, 
alus! was prevented by a Hand I leaſt ex- 
pected it from. My t wife was inrag'd that 
te king ſhould quit her for another; and 
tue & cat attection the had expreſs'd for me, 
turn'd upon this to an implacable hatred. 
Peng averſe to all diſſimulation, ſhe openly 
told me, J was the occaſion that ſhe had 
lot her lover, It was to no purpoſe that I 

endea- 
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endeavour d to make her ſenſible of her ex- 
travagancy; all the arguments I brought 
prov'd but greater provocations; and whe- 
ther ſhe had a mind to be rid of me, or that 
ſne thought moving the king's compaſſion 
was the beſt way to regain him, ſhe com- 
plain'd to his majeſty that I treated her very 
ill. This falſe accuſation the king the ſooner 
believ'd, becauſe he remember d I had told 
him, that I was inclin'd to be extream jea- 
lous. My good natur'd ſpouſe's malice went 
farther, for ſhe gave the king to underſtand 
that J was in love with the queen; and he 
ſuſceptible of both theſe impreſſions, did, 
without tarther examination, reſolve I ſhould 
be murther'd ; which he ſaw might be the 
eaſier efteacd, becauſe my preferment had 
excited the envy of moſt of the poliſh nobility; 
The king wanted not perſons who would 
readily have taken that opportunity to e- 
preſs their zeal to him, and their malice to 
me. | 
The queen's intelligence was quicker than 
mine, and ſceing her honour was concern d, 
ſhe did not think fit to acquaint me wit! it, 
concluding I would have abſconded my felt ; 
which might confirm the king in his jcalou- 
ſy, Her firſt care was to undeceive the 
king; to which end, ſhe took no notice of 
the advice ſhe had receiv'd, but countertet:= 
ing ſome letters from Frazce, wherein ſe 
was acquainted, that my brother was dead, 
ſhe ſhew'd them to his majcſiy, telling him, 
that 
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that it would much prejudice me to be kept 


in Poland, The unconcernedneſs ſhe ſpoke 


with on my account, and her propoſal to 
have me ſent back, made him think her falſly 
accus d. He own'd to her the ſuſpicions he 
had had of an intreague between us; and 
begging her pardon, for entertaining an opi- 
nion ſo injurious to her virtue, he confeſs'd, 
thoſe thoughts, join'd with my wife's com- 
plaints, made him reſolve I ſhould die; and 
that he knew not whether I was then alive, 
ſome perſons being appointed to aſſaſſinate 
me that day. Her majeſty having blam'd 
the precipirancy of ſo cruel a reſolution, 
ſaid, he ſhould ſend for me immediately, 
there being no time to be loſt. 


A fruitleſs inquiry was made after me, for 

LI had notice of my danger; and the perſon 
wao had done me that courteſy, had alſo 
found me a place of refuge. She was one 
ot the beſt reputed ladies at court, who 
Lad often profeſs'd her felt my friend; bur I 
d not imagine her kindneſs extended ſo 
far. She made uſe of that opportunity, to 
ge me at once a declaration and convincing 
piootk of her love; being a widow, and 
conſequently miſtreſs of her own actions. 
due did not ſtick to conceal me in her own 
houſe, which I thought was an obligation 
Highly to be valu'd, ſince I ſaw my ruin was 
unavoidable it I appeard abroad. During 
a weck that I lay hid, fe propos d to me 
the 
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the ſeveral means which her paſſion inſpir'd 
her with to provide for my ſafety. That 
which ſhe inſiſted on, as the molt infallible, 
was tO poiſon my wife, the performance of 
which ſhe offer d to take upon her ſelf. I en- 
rtertain'd not her propoſal with that horrour 
which I ſhould have done at another time ; 
believing her love to me, had drown'd both 
religion and reaſon : I contented my ſelf 
with repreſenting to her the ill conſequences 
it might produce. She would never let me 
write to the queen to inform her where I 
was; and that princeſs concluding that I 


was either fled or murther d, it made het 


very uneaſy: but to prevent the ill conſtruc- 
tions people might frame of my abſence, ſhe 
caus d it to be reported, that upon the news 
of my brother's death I was return'd into 
France. 

At laſt I heard of it, and believing that 
my brother was really dead, I grew impa- 
tient to know the truth of it; and poſſitive- 
ly told the lady, that I would attend the 
queen to be better inform'd. She upbraided 
me with allowing my brother a ſhare in that 
aflection which ſhe would have ingroſs'd 
wholly to her felt. From theſe reproaches 
ſhe came to afironts, and thoſe led her to 
indifierency. Sie threat ned to betray: me 
to my murtherers; nav, and could not for- 
bear telling me, that ſince s fo firmly re- 
ſolv'd to leave her, te » take care to 
prevent it, and v outs FAG, poiſen me, than 
ſuſter 
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ſuffer me to leave her. What ſhe had pro- 
pos'd to me on my wife's account, made me 
the more fearful as to my ſelf; and this ap- 
prchenſion kept me from eating. Never did 
any couple paſs ſo ſuddainly from the warm- 
eſt love to the moſt inveterate hatred, as we 
did; for we were already grown intolerable 
to each other: Wherefore I plainly told her 
I could not love her, and intreated her to let 
me retire. 

Yes, you ſhall go, ſaid ſhe, bur it ſhall be 
out of this world : on ſaying which, ſhe 
flew at me with a dagger. I wreſted it from 
her, and ſhe received a wound in her 
breaſt ; I know not by what accident, but I 
ſaw her ſink down all over bloody. I well 
foreſa my danger, and that I could not eſ- 
cape ſhould any of her ſervants know what 
had happen'd ; which made me leave her, 
and the dagger by her. By good fortune I 


found all the doors open, and went out un- 


ſcen. Having gone through a ſtreet or two, 
came to the houſe of a Polander of my ac- 
quaintance, and begg'd his aſſiſtance, telling 
him ſome earneſt buſineſs, occaſion'd by my 
brother's death, oblig'd me to go to France, 
which I muſt do Incognito, becauſe my wife 
was averſe to my journey. This man offer d 
to ſerve me to the utmoſt of his power, and 
the very next night procur'd me ſome horſes 
which carry'd me to Dantzick; where I was 
no ſooner arriv'd, but I wrote to the queen 


a relation of my adventure. | 
She 
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She receiv d my letter, in a time when 
every one was crying out againſt me, for be- 
ing ſo baſe as to murther a lady who had 
been ſo obliging to me. She had indeed 
been found all bloody by her ſervants, and 
tax d me with the villany: And tho' her 
wound prov d but very light, ſhe ſtill per- 
ſiſted to ſay, I had a defign to have kill'd her. 
No body queſtion'd the truth of what ſhe 
ſpoke, and great ſearch was making for me, 
when the queen receiv'd my letter. She pre- 
ſently carry d it to the king; who pray'd her 
to command me, that it I were innocent, I 
ſhould not delay coming to confront my ac- 
cuſers. It was not ſo much a principle of 
doing juſtice, mov'd this prince to have me 
recall d, as the trouble which my wife created 
him, who was become a continual plague to 


him; and he wiſh'd for my return to rid him of 


ſo violent a woman, whom he no longer low d. 
The queen wrote to me, that my brother's 
death was a fiction, and that I muſt return 
to Warſaw, to clear my ſelf from the aſſaſſi- 
nation which was laid to my charge. Her 
letter came ſafe to my hands; and the joy I 
conceiv'd at the news of my brother's being 
alive ſo tranſported me, that I willingly o- 
bey'd her commands, tho' T was not unſen- 
= of the hazards to which I expos'd my 
elf. | 

As ſoon as I was arrivd, I, by the queen's 

advice, ſurrender'd my ſelf to priſon. The 


lady that accus'd me was in a great ſurprize 
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at my return; but affecting a generoſity, 
which ſhe was wholly a ſtranger to, ſhe was 
che moſt earneſt in ſuing for my pardon. For 
my part, I had rather that the truth might 
have appear d: but ſeeing this was general- 
y look d upon but as a quarrel between two 
lovers, I did not inſiſt on a fuller inquiry 
into the matter; but accepted of my grace, 
and was ſet at liberty. The king alſo oblig d 
= to return thanks to the lady my adver- 
ary. 

T his buſineſs wholly ruin'd her reputation; 
for in Poland they do not cafily pardon ſuch 
pieces of gallantry as ſhe ſcem'd to be concern d 
in, There was no other way for her to clear 
her honour than by marrying me; and that 
fully perſwaded me that ſhe poiſon'd my wife, 
who dy'd ſuddenly ſome time after. 

My ſpouſe was a little before deliver'd of 
two children, a boy and a girl, and I heard 


at once of her ſickneſs and death ; for her 


conduct had ſo highly diſoblig'd me, that we 
{ſeldom ſaw each other. However, I was 
ſorry for her, not {o much remembring the 
reaſons I had to hate her, as thoſe whereby 


ſhe once had gain'd my love. 


She was no ſooner dead, but the king him- 
ſelf told me, that I was under an indiſpen- 
{able obligation to marry the lady who had 
preſery'd my life, at the loſs of her own ho- 
nour. I begg'd of his majeſty not to precipi- 
tate this marriage, but to allow me a little 


time to mourn tor the loſs of my late wite, 
which 
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which deeply afflicted me. I hoped by this 
delay to find ſome means of breaking the in- 
tended match, without diſobliging the king, 
tho” I was reſolv'd to hazard all rather than 
comply. 

The lady was neither handſome nor young; 
and, on the other hand, her familiar acquain- 
tance with daggers and poiſons made me 
look upon her with great deteſſation: but I 
diſtembled my thoughts, and carry'd my ſelf 
to her as a woman I was ſhortly to eſpouſe. 

Imagining ſhe had made ſure of me, ſhe 
took no care to pleaſe me, treating me rather 
with an affected ſcorn, and openly profeſſing 
a kindneſs for others. I, who deſir' d nothing 
more than to break with her, began to blame 
her conduct; ſhe laugh'd at me, ſaying, ſhe 
would not conſtrain her ſelf for my humour, 
ſince I muſt marry her whether 1 would or 
no. I thought, if I could ſurprize her in 
ſome gallantry, it would free me from this 
pretended obligation; which I eaſily did, for 
ſhe carry'd on her intrigues ſo openly, that 
none need be ignorant of them ; and one 
day I was inform'd ſhe was in private with 
a Palatine. 

Thereupon I made my complaint to the 
king, ſaying withal, that after ſuch perfidi- 
ous behaviour as this, I thought my ſelf ſuffi- 


ciently excus'd from concluding the marriage. 


His majeſty reply'd, it muſt firſt be known 
whether or no that lord, with whom ſhe had 
been ſurpriz d, would marry her, becauſe — 
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he refus d it, ſhe ſtill fell ro my lot, as having 
the firſt claim to her. This anſwer I took 
for a jeſt, and could not forbear ſmiling, till 
the king very ſeriouſly told me, it was the 
cuſtom ot the land. 

I did not much trouble my {elf with con- 
ſulting the poliſh lawyers about it, for from 
that very minute I reſolv'd for France, and 
took all the neceſlary meaſures for a ſpeedy 
departure ; being weary of living in a ſtrange 
country, wherein I had met with a chain of 
misfortunes, and ſtood in daily expectation 
of worle, - 

I acquainted the queen with my intenti- 
ons, beſeeching her to take my children un- 

er her care and protection; and having pri- 
vately ſold all the eſtate I had there which I 
might diſpoſe of, I ſtole away with only one 
ſervant, taking with me of che great fortune I 
had made, only twenty thouſand crowns, for 
which I took ſome bills of exchange, and 
went, leaving my children rich enough with 
their mother's eſtate, It was then the latter 
end of the year 1647. I had liv'd two years 
in Paland, and was about twenty three years 
of age, but appear'd as thirty, being natu- 
rally tall, and grown ſomething corpulent, 
which made me ſeem older than I really 
Was. 

Once more I thought it impoſſible for any 
woman to deceive me. My journey afforded 
me leiſure enough to refle&t on the diſaſters 
they had drawn upon me: I conſider'd it was 
on 
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on their account that I had left France, in a 
ſeaſon when I might have made my fortune 
there; and that they alſo had occaſion d my 
coming from Poland, when I ſeem'd to be 
well ſettled in that country. On theſe re- 
flections I reſolv'd to make the beſt uſe of 
my experience, and think only of the army. 
I had wrote to my brother, to let him know 
of my return from Poland, who was not well 
ſatisty d with my having marry'd in that 
kingdom, and was glad I had a pretence to 
forſake it. The letters I receiv'd from him 
oblig d me to take Venice in my way, where 
he inform'd me I ſhould find a particular 
friend of his, who having fought a duel, had 
been forc'd to fly for it, and retire into that 
city. 

I arriv'd at Venice in December, and they 
were then preparing for the enſuing carnival, 
I met with my brother's friend, who prevail'd 
with me to tarry there ſome time ; during 
which, I forgot all my fine reſolutions againſt 


the female ſex. And yet J here met with freſn 


reaſons for remembring the wrongs they had 
done me; for I was no ſooner at Venice, but 
I heard it was generally reported, that I had 
been oblig'd to fly out of Poland for having 

oifon'd my wife, and ſtabb'd my miſtreſs. 
* too well knew the occaſion of that report, 
and took no little pains to undeceive thoſe 
who ſeem'd to credit it; but I found it dit- 
ficult, and have ſeveral years ſince met with 


ſome perſons, who were prepoſleſs'd with that 
opini- 
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opinion, which has done me no ſmall injury; 


ſo little difference doth ſlander make be- 


tween truth and falſhood. 

How earneſt ſoever my friends inſtances 
might be, to perſuade my taſting the diver- 
ſions of the carnival, I ſhould ſcarce have 
comply'd with them, had it not been my 
misfortune again to be extremely in love. 
"Tis true, I had felt but weak impreſſions 
of that paſſion while in Poland; which made 
me perhaps the eaſter engage in a new a- 
mour with a perſon, who, I thought, had 
a reſpe& for me. | 

She was daughter to a Venetian noble- 
man, at whoſe houſe J, on my firſt arrival, grew 
very well acquainted, through the means of 
my brother's friend, who having known 
this noble-man's eldeſt fon at Paris, had 
there renew'd his acquaintance, and en- 
creas'd it to a great intimacy. I often ſaw 
the father and ſon, but it was long before I 
had a view of the daughter, only by her 
picture. This piece ſeem'd to me fo char- 
ming, that I could not forbear crying out in 
an extaſie, I never had ſeen ſuch a beauty 
before. The lady was then in an adjoyning 
room, where, unknown to me, ſhe ſaw and 
heard me. I was no ſooner in the ſtreet but 
a man follow'd me, who, without ſaying one 
word, put an unſeal'd note in my hand, 
1 was wrote in Jtalian to this pur- 
poſe, 


THE 
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HE perſon whoſe picture you admir d has 
a higher eſteem for you than you have for 
her pitlure; if that has affirded you ſome 
pleaſure, it is in your power to ſee the ori- 
ginal. Be diſcreet; that is all which is requir d of 
you ; leave the reſt to me. 


* 


I read the note twenty times over; and 
tho' I could ſcarce imagine that it really 
came trom the perſon whoſe picture I had 
ſeen, yet I thought it being dubious I 
ought not to ſpeak of it, and that the ſafeſt 
way whither it was delign d to impoſe on 
me or whather it was real, was for me to ule 
the diſcretion. which it enjoyn'd. 

It may caſily be gueſs'd how impatient I 
was to return to the venetian noble-man's 
palace: The very rext day I made him a 
viſit, and took my opportunity to expreſs 
the deſite I had to ſee the perſon whom that 
picture repreſented, but no body otier'd to 
give me that ſatisfaction: A mask was pro- 
pos'd for the next day, and the habits agreed 
on by every ore. 

I was ſcarce got home, but the ſame man 
came into my chamber, who had given me 
the note I juſt mention d, and obſerving a 
deep ſilence, preſented me with a box, and 
immediately withdrew, I preſs'd him to 
Gay, and he anſwer'd me but in dumb ſhew, 
aud went of. Then, opening the box, I 
found it full of rich jewels, and, under 

them 
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them, this note, which was vritten in the 
ſame hand as the former. 


7 OU R Reputation being of a near concern to 

me, I was willing to contribute to your mag- 
uificence, Make uſe of theſe jewels in the in- 
tended mask, aud when you have done with 


them, you may return them to the bearer, whom 
I ſhall ſend for them. 


Then I thought TI had no reaſon to doubt 
of the reality of this adventure, which gave 


me at once a great pleaſure and no little 
diſquiet. 


I put on the jewels ſhe ſent me, which 
were ſo rich and numerous, none made 2 


better figure than my ſelf. Several ask'd me, 
where I had got them: and having anſwer d, 


that I hir'd them; the lady's brother whiſ- 


perd in my ear, he knew the perſon had 
lent them, and what the hire of them came 
to. This made me think he was his ſiſter's 
confident; I bluſh'd and made no reply. 

As I was returning home from the mask, 
I was attack'd by fix arm'd men, who ha- 
ving diſpers d my companions, ſet upon me, 
and in ſpight of all the reſiſtance I could 
make, diſarm'd and robb'd me. 

This accident gave me no little trouble; 
but my comfort was, that I had yet a bill 
of exchange for twelve thouſand crowns, 
which I thought 4 pay for the jewels. 


Wnen 
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When the man, who had brought them 
me, came for them again, I intorn,'d him 
of my misfortune, and otter d the bill of 
exchange; but he refus'd it by figns which 
made me believe he was dumb. 

The next day he came to me very early, 
with this following note. | 


B E not concern'd at the leſs of the jewels. 
*— When I lent them, I wikingly expos d my 
ſelf to all the inconuenicuces that might follow ; 
the blame lies wholly on me, therefore it is my 
part to pay for them. I uiſb I might, by more 
confiderable lifſes convince you, your heart is the 
enly riches I covet. Do not diſpeſe of it till you 
may judge whether 1 deſerve it vr no. 


Whether ſhe deſerves it! cry'd I, can 
there be a woman more deſerving 2 Thus 
charm'd with her generoſity, I abandon'd my 
ſelf to the tranſports of a moſt violent and 
tender paſſon, I earnelily intreated the 
dumb meſſenger to carry her the bill of ex- 
change, or at leaſt an anſwer to her obliging 
billet ; but he would do neither, and left me 
with his uſual filence. 

The lady who ſent me the jewels had 
hir d them of a jeweller who was an.ac- 
quaintance of her brother's; and ſhe. had | 
wade uſe of him to get them. It was her 
brother himſelf who inform'd me thereot, | 
adding that his filter had imparted to him 
the paſſion: ſhe had for me, and that ſhe wy | 

made 
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made no ſcruple of diſcovering it to him, be- 


cauſe he had made uſe of her aſſiſtance in 


courting one of her friends. It was a day or 
two after I had been robb'd of the jewels 
that he told me this, aſſuring me it was in 
my power to meet with in his ſiſter all the 
pleaſures which that ſiſter procur'd for him 
with his miſtreſs, a 


The reader will, no doubt, be ſurprizd 
to hear, that all this was only an artifice to 
cheat me of my money; it was this brother 
of her's who had caus'd me to be robb'd, and 
had the jewels in his poſſeſſion. He made 
me believe, that his ſiſter's generoſity had 
brought her into a great trouble, for ſhe was 
at a loſs how to pay for them; and that if 
ſhe ſtill refus'd to accept my bill of exchange, 
the whole buſineſs might break out, and 
come to her father's knowledge; to prevent 
which, he offter'd to carry me to the mer- 
chant, of whom I might hear their value, 
and pay him for them; that he was a perſon 
who might be truſted with a ſecret, and 
that he did not know I had receiv'd them 
by means of his filter. I was overjoy d at 
this opportunity, and paid the jeweller 
eight thouſand crowns, with more pleaſure 
than I ever diſcharg'd any other debt. This 
man, who was confederate with my preten- 
ded friend, receiy'd ſome {mall part of the 


purchaſe, and the brother and ſiſter ſhar'd the 


reſt between them. 
F 2 I ſuſ- 


L100 
TT ſuſpected not the cheat, but ſtill fAatter'd 
with the vain thought of being belov'd by a 
perſon whom I was ſo charm'd with, I con- 
ſider'd not the loſs of my money, which 
vas at its laſt ebb; and my only deſire was 
that of ſeeing the beautiful unknown. 

T often ſollicited the brother, that he 
would procure me the ſo much long'd for 
interview, which he as often promis'd me, 
but ſtill found an excuſe for his delay. I 
ſometimes receivd a letter from the ſiſter, 
which was no more deliver'd by the dumb 
man, but by himſelf, and he alſo undertook 
to be the bearer of my anſwers. Our billets 
were all very paſſionate, and the continual 
theme was, deploring our hard fate which 
kept us thus aſunder. 

This continu'd till about the middle of 
Frbruary, when I receiv'd letters from my 


brother, who much blam'd me for ſtaying ſo 


long at Venice, ſaying, I endanger'd my lo- 
ſing the employment he had procur'd me in 
the prince's army, which was to take the 
field, and beſiege Ipres in March. 

I little regarded my brother's kind admo- 
nitions, nor the injury I did my ſelf in tar- 
rying there any longer; but full of longings 
to {ce my miſtreſs, I ſent him word I was lick, 
and that as ſoon as my health ſhould per- 
mit, I would ride poſt for Fauce. He being 


better intorm'd.of my condition than I ima- 


gin'd, his friend at Venice having — him 
intelligence, renew d his inſtances for my re- 
Ai turn; 


_ 
7 n e 1 * * 26 . 2 
A 8 r FR , , 2 
k 1 i Py \ > 
. 1 


[ ror J 
turn; but I was ſo mad, that I would ſoon» 
er have parted with my lite than left Venice, 
till J had at leaſt ſeen the lady. 5 

His letters had this only effect, that I was 
more urgent with her brother, not to keep 
me in pain any longer: and at laſt, ſeeing I 
threatned to be gone, if he did not give me 
that ſatisfaction ; he promis d to comply with 
my requeſt. I was order d to put on a S. 
ih habit, and to take with me as many 
jewels, and appear as rich as I could, his 
litter having pretended to the perſon, at whoſe 
houſe we were to meet, that her lover was a 
rich Spaxiſh lord. I made no reflections upon 
the matter, but yielded a blind obedience to 
his directions; and being compleatly accou- 
tred as a Caſtilian, not forgetting the jewels, 
I was introduc'd into the lodgings of a moſt 
notorious courtezan, Indeed, I was ſome- 
what ſcandaliz d at my being carry'd to ſuch 
a place, for I both knew the houſe, and her 
who kept it, yet my impatience to ſee my 
miltreſs ſoon ſtifled that ſcruple. 

At my firſt entrance I was lock'd up in a 
room, into which, after ſome minutes wait- 
ing. the object of my wiſhes was admitted. 
She did not ſeem to me ſo handſome as her 
flattering picture repreſented her; tho' it 
was ſo like, that I had not the leaſt reaſon to 
think my ſelf impos'd on. This ditterence 
ſomething cool'd my paſſion : the lady, 
who obſerv'd it, us'd ſuch means to revive 
it, as made me imagine this was not the 
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firſt rendezvous ſhe had had. This gave me 
a diſturbance which I could not conceal ; 
and being unwilling to diſcover the true oc- 
caſion, I pretended it was at her coming in- 
to ſuch a houſe. She told me, ſhe ſhould 
not have expected ſuch a reprimand irom me: 
however, ſhe ſecm'd not to take it ill at firſt; 
but ſeeing I continu'd preaching to her, ſhe 
left me abruptly, ſaying, I ihould never ſec her 
again. 

Then I fully experienc'd the weakneſs of 
my heart: for tho* I had all the reaſon 
in the world to be convinc'd of her diſ- 
honeſty ; yet ſhe was no ſooner retir'd, but I 
long'd more than ever to ſee her again. All 
my ſcruples vaniſh'd, and I heartily repented 
the ill uſe I had made of that opportunity. 
Her brother thereupon coming in with an 
angry look, drew his ſword, telling me, I 
was a baſe man; that my lifter had com- 
plain d rg d Ct my rude trez:ment, and 
that he would have ſatisfaction. Said I, can 
J affront your ſiſter | for heaven's ſake, dear 
friend, procure me one meeting more, and 
you ſhall ſee what eſteem I have tor her. He 
ſeem'd more calm at theſe words, and with- 
drew, promiſing he would endeavour to per- 
ſwade her to return: I waited two hours, 
bat inſtead of them, in came the courtezan, 
who ask d me in Ealian, how now, ſignior Don 
Join, what ails you to day, that your miſ- 
treſs is not ſo. well ſatisty'd with you as ſhe 


uſed to be? With this ſhe look'd earneſtly at 


% me, 
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me, and ſeem'd very much ſurpriz'd. I in- 
quird into the reaſon of it, and why ſhe 
call'd me Don John? She would not make me 
any anſwer, appearing all the while as under 
a {urprize. Sie only told me, chat if I would 
come to ſee her another time, I ſhould know 
the cauſe. This was all I could get from 
her. . 

My frſt care, when I came home, was to 
lay up my money and jewels, but I found 
neicher. The only perſon I could tax with 
ſtealing them, was the lady I had been with, 
for no body elſe had come near cnough to 
me -to pick my pocket; and this gave me 
very ill thoughts of her. I remember'd then 
there was one Don John, a Spaniard, who 
liv'd in Venice, and concluded the conrtezan 
had miſtaken me for him, and that my miſ- 
treſs us'd to entertain him in that place. 
The very next morning I went to the cour- 
tezan's to be reſoly'd ; who inform'd me of 
every thing. I underſtood, this lady, for 
whoſe ſake I had ſo highly diſoblig'd my 
brother, was us, d to this trade, and had for 
ſix months time kept a correſpondence with 
this Spaniard in her houſe. 

While I was meditating on my revenge, I 
receiv'd a letter from my brother, wherein 
ne acquainted me, that he had notice what 
life I led at Venice, and how I had been made 
a cully both by the brother and ſiſter: he 
advisd me to pals it over, and leave that 
city as ſoon as I could. 
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Imagining his friend was the only perſon 
that conld have ſent this intelligence, I went 
to him, telling him, it had been much kind- 
er to have given me warning of my dange- 
rous acquaintance, than to have inform'd my 
brother. He was loath to own it ; but at 
laſt, imbracing me, what could I have done, 
dear friend? ſaid he, you was ſo bewitch'd, 
that if I had attempted to undeccive you, I 
ſhould not have been credited. It was with 
much difficulty that I forgave him; but, ſce- 
ing there was no remedy, I told him, that I 
was reſolv d to have my money again, or to 
cut the villain's throat who had thus bubbl'd 
me. 
Tho” this gentleman was exil'd from his 
native country for a duel, yet that misfor- 
tune did not deter him from venturing on a- 
nother ; he freely offter'd to be my ſecond : 
we agreed, that I ſhould ſend the Venetian a 
challenge; I did, but he {lighted it. Mad 
at ſuch cowardice, I reſoly'd to provoke him 
to fight, whether he would or 10; and ha- 


ving pitch'd on a day to attack him, I put 


on my former Spaniſh diſguiſe, and caus'd my 
ſecond, and all our attendance, to be equipp'd 
in the ſame faſhion. 

Thus we waited for him in a certain ſtreet 
through which he was to paſs: when he 
came, I bid him draw; but he refuſing it, I. 
gave him two or three blows over the face 
with the flat fide of my ſword, which oblig'd 


him to defend himſelf: he did it ſo faintly, or 
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he receiv'd a home thruſt, and dropp d down · 
We had the good luck, tho” this was done in 
the middle of the day, to eſcape to a gon- 
dalo, which lay ready for us, and carry d us 
to a veſſel we had prepar d. | 

To compleat my revenge, I left a letter for 
madam's father, pretending my ſelf a friend 
of Don John's; and that, on my arrival at 
Venice, J had diſcover an intrigue between 
that young lord and his daughter, which 
was chiefly promoted by her brother; and 
gave him a full narrative of the proceeding : 
concluding, that don John having been af- 
fronted by his ſon, I was reſolv'd to main- 
tain my friend's quarrel; and that he need 
look no farther for the perſon with whom his 
ſon had been engag'd. 

The father having receiv'd this advice, in- 
formations were preferr'd againſt Don John : 
all thoſe who had been witneſles of the ren- 
counter, agreed the aſſaulter was a Spaniard, 
who had immediately made his eſcape, with 
ſeveral perſons of the ſame nation ; which 
confirm'd the contents of my letter. 

We heard at Padua the good ſucceſs of our 
enterprize; for the lady's brother dy'd with- 
out being able to ſpeak : Don Jobn, afraid of 
the informations exhibited againſt him, was 
fied for it; and every one was fully perſwa- 
ded that he had kill d him. 

The pleaſure this news afforded me, was 
ſome conſolation for the loſs of my money, 
and the tricks which _ had put upon me ; 
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I now fully reſoly'd for ever to avoid enga- 
ging in any intrigue. 

My brother's friend, who had accompa- 
ny'd me to Padua, not daring to return into 
France, ask d my advice about a journey he 
defign'd for Poland; which I encourag'd the 
more, that I might have a friend there, who 
would inform me of my children's conditi- 
on, and the poſture of affairs in that king- 
dom. I knew that king Ladiſlaus was deſpe- 
rately ill: it was the current report that he 
was dead, and that the queen would eſpouſe 
prince Caſimir, brother to the deceaſed king; 
and I doubted not but her majeſty would 
ſhew my friend all poſſible favour. 


It being then the latter end of May, and 
the campaign ſomething advanc'd in Zanders, 
I thought I ſhould get no credit by going 
there ſo late, and therefore reſolv'd to get 
into Naples, in hopes to find opportunities 
of ſignalizing my ſelf, under the command of 
the duke de Guiſe, who had render'd himſelf 
maſter of that city; which made no little 
noiſe in Taly. I wrote to my brother, to 
acquaint him with my intentions ; and keep- 
ing my ſpaniſb habit, I ſet forwards for Nu- 
ples, t inking that diſguiſe might facilitate 


then 


my entrance ; but I arrivd there a month 21S © 

after the duke's impriſonment, ſo ill had I 8 I « 
a 7 - 

been inſorm'd of thoſe trauſactions. = 

nde. 

think 
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I heard he was confin d at Gayetta, in or- 
der to be tranſported to Hain; and thougl t 
it my duty to offer him my ſervice, in conſi- 
deration of the intereſt all our family had 
with him, eſpecially my brother. 

It was certainly my ill genius led me thi- 
ther; for this occalion'd my engaging in a 
freſh amour, which prov'd as troubleſome 
and vexatious to me as my laſt at Venice. 

The duke took my viſit very kindly ; and 
when I told him the occaſion of my journey 
to Naples, he ſaid, I might do him a more 
fignal ſervice there, and with leſs danger to 
my ſelf; whereupon he ſhewed me a letter 
from a Neapolitan lady, who had been his 
miſtreſs while he remain'd in the city: ſhe 
expreſs'd a great deſpair for the duke's impri- 
ſonment, and threaten'd to ſtab her ſelf, if 
he would not yield to her following him to 
Spain, She is ſtark mad, ſaid he, and will 
do ſome extravagant action or other, if ſome 
body doth not bring her to her ſelf. Oblige 
me ſo tar as to return to Naples, and carry a 
letter from me, I cannot make choice of a 
firter perſon than you to comfort her. I pro- 
vis'd an exact performance of his commands; 
and having attended him till his removal 
thence, I immediately ſet forward to execute 
his orders, | 

I could not, during the journey, but re- 
filet on my fantaſtical deſtiny ; for while I 
endeavour d to forget the female ſex, and 
think of nothing but war, it engaged me in- 

to 
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to a neceſſary occaſion of converſing with 
them, and made me the confident of an a- 


mour. However, I very willingly obey'd the 


duke de Guiſe, being mov'd by a ſecret delire 


of making my ſelf belov'd by a lady, who 


appear'd to be miſtreſs of a great deal of 


wit, and a moſt generous paſſion, as I judg'd 
from her letters, which the duke ſhewed me. 


Here my propenſity to love again confounded 


my reaſon, which would have led me to France, 
much rather than Naples ; whereby I was con- 
vinc'd, that let a heart be never ſo covetous 


of glory, it ſoon degenerates from that he- 


roick temper, when once it yields it {elf up 


to love. 


I ſtill wore my ſpaniſh habit, that J might 
the better conceal my country ; and being 
arriv'd at Pozzolo Caſtelo, while it was day, 
I ſtaid there that I might not enter Naples 
till night. To divert my ſelf in the mean 


while, I waik'd abroad in a very agree- 


able and ſolitary place, where I thought I 
ſhould not be obſery'd : but I had not gone 
far c're I ſpy'd a gentleman with a lady, and 
another at a little diſtance ſrom them, which 
ſeem d to have withdrawn only to leave them 
more at liberty, 

This Icoking like an affignation, I crept 
as near as I could; and having hid my ſelf 
behind ſome trees, over-heard part of their 
converſation. All I could make of it was, 
that the cavalier complain'd of her former 
action to another; and that ſhe aflur'd 

him, 
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him, he was the only man ſhe had ever loy'd, 
Having remain'd tuere about half an hour, 
I thought of retiring ; which I maliciouſly 
did, with noiſe enough to make them take 
notice of me. The lady, who was ſpeaking 
to her gallant, no ſooner perceiv'd me, bur 
ſhe chang'd colour, crying out, ah! what do 


1 ſee? tis himſelf. She ſeem'd to me very 
handſome, and imagining ſhe might take me 


for her husband, or ſome other troubleſome 
perſon, whom ſhe had no mind to entruſt with 
her amour: I made her a very low bow, 
and waik'd ſlowly off. Looking back ſome- 
times, I ſaw the other lady follow'd me, up- 
on which I ſtopp'd, that ſhe might overtake 
me. She did; and having view'd me atten- 
tively, told me in Spaniſh, I look'd ſo like the 
duke de Guiſe, that I had been taken for him. 
I ſmiling at the fancy, (for beſides the ſhape, 
colour of hair and skin, I had not one feature 
reſembling his) reply'd, they were miſtaken, 
and ask'd what relation the duke had to 
them. She ſaid, that every Neopolitan ought 
to fear, leſt the duke ſhould ſtill be plotting 
to render himſelf maſter of that city; which 
was happily reduc'd under the obedience of 
its lawful ſovereign. I eaſily gueſs'd ſhe 
ſpoke after that manner, taking me for a 
Spauiard; for IJ knew the duke de Guiſe was 
very well belov'd in Naples. However, I did 
not diſcover wy ſelf, tho I had an itching 
deſire to know the company, being already 
charm'd with the other lady: but not think- 


ing 
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ing it proper to ask any more queſtions, I came 
back to Pa xo Caſtello, and went to Naples, 
when it began to be dark. 

I apply'd my felt, next morning, to a per- 
ſon the duke had directed me to, in order to 
my waiting on the lady, tor whom I had this 
letter; but I was inform'd ſhe was in the 
cotmtry: and having ask'd, whether that 
country was ſo far off that I could not go 
to fee her? it was anſwer d me, that I had 
beſt be caurious, ſince her intimacy with the 
duke de Guiſe had render'd her ſuſpicious, 
eſpecially to the Spaniards ; who miſtruſted 
the correſpondency they held together was 
more for affairs of ſtate than gallantry. 

J remain'd then a whole week at Naples, 
which grew very tireſome to me ; for I ſcarce 
durſt appear, becauſe the Spaniards were very 


— ſtrict in ſeizing any of the French nation. 
That time being expird, I underſtood the 


lady was return d, and was by the duke's 
correſpondent, introduc'd into her preſence. 
I preſently knew her to be ſame I had ſeen 
at Pozzolo Caſteſb. and ſhe alſo knew me a- 
gain: ſo I deiiverd my meſſage; but ſpoke 
not a word of her ſtabbing her felf, or going 
into Spain, ſince, by wliat I had ſeen, I judg- 
ed ſhe was pretty well recover'd of thoſe 
melancholy fits. Bur I tound ſhe had rced 
of more than one comforter; for before we 
parted ſhe told me very intelligibly, I had 
ſo much of the duke de Guiſe's air, that ſhe 
felt the ſame irclination for me as ſhe former- 
ly had for lim. | It 
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It will, no doubt, appear a wonder, that 
I ſhould be ſo weak as to truſt to theſe ad- 
vances, which I muſt needs imagine were 
not ſincere, or that I would betray the con- 
dence the duke had repos d in me; but our 
reaſon is eaſily ſtifſed by the vanity of being 
belov'd by a fine woman. Not the thoughts 
of the treaſon I was going to commit againſt 
my friend, nor of that ſhe had already been 
guilty of to him, Dy favouring the gentle- 
man I had ſurpriz'd her with, could deter 
me from the paſſion I felt. I proteſted my 
attc&ion for her, was greater than the kind- 
neſs ſhe had expreſs'd for me; and made her 
ſenſible, I was concern'd at her being en- 
gag'd with more than the duke and my elf. 
She anſwer'd, the man I had ſeen at Pozzulo 
Caſtello, was the object of her hatred ; and 
that I ſhould not have any occaſion to be 
jcalous on his ſcore. I believ'd her, or at 
leaſt I pretended fo; and made it my buſi- 
neſs to free my ſelf from any thing that 
might have hinder'd my reliſhing the pleaſure 
ot a new Amour. | 
I wrote to the duke, that his miſtreſs was 
filſe, and the love ſhe began to inſpire me 
with, prevented not my ſetting her forth to 
im in the colours her perfidiouſneſs deſetv'd: 
happy, if I had had for her all the contempt 
that I would the duke ſhould have had ; and 
rown her for ſuch a one as deſcrib'd in my 
letter; for I had drawn a picture which I 
well knew perfectly reſembled her, yet, _ 
wich- 
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withſtanding, I lov'd her, and had refolv'd 
to love her; and lovers ſometimes are ſo blind 
as not to Perceive in their miſtrefles thoſe 
faults, which themſelves can make known to 
others. | | 

My preſent rival ſoon perceiv'd our new 
commerce, and I found, that inſtead of break- 
ing with him ſhe entertain'd us both. 

This woman had acquainted him, that I 


| was no Spautard, but a Frenchman, whom the 
duke de Guiſe had ſent to her: which ſecret 


was no ſooner reveal d to him, but he 


thought of a quick remedy for his jealouſy; 
for he diſcover'd me to the magiſtrates, and I 
was immediately impriſoned. I wrote to this 
lady, thinking ſhe would uſe her intereſt in 
procuring my liberty ; but I underſtood, that 
far trom that, ſhe boaſted her ſelf to be the 
author of my confinement, giving as a rea- 
ſon, that I was cone from the duke to make 
her a propoſal cf going into France. From 
this ſhe expected to ud her other lover, 
that ſhe had not been intimate with me; 
and that ſhe had forgotten the duke. 

When I underſtood this treachery, I a- 
wak'd as out of a lethargy, and acknow- 
ledg'd, that I had but my deſert. Good 
gods! what imprecations I made againſt 
women! what deſires I had to be reveng'd! 
but I was oblig'd to quell my fury, and ap- 
ply my tho. gats only to the regaining of my 
freedom. I durſt not venture to own my 
ſelf, for fear of a cloſer impriſonment ; but 
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pretended I was a ſervant of the duke de 
Guiſe, whom he had ſent with ſome letters 
to his miſtreſs. I was believ'd, and about a 
week after releas'd, with ſome poor French- 
men, who had been my companions in this 
habitation, and were not thought ſtrong 
enough for the gallies ; where I ſhould have 
By ſent, had nor I fallen ſick in the pri- 
on. 

As ſoon as I was at liberty, I went to 
the lady who had ſo baſely abandon'd me. 
I had but an old ragged coat on, and not a 
farthing of money, all being rifled from me 
when I was ſeiz'd on. She could not for- 
bear laughing, to ſee me in that pickle ; and 
when I would have tax'd her with her perfi- 
diouſneſs, ſhe interrupted me, ſaying, what 
wouldſt thou have, poor fellow? all 1 can do, 
is to beſtow ſome alms on you, to help you in 
your journey. Here, continu'd ſhe, addreſ- 
ling her ſelf ro one of her women, give him 
three piſtols, and ſend him away. 

O heavens! how is it poſſible for a man to 
bear up under ſuch afflictions? however, I 
took patience, in good hopes one day or 
other to revenge my ſelf: and refuſing her 
money, went to the duke de Guiſe's correſ- 
pondent, expecting he would procure me 


enough to bear my charges to Fraxce ; but he 


deny'd himſelf to me; and my ſervant that 
came thither with me, who was a Polander, 
being run away, as ſoon as he ſaw me arreſ- 


ted, with all the officers of juſtice had not 
robb'd 
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robb d me of, I was left entirely to provi- 


dence. 


I judg'd it my beſt way, if poſſible, to get 
to Rome, hoping to tind there ſome Poli or 
French acquaintance. I made a ſhift ro reach 
Terracina, where I fortunately met with the 
dutcheſs of —— —— bound for Ryme, whom 
I intorm'd of my circumitances, telling her, 
I had fallen among tie bandittis; and ſhe 
did me the fayour to take me with her. I 
was not long at Rome, e're I met with a 
friend, who turniſh'd me wita money ; and 
preſently after I took poſt tor Fance. The 
ſpeed I made was ſuch, that 1 arrivd in 
Flanders the 18th of Auguſt, two days before 
the battle of Lens, 


I apprehended the beſt way for me to get 
into tavour again with my brother, and to 
regain my loſt credit, was to begin with 
ſome generous action, which might cttace all 
the ill reports ſpread of me, during my ab- 
ſence. "That was the motive which induc'd 
me to go directly tor Flanders, where, upon my 
arrival, I heard they were preparing for an 
engagement. I was unwilling to appear be- 
fore my brother, who was there, and had the 
reputation of being one of the beſt comman- 
ders in the army; and only diſcover'd my ſelt 
to another general officer, who was my rela- 
tion, with whom I remain'd conceal'd till the 
day of battle, in which I defir'd him to put 
me into a poſt of honour, 
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My caution, in writing theſe memoirs, of 
ceping my felt undiſcover d, ſhall excuſe me, 


f 1 do not give the reader a particular rela- 
ion of an action I perform'd, which rais'd 
ny fame even above my wiſhes. That en- 
gagement has been ſo often deſcrib'd, that 
lid J here make a narrative of the ſhare I had 
nit, I ſhould betray my ſelf to every ones 
mowledge; and I think it enough for my 
urpoſe, to let the reader underſtand, that 
be prince de Anguien gave out, he ſtood in- 


ood fortune to hinder a conſiderable body 


993 4 


endation. I found my brother as kind as 


ver; and was inform'd by him, that the 
ount, my other brother, was fled to Poland, 
1 account of a duel; that my ſiſter was ſe- 
arated from her husband, and liv'd with my 
other, 

The reputation I had gain'd in the fight 
t Lens, had fo animated me, that I deſired 
might ſtay with the mareſchal de Rantzau, 

whoſe army I ſerv'd, in the ſiege of Fur- 

i; and, the campaign ended, I return d 
d Paris, about the latter end of October: 
id there found all things in a great diſor- 
er, occafion'd by the hatred which the citi- 
us bore to the cardinal Mazarize. 

C 


cored to me for the victory, having had the 
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The more IT reflected on what had hap 
1. to me the two laſt years, the more 
ancy'd my life to be romantick both in low 
and war: ſo many odd adventures had give 
me ſo much confidence in my deſtiny, th 
I negle&ed the purſuit of further preterment 
and the arming my ſelf againſt love-intrigues 
I viſited the ladies with the leſs fear, becaule 
I thought my heart ſecur'd from their allure 
ments, and I was reſolv'd to pretend a paſ 
fion to all, but fix on none. Tue ridiculous 
manner wherein my mother expos'd her {clt, 
which I am going to relate, mignt have con- 
firm'd me in thole intentions, it being proc 
that old age cannot prevent a woman's ap- 
pearing ridiculous, who is fond ot having 
lovers. 
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My mother, who liv'd without conſider 
ing either children or eſtate, had been courted 
a long time by a widower, muca about het 
age, who was ſo aſſiduous in his vilits, that 
there was no Other argument agaiuſt the al 
perſions which might be thrown upon het 
for it, but that they were as good as mat- 
ry'd. All the family was perſuaded that 
he was her husband: we expreſs'd our dil. 
content by a very cold behaviour to her, tho 
without coming to an open breach. | 

This gentleman had a ſon newly come 
from ſchool, whom my mother receiv'd into 
her houſe, ſhe having given out, that he was 
to continue there but till ſuch time as they 


might 


[ 117 ] 


cother did not ſeem to take notice of it, 
or ſo much as complain of the extravagant 


unt; but the ſervants ſoon acquainted us, 
har her kindneſs for him went farther yet, 
nd that ſomething had paſs d between them 
vhich they knew not how to interpret to her 
Jrantage. His father was inform'd of it 
Iſo; and his diſpleaſure was ſo great, that 
rrcing his ſon from her, he ſent him to 
t. Lazarus, But how great was his ſurprize 
nd ours, when my mother ſhew'd him a 
Fontract, and the certificate of a marriage 
rith this boy, made above a month before; 
o, what the father had courted during fif- 
een or ſixteen years, with the molt engaging 
omplacencies and endearing tokens of love, 
is ſon, tho” yet a ſchool-boy, obtain d in leſs 
han three months time. This bulineſs, which 
ecame at once the publick diſcourſe and jeſt 
ff the town, gave us no little mortification. 
His father would have had us gone to law 
in order to annul the marriage, and produc'd 
former engagement from her to himſelf ; 
but we being indifferent as to the perſon, 
ince ſhe was reſolvd to have a husband, 
though it not worth our while to meddle 
ho with it, and left him to manage the affair 
lone; which prov'd his ruin: for after lo- 
me Bling ſeveral law-ſuits, and his reputation in- 
no to the bargain, his trouble was ſo great that 


icht ſend him to the academy. My eldeſt 


pences ſhe had put her ſelf to on his ac- 
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he ficken'd upon it, and dy'd ; having firſt 
diſinherited his fon, whoſe marriage was 
judg'd good: but people never would be ſo 
complaiſant to my mother as to call her by 


his name. 


I thought 1 had been wholly withdrawn 
from women by the ill opinion ſo many trials 
of them had given me, but even thoſe in- 
duc'd me to ſeek for new amours. I had an 
earneſt deſire to try if at laſt I could diſcover 
a diſcreet virtuous woman ; and 1t may well 
be imagin'd that it was impoſſible for my 
heart to remain free, when I thought I had 
found what I was in ſearch of. 

often viſited my poor carmelite : I can- 
not ſay I ſaw her, for ſhe was very exact in 
obſerving the rules of her order; one of 
which is, not to unveil themſelves ; but I ſpoke 
with her, and her friendſhip made her con- 
cern'd'in all my adventures, eſpecially in my 
laſt; I mean, vat happen d to me in the bat- 
tle at Lens. I was beholding to her good 
counſels for my avoiding many ſnares which 
the coqiects at court laid to entrap me: 
for women are not taken with any thing ſo 
much as with the reputation of a war-like 
and gallant man, and I had the name of be- 

ing both. But I contented my ſelf with bare 
converſation, without any particular engage- 
ment. I diverted my ſelf frequently at the ex- 
pence of thoſe friends who I found were ſmit- 
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ten; ſometimes ſharing in their pleaſures and 
debauches, turning all to my own diver- 
ſion. 
Thus I liv'd, when my dear carmelite told 
me, that ſiuce I had wholly forſaken Poland, 
I muſt think of getting a wife in Fance; and 
that ſhe would help me to one, whom ſhe 
nam'd ; adding, the lady was an intimate 
friend of her's, and, to her knowledge, nad 
a good opinion of me. She was a widow, 
but very rich, and one of the beſt fortunes 
at that time. I had ſeen her, and lik'd her 
well; but the flattering thoughts, that ſhe 
was charm'd with me, gave her accompliſh- 
ments luch a luſtre, that I fell deſperately in 
love from that very minute. I ask'd my 
nun, whether ſhe could ſwear that fo well- 
deſerving a lady were not given to coquetry? 
oh! reply'd ſhe, ſhe is a model of modeſty 
and virtue; and the only fault that can be 
found with her is, that ſhe is too ſtrict and 
preciſe, I deſir d her to bring us acquainted, 
and manage this affair for me, which was 
much preferable to any match J could ex- 
pect: and accordingly we appointed a day 
when we ſhould meet in the parlour, as by 
chance. I was punctual, ſo was ſhe; and 
alter a converſation on indifferent matters, I 
waited on the lady home. We were no ſoon- 
er arriv'd there, but-ſhe ſaid, in a very free 
and open manner, fir, I will not detain you 
with expectation, my defign being once 
more to marry, I look for a man that may 
make 


[ 120 ] 
make me happy; and the good character 1 
have heard of you, gives me hopes you will 
procure me that felicity. I anſwer'd her, 
with the moſt convincing expreſſions of love 
aud gratitude I could invent: then ſhe gave 
me a liſt of my rivals, who were all men of 
diſtinguiſh d quality and merit; and conclu- 
ded with an aſſurance, that none of them 

leas'd her ſo well as I. | 

This charm'd me more than I ever had 
been in my whole lite ; and finding at length 
a lady of virtue ſo ſtrangly prepoſſeſs d in 


my favour, as to be willing to make my for- 
tune, I gave my ſelf up entirely to the paſ- 


ſion I began to have for her, and was not 
one day without viliting her, Some diſputes, 
which aroſe about her eſtate, were the uſual 
themes of her diſcourſe; and I ſaw ſhe de- 
ſign'd me the office of ſollicitor, before that 
of a husband. Tho' I had an averſion to 
buſineſs, yet for her ſake, I gladly undertook 
to manage thoſe concerns, and the earneſtneſs 
wherewith I apply'd my ſelf to it, ſoon made 
me a good lawyer. Her entruſting me in all 
her affairs, and our being conſtantly together, 
occaſion d a report, that we were already 
marry d: this I acquainted her with, hoping 
it might oblige her to haſten the conſumma- 
tion of my happineſs ; but ſhe, on the con- 
trary, reply d, that ſince my frequent viſits 
were ſo much taken notice of, I muſt not ſee 
her ſo often: that her circumſtances would 
not permit her to marry ſo ſoon ; but by wait- 
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ing her leiſure, I ſhould give her an unde 
niable proof of my affection. I was mad 
at this delay; yet to ſhew how much I 
lov'd her, I told her, that though it was a 
great piece of ſelf-denial, I would ſubmit 
to her directions. She ſeem'd overjoy'd to 
find me ſo tractable, and having ſettled our 
meetings at thrice a week, I never miſs d 
one, and in the intervals ply'd her with bits 
lets deux. Her anſwers were very obliging, 
giving freſh proofs of her affe&ion, and re- 
new'd aſſurances ſhe would marry none but 


me. In the mean while the campaign drew 


near, and conſequently the time approach'd 
when I muſt leave my miſtreſs. She vow'd to 
me, that ſhe would eſpouſe me at my re- 
turn; and indeed I had not, during my ab- 
ſence, any reaſon to doubt of her ſincerity, 
her letters, which I never fail'd of every polt, 
being an evident argument of it. 

We did little execution that ſummer ; 
the enemy retook pres, and we ballanc'd our 
fortune by taking Conde. Winter approach= 
ing, I return'd to Paris, where I found my 
miltreſs in the ſame ſentiments I had left 
her. 

My duty often call'd me to St. Germaint, 
where the court then was. One day being 
oblig d to attend his majeſty, I went, as u- 
ſual, to take leave of that lady. Having paid 
my devoirs to her, I was going, when cal- 
ling me back from the ſtairhead, hark ye, 
laid ſhe, what do you with all the letters 


you 
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you receive from me? would you obli 
15 far as to return them me? for I fear 
leſt you ſhould looſe ſome of them. I aſ- 
ſur'd her, that I kept them with all imagi- 
- nable care, as a treaſure I valu'd more than 
all the world beſides. However, continu'd 
ſhe, let me have them again, I ſhall be much 
. eaſier; pray ſend them me before you go for 
St. Germains. I was very unwilling to com- 
ply ; bur ſhe preſſing me, and I fearing to 
diſoblige her, obey'd. Two days after my 
arrival at St. Germains, it was ſaid in the 
. queen's preſence, that a prince of the blood 
-was going to marry, and that the match 
was wholly concluded. My curioſity led me 
to enquire who the lady was, and heard, 
with no little ſurprize, that it was my in- 
tended ſpouſe. My aſtoniſhment was yet 
greater, when they would have perſwaded 
-me, that I had been the promoter of it : I 
confeſs there was ſome ſeeming ground, the 
prince being my intimate friend ; and every 
one imagining the lady never did any thing 
without conſulting me. 

I could not be perſwaded at firſt of the 
reality of the report ; but calling to mind 
the aſſiduity wherewith the prince had lately 
viſited her, and how earneitly ſhe had de- 
manded a return of her letters, I began to 
believe it too true. What the more mortify'd 


me was, that every body complimented me, 1 


as if Lhad made the match. 
That 


me 
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That prince was then at St. Germaint, and 
I thought the only way to know the truth, 
was to wait on him, without taking any no- 
tice of what I had heard. I did ſo, and he no 
ſooner ſaw me, but he came and embrac'd 
me, ſaying aloud, this is the dear friend to 
whom I owe my happineſs, ſince my miſtreſs 
yields only upon his recommendations. I 
was ſurpriz d at hearing theſe words, but 
rage and deſpair immediately determining 
me; I whiſper'd him, that his marriage was 
not yet perfected, and that there was a per- 
fon waited for him in a garden without the 
palace, who had ſomething of moment to 
impart; thither I intreated him to walk 
with me. He wonder'd at the manner of 


my delivery, for the fury I was in had much 


alter d my countenance : however, he imme- 
diately went with me, often asking, what 
was the matter, and what had happen d? 

I reply'd not a word till we were at che 
place; then I ask'd him very ſeriouſly, if he 
was really to marry the lady he ſpoke of? 
Why do you ask ſuch a queſtion, ſaid he, ſince 
you know it as well as my ſelf. I affurd 
him he was mightily miſtaken, for ſhe was 
engag'd to me. The prince look'd on me 
with a ſmile, and ſeeing I ſtill maintain'd 
my gravity ; are you mad, my poor count? 
ſaid he, how long have you loſt your wits? 
did not you propoſe the match? I am ſure 


the lady told meſo; I am your real friend, 


and the devil take me if I ever thought of 
G 2 her 
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her while I imagin'd you pretended to her- 
But, prithee, what ties are between you? I 
anſwer'd, they are ſuch, that it is but three 
days ſince ſhe ſwore ſolemnly ſhe would mar- 
ry none but me; and I have brought you hi- 
ther to diſpute my right. Not ſo, continu'd 
he, III yield her, if what you ſay be true. 
Then let us make no noiſe, ſaid I; we ſhall 
both of us ſoon return to Paris, and ſhall 
then know what we are to expect. | 
I had not patience till my time of wait- 
ing was over, but ask'd leave to return to 
Paris, which was granted me. At my arri- 
val I preſently ran to the Carmzlite's, to ac- 
quain my nun with what had happen'd at 
St. Germains ; but ſhe had notice of it alrea- 
dy, the lady having wrote to her the day be- 
fore, telling her, that my frequent viſits had 
made the world believe, there was a crimi- 
nal correſpondence between us; and being 
unwilling to have it thought her marriage 
was the conſequence of ſuch a commerce, ſhe 
had theretore entertain'd the prince's propo- 
ſals. Her letter was much to this purpoſe ; 
but her arguments were not ſatisfactory : we 
concluded, that inconſtancy and intereſt were 
the only motives of her change. 

My Carmelite advisd me, finding her of 
ſo fickle a temper, not to purſue my claim, 
aſſuring me, ſuch qualifications would be 
worſe in a wife than a miſtreſs; but I reſolv'd 
it ſhould not cnd thus, 

From 
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From the nunnery I went to the lady's, 
and taking no notice of what had paſs'd, L 
ask'd her, after ſome little diſcourſe, when 
ſhe would compleat our marriage? ſhe ask'd 
me if I had heard any thing at St. Germains $ 
and having anſwer d, no; then, continu'd 
ſhe, your friend the Carmelite will acquaint 
you, with what I dare not tell you my ſelf. 
Seeing then that there was no more diſſem- 
bling, I confeſs'd to her, that I had under- 
ſtood ſhe was to be marry'd to the prince 
de — Well, ſaid ſhe, and why did 
you deny it? I hate a liar, and for that very 
reaſon would diſcard you. This reply ap- 
pear'd to me the moſt abuſive ſhe could make, 
and I was the more provok'd thereat, by her 
appearing not to be in the leaſt,concern'd, 
which I thought one could not avoid being 
upon ſuch an occaſion. I flew into a paſſion, * 
cry'd, I ſigh'd, I threw my ſelf at her feet, 
I threatned, without being able to get any 
other anſwer. So I left her, proteſting I 
would uſe my utmoſt induſtry, to confirm the 
il} reports which had been ſpread of her on 
my account. | 

It was, indeed, my firſt reſolution, by that 
means to ruin her in the prince's eſteem ; but 
ſince conſidering it would have been a baſe 
ſlander, our converſation having been very 
innocent ; I only gave him a relation of all 
the promiſes ſhe had made. Whether the 
prince diſlik'd her for her inconſtancy, or ſuſ- 
pected her virtue, he afſur'd me, that he 
G 3 would 
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would never think of her any more; and in 
performance of his word, did preſently diſin- 
age himſelf. 

The lady finding I forbore my viſits alſo, 
three days after ſent for me, and having up- 
braided me with what ſhe ſuppos'd I had 
given out againſt her honour, to occaſion the 
breaking oft of the prince's match : ſhe, in 
the concluſion, told me, ſhe was now reduc'd 
to a neceſſity of marrying me, which ſhe 
would perform as ſoon as I pleas d. 

I never had ſo little inclination to it, as 
when I ſaw the thing ſo near being finiſh'd, 
tor her coquetry had ſomething abated my 
eſteem ; however, the real opinion I had of 
her chaſtity, made me conſent ; for at leaſt, 
I concluded, I ſhould be ſure of a good for- 


tune, and a virtuous wife. 


Yet I was not fo well reſolvd, but my 
heart fail'd me, and that made me yield to a 
delay for a fortnight or three weeks, upon 
the lady's requeſt ; ſhe having pretended ſome 
indiſpoſition. Tho' I ſaw no ſymptoms of 
any, I told her ſhe might take her own time; 


and look'd upon my wedding as a thing fo 


certain, that I really made preparation for 


Going to ſee her one night, I was told ſhe 
was in bed; on which I offerd to retire, 
when her woman proffer'd to conceal me in 
a Cloſet, next to her lady s chamber, which 
a pair of back-ſtairs would lead me to, where 


I ſhould diſcover ſtrange things, yet — 
or 
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for me to know. I enquir d what ſhe meant 
ſhe anſwer'd me, her lady was with child, 
and expected that night to be deliver d. 1 
was aſtoniſh'd ; and ſhe ſaid, if I would go 
with her, ſhe would convince me of the 
truth. | | 
This was of too great a concern to be 
neglected: I went with her, and in about 
two hours I heard the lady's groans. All 
the ſervants were ſent out of the way, only 
the midwife and that woman remain'd at 
home. Heavens! how great was my ſur- 
prize | beyond what can be deſcrib d. I ſlipt 
into her bed-chamber privately, hiding my 
ſelf behind the hangings, where I beheld all 
that paſs d. My rage was like to have made 
me commit ſome extravagance ; but at length 
I retir'd into the cloſet, when my intelligen= 
cer approach'd, ſaying, her lady had per- 
ceivd me in her chamber, and deſix d to 
ſpeak with me. This meſlage did, if poſſi- 
ble, increaſe my amazement. Is ſhe, ſaid I, 
in a condition to ſee me; and does ſhe de- 
fire I ſhould treat her according to her de- 
ſerts ? however, a curioſity of knowing what 
ſhe could ſay for her ſelf, made me draw 
near to her bed: when ſhe told me, in a 
languiſhing tone, fir, it was by my orders 
you came hither, to let you ſee, that had not 
your obſtinacy hinder d my marriage with 
the prince, you had not receiv'd this trou- 
ble. Now you find how deſpicable a crea- 
ture you have made your applications to, and 
G 4 how - 
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how little worthy of your kindneſs. I remain'd 
dumb for a long time; after which, at leaſſ, 
madam, faid I, let me know the happy fa- 
ther. That, ſhe reply'd, will be no great 
advantage to you: it is ſufficient, you fee, I 
am unwilling to deceive you; I had not been 
fo ſcrupulous, had you been of another cha- 
racer; but your behaviour has been ſo ho- 
nourable and reſpectful, that I could never 
have the heart to abuſe you : farewel, and 
conſider now whether I am a fit bride for 


you. 
The manner wherein ſhe ſpoke made me 


weep, and I was loth to leave her. Howe- 


ver, I return'd home, and threw my ſelf upon 
the bed, ſcarcely believing the adventure real, 
but that it was a dream; for I had ſtrictly 
obſerv'd that lady's carriage, and never had 
any ground for the leaſt ſuſpicion, I was 
diſtracted with a thouſand thoughts, but with 
none ſo much as the deſire of knowing by 
whom ſhe had that child. To ſatisfy my RF 
curioſity, I waited on her, as ſoon as I 
thought ſhe might admit of my viſits ; not 
thinking, after what I was already acquain- 
ted with, ſhe would conceal any thing from 
me. 

She ſpoke firſt, telling me, I had a greater 
ſhare in her misfortune than I imagin'd ; and 
that the only occaſion of it, was her too 
great love for me, This appear'd to me very 
odd, and I fancy'd the whole ſtory would 


be a riddle. I deſitr d her to proceed; _ 
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ſhe inform'd me, ſhe lov'd me with the deep< 
eſt paſſion ; and, to her ſorrow, my reſpects 
had kept me at too great a diſtance ; ſince 
ſhe carneſtly wiſh'd I would have forc'd that. 
favour from her, which ſhe was but too in- 

clinable to grant. That, one day, being in 
this amorous diſpoſition, my page brought 
her a letter | 

How extraordinary ſoever this appear d, I, 
began to find it probable, upon calling to- 
mind the particular reſpe& which this page. 
had ſcem'd to ſhew her: I doubted not but 
that this firſt adventure had been follow'd , 
by many others: for the engaging in the moſt. 
paſſionate and violent deſigns, colts women 
only the having dared to begin ; and the 
greater the obligation they think they have. 
to keep a guard upon themſelves, before per- 
ſons they tear ; ſo much greater is the induce-. 
ment to them to be free with thoſe they con- 
fide in. 

I now look'd upon this woman with other 
eyes than I had hitherto done; and without 
ſaying any thing in relation to the part ſhe, 
pretended I had in what had happen'd, I 
told her, if ſhe had not been mad, ſhe would 
never have been guilty of ſo unworthy an 
action; and that the beſt advice I could give 
her, was to marry the page ſhe was Fay > 
of, This ſaid, I left her, and treated her 
ever after as a fool. 
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Two or three hours after, I receiv'd a very 
paſſionate letter, wherein ſhe ſaid, that I was 
the cauſe of all her misfortunes: and in the 
concluſion, earneſtly begg'd me never to di- 
vulge what ſhe had diſcover'd to me, I re- 
turn'd no anſwer, but have faithfully kept the 
ſecret. - I diſcharg'd my page, who was big 
enough to ſerve his prince and country, and 
reſolv'd never to think of my miſtreſs more. 
Her looſeneſs was not ſo much the cauſe of 
my averſion, as her want of conduct; for I 
could leaſt of ail pardon her ſimplicity, in 
diſcovering to me a ſecret, which ſhe ought 
not to have truſted with any one. She, on 
the contrary, thought ſhe had done an he- 
roick action, and had oblig'd me highly. I 


us was in the right; but, for my part, I 
Mall never adviſe a lady to own her amours 
either to her husband or lover. 
When it was known, that J forbore viſiting 
her, the world imagin'd it to be a conſe- 
quence of the diſſatisfaction I had at her 
propoſing to marry the prince ; and I ſuffer'd 
that opinion to prevail. I know not whether 
ſhe continu'd her intrigue with the page, 
| but, about a twelve- month after, a great fa- 
N vourite made a match between her and one 
of his relations; who was eldeſt ſon to a 
| noble and ancient family, from whom ſhe has 
[ ſince been ſeparated, and is grown the moſt 


lewd and infamous woman at court. 
Thus 


leave it to the reader to determine which of | 
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Thus I found my ſelf deceived in this laſt 
engagement, and inſtead of an opportunity 
of making my fortune, it was an occaſion of 
no ſmall trouble and expence to me; which 
further confirm'd the ill opinion I had enter- 
tain'd of the ſex. 5 


I reſolv d to court them no more, but for 
amuſement; and the firſt attempt I made of 
that kind, was with one who was known to 
have been miſtreſs to a great lord at court, 
wherein her reputation had ſuffer d, and 
whoſe viſits ſhe was oblig'd to ſhun, to avoid 
a farther cenſure. She endeavour'd to per- 
ſwade me, that ſhe had wholly left him for 
my ſake, which I only pretended at firſt to 
believe. But who can reſilt the proteſtations 
of a deceitful woman? ſhe ſeem'd ſo indiffe- 
rent not only as to that lord, but to all the 
world beſides my ſelf, that at length I thought 
ſhe had an affection for me only. The lady 
being extreamly beautiful, and very ingent- 
ous, I was pleas'd at having fix d on a per- 
ſon of that character, and found, that in 
ſpite of all my reſolutions, I was running in- 
to a relapſe. My firſt endeavour was to 1n- 
ſpire her w1:h a more nice and refin'd paſſion, 
than ſhe had till then been ſenſible of; and 
ſhe appear d ſo tractable, that I thought my 
preaching had wrought an unfeign d conver- 
ſion in her, 


The 


12 
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The king of England, Charles II. was then pt 
at the Hench Court, and being a great admi- m 
rer of the fair ſex, it was thought he wanted A 
not for miſtreſſes. I had a great intereſt in te 
him, and was often a ſharer in his pleaſures, tl 
One of my friends, who alſo ſometimes ae- w 
company d him, told me, that an unknown ſh 
woman had addreſs'd her ſelf to him, about in 
-a very pleaſant buſineſs ; which was, that a ct 
great lady at court was willing to preſent h 
any "perſon with four hundred piſtoles, that te 
would procure her a private meeting with hi 
that prince. We muſt, ſaid I to my friend, te 
learn who this lady is, and get theſe four m 
hundred piſtoles: you may aſſure the woman tl 
who ſpoke to you, that I will manage this hi 
affair with the king; which I did the next 
day. The king ſeem'd as paſſionate to ſee 0 
the lady, as I was curious to know who ſhe b. 
was. My friend follow'd my directions, and th 
it was agreed, the interview ſhould be in a tl 
houſe near Paris, where that prince ſhould m 
go incognito. She thereupon paid him down t⸗ 
one halt of the money, promiſing he ſhould te 
have the reſt when the buſineſs was over. w 
The king accordingly came to the rendez- | a: 
vous, attended by none but a lord of his = 
own nation, my friend, and my ſelf. As yi 
ſoon as we were arriv'd, the woman who was Ve 
entruſted with this negotiation, entreated his 0 
majeſty to take no body with him, becauſe b 
the lady deſir d to conceal her ſelf: he only I 


permit» P 
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permitted the lord to follow him, and bid 
my friend, and I, wait for him in the garden. 
A little while after the king came to us, and 
told us, that the lady knowing we were 
there, would not be perſwaded to ſtay, but 
was already gone; giving as a reaſon, that 
ſhe knew me to be the moſt talkative man 
in the world, and that I could not keep a ſe- 
cret. I wonder'd any lady in France ſhould 
have ſuch a thought of me, ſince my charac- 
ter was quite otherwiſe ; and therefore ask d 
his majeſty, what manner of perfon ſhe was ? 
to which he anſwer'd, he would ſhew her 
me, for he knew ſhe went often to court, and 
that this was not the firſt time he had ſeen 


her face. | 


Three or four days after, being art the fair 
of St. Germain's, with my miſtreſs, who I 
believ'd had a particular love for me : I met 
that king, who, ſmiling, whiſper'd in my ear, 


that the lady I led was the lady he had pro- 


mis'd to ſhew me. Obſerving that ſhe had 
taken notice of our whiſpering, I acquain- 
ted her with what that prince had faid ; at 
which ſhe ſeem'd not much ſupriz d, but 
ask'd me, why? did you not know 1t? I 


could not think of a more fit revenge for 


your baſeneſs, in ſelling your miſtreſs: I am 
very well ſatisfy'd with the king, and ſo you 
ought to be with me, ſince the money has 
been paid you punctually. Oh! perfidiods, 
I reply'd, who could have ſuſpected you ca- 


Pable of ſuch an action? take my advice, faid 


ſhe, 


[ 134 } 


ſhe, and be ſilent, we cant reproach each 
other: if it is mean in me to proſtitute my 
ſelf to a prince, it is much more ſo in you, 
to have fold your miſtreſs for four hundred 
piſtols. 

I admir'd the temper of the woman, and 
envied her the preſence of mind with which 
ſhe acted her part; for I was in a paſſion, 
and could ſcarce refrain from abuſing her, 
when ſhe did nothing but laugh at my bein 
out of humour. I confeſs, women, on ſuc 
occaſions, have more reſolution than men ; 
and that they bear better, than we can, the 
ſhame of being convicted of falſhood. 


I broke off wholly with her, and acquain- 


ted the king with my reaſons. He ſeem'd to 
be concern'd, that I ſhould loſe my miſtreſs 
on his account; but, however, he proceed- 
ed in his amour: I look'd on it with a great 
unconcernedneſs; and this indifferency per- 


ſwaded me, that I did not love her. While 


Tus'd to viſit her, I had often ſcen one of 
her friends with her, who had a daughter 
about ſixteen or ſeventeen years old, whom 
ſhe ſtill boarded in a nunnery, but ſent for 


home ſometimes. This young woman was 


really handſome, and had a great ſhare of 


wit. I often convers'd with her; but ſhe 


was ſo young, that I never ventur'd to tell 
ber ſeriouſly of my inclination for her: nei- 
ther did I believe ſhe had any particular re- 
gard for me, till ſne diſcover d it in à letter, 

| wherein 
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wherein ſhe expreſs'd her concern moſt ten- 
derly for a ſlight indiſpoſition I had. Ho- 
ping, that after all the tricks women had 
play'd me, I might now ſafely rely on a young 
creature, who ſeem'd to follow the dictates 
of her heart, I return'd a paſſionate and 
grateful anſwer; and three days after I re- 
ceivd another, which contain d but two or 
three lines; ſhe deſir d me to be at home at 
ten the next morning. I could not imagine 
to what end ſhe made me that requeſt ; and 
did not in the leaſt ſuſpe& ſhe would, or 
could, have come to ſee me, Yet ſhe did, 
telling me, ſhe had given the ſlip to one of 


ber relations; who had fetch'd her from the 


convent. | 
It may well be imagin'd, I was charm'd 
with this action, and that my flame was not 
2 little augmented by it; ſhe tarry'd not 
long, that her couſin, who was in a church 
hard by, might not miſs her. The next 
morning I receiv'd a very endearing letter 
from her ; and, for a month afterwards, I ne- 
ver fail'd of one every day in the ſame {train, 
and I anſwer'd them in a manner {o much the 
more tender, as I was moſt ſincerely affected; 
tor I had all the reaſons in the world to be- 
lieve that this young creature lov'd me, and 
that ſhe had never lov'd any one but me. I 
durſt not viſit her in her nunnery; for ſhe 
told me, it would expoſe her; and that it 
was our intereſt, that our love ſhould be a 
ſecret; ſo that ſending and receiving letters 
Was 


[136 ] 


This had laſted a month when ſhe wrote 
to me, that ſhe was oblig'd to give it over, 
being perſuaded that it was a fin, Her let- 
ter almoſt diſtracted me, and thinking it was 
not ſufficient for me to write with all the 
concern I was capable of ſhewing, I own'd 
my love to an acquaintance of hers and mine, 
— promis d me to ſpeak to her, in my be- 
half. | | 


the ſcruple ſhe ſeem'd to have, was but a 
pretence, and that the true reaſon of her 
change, was her love for another. That 
ſhe had not indeed confeſs'd ſo much, but 
that one might eafily perceive it by what 
ſhe had ſaid, I was perſuaded it was ſo, 
as ſoon as the lady had inform'd me what 
diſcourſe paſs'd between them ; however, I 
entreated her to return once more, and en- 
deavour to reclaim her; but ſhe would not 
explain her ſelf further to the lady, bur fhe 
wrote to me, and acknowledg'd ſhe could no 
longer doat on a man whom ſhe durſt not 
ſee, and who, beſides, was reported to have 
a thouſand other miſtreſſes. The ſtyle of 
this letter was a greater proof that ſhe had 
forſaken me, than her telling me ſo; for let 
all poſſible care be taken to make a letter 
ſoft and amorous, it is no longer ſo than 
while the heart directs, This confirm'd my 

thoughts 


was all I could expect till an opportunity 
ſhould preſent it ſelf for another meeting. 


The lady having been with her, told me 
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thoughts of her falſhood: but how it hum 
bled me, when I underſtood the perſon whom 
ſhe had prefer'd before me, was a ſervant of 
her mothers ! | | 

However, I was ſo great a dotard, that 
I endeavour'd to find excuſes for her frailty 
and imagining the free acceſs he had to her 
was the occaſion of her change, I reſolv'd 
to procure my ſelf the advantage of ſeeing! 
her as often. I confeſs'd it was not over 
honourable to perſiſt in loving one, whoſe 
ſoul could ſtoop to ſuch a man's addreſſes; 
but I had no occafion to be very jealous, 
ſince his viſits could reach no farther than 
the grate; nor did I think it fo great a 
wonder for a maid of her age to be wave- 
ring in her lover's abſence, bur rather blam'd_ 
my own negligence, fince I might have found 
out a thouſand ways of being admitted to 
her. 

Immediately I thought of one, and having 
diſguis d my ſelf like a footman, enquir'd' 
for her, as if ſent from her mother. She 
preſently knew me, and expreſs'd ſo much 
joy for having given her that proof of my 
aflection, that I expected the tranſport ſhe 
was in, would have depriv'd her of her ſen- 
ſes. How often did ſhe repeat, Alas ! Is it 
poſſible you ſhould love me ſtill? I could ne- 


ver have thought it. How happy am I! 


well, I ſhall die with pleaſure, 
Thefe 
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Theſe raptures, which ſeem'd very natu- 
ral, did ſo bewitch me, that I was no longer 
angry at her falſhood, only tenderly menti- 
tion'd it, and ſhe acknowledg'd her civility 
had encourag'd that man's boldneſs, bur 
vow'd ſhe would never have endur'd his in- 
ſolence, had ſhe not been proyok'd to it by 
the indifterency ſhe fancy'd I had for her; 
and that, as a confirmation of her averſion 
to him, ſhe would cauſe him to be kill'd, 
or ſtab him her ſelf, if I defir'd it. I told 
her, I expected not ſo babarous an aſſurance, 
and that I ſhould be ſatisfy'd with her a- 
voiding his converſation ; on which ſhe made 
me a thouſand proteſtations of her future 
fidelity. 

This gave me an unexpreſſible pleaſure, 
and I was in an extaſy at the thoughts of 
being the only poſſeſſor of her heart. No 
one had more ſenſe than ſhe, and I was per- 
ſuaded it was only the violence of her paſ- 
ſion which had carried her to this excels. 
Before I left her, I gave her a lecture a- 
bout conſtant love: but having ſpoke never 
a word of matrimony, ſhe ask'd me, if I 
did not think her a match good enough ? 
I reply'd, I did not believe her friends would 
marry her ſo young; and beſides, I fear'd 
her fortune being much above mine, I ſhould 


certainly be deny'd, if I pretended to ask 


their conſent. Well! and what need have 
we of friends? ſaid ſhe, I'll get out of the 
convent, and meet you when and where-you 

| | pleaſe: 
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pleaſe : then they muſt comply. I repreſen- 


ted to her, it was ſafer to wait a little, and 
in the mean while I would procure ſome per- 


{on to inſinuate the matter to her mother, at 


a diſtance, in order to try her pulſe. She 
ſcem'd better ſatisfied at theſe words, but 
would not let me go till I had ſolemnly pro- 
mis'd to make her my wife. 

She was, indeed, ſo great a fortune, that 
there was a match concluding between her 
and one of the firſt quality; and all the ne- 
cellary preparations being ready, ſhe was ta- 
ken out of the nunnery, and it was generally 
reported, ſhe was going to marry the duke 
de—— — But ſhe told her mother plainly, 
that ſhe would never have him, becauſe ſhe 
was engag'd to me. 

This ſurpriz'd her, for our intrigue had 
been kept very ſecret: but the match in 
hand being already agreed on, by the rela- 
tions on both ſides, her mother commanded 
her never to think more of me, which it ſhe 
did, ſhe ſhould lead the remainder of her lite 
in a cloiſter. This threat was a great ſhock 


to her reſolution ; but what more induc d her 


to comply with her parents deſires, was the 
ſlight of her intended husband, whom ſhe 
tell paſſionatly in love withal at the firſt view, 
and marry'd him the next day 

She had before inform'd me by a letter, of 
what ſhe had ſaid to her mother in relation 


to the promiſe we had made each other; 
adding, 
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adding, the only means I had left was to carry 
her off aſſigning me the time when ſhe would 
be at a church in the neighbourhood. It was 
not without ſome reluctancy that I undertook 
It ; but the proſpe& of a good fortune, and 
an affectionate wife, made me wave all my 


ſcruples; and having taken all neceſſary mea- 


ſures, I came to the church-door in a coach, 
Juſt as I arriv'd, the ceremony was begin- 
ning; ſo that I took her project of running 
away with me, for a meer banter, ſince I 
thought it impoſſible her mind ſhould alter 
ſo ſuddenly. This I ſo highly reſented, that 
I was not ſorry for loſing her; and remain'd 
preſent during all the ſervice, which very 
much offended thoſe of her relations, to whom 
ſhe had mention'd me, and they have ever 
ſince appear d my enemies upon all occaſions ; 
for I could never come to a right underſtan- 
ding with them, nor with my unfaithful mi- 
ſtre(s, who ſeem'd not to have ſeen me; and 
rhaps did not, her whole mind being poſ- 
eſs'd with her bridegroom. 
Some it may be will wonder, that I ſhould 
not ſeek to revenge my ſelf for her treachery ; 
but love being, in my opinion, the freeſt 
thing in the world, I never rank'd thoſe in- 
juries in the number of ſuch which a gentle- 
man ought to reſent. I muſt confeſs, I have 
not always been ſo moderate on that ac- 
count, as will be ſeen by the ſequel of my 


life. 135k 
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When I ſaw this laſt miſtreſs married, I 
believed, more than ever, that it was impoſ⸗- 
ſible for me to experience the ſweets of a real 
and ſincere love; and that made me very mo- 
roſe to a ſex I began both to hate and de- 
ſpiſe. But what ſurpriz'd me was, the more 
1 2 them, the more complaiſant and 
obliging they were to me. | 

I did by this carriage gain the eſteem of 
a lady, my acquaintance with whom, was 
occaſion'd by a very odd accident. This 
lady had ſo henpeck'd her husband, that ſhe 
had reduc'd him to a meer changling, thro” 
her imperious treatment. Being very hand- 
ſome, and abſolute miſtreſs of her conduct, 
molt young courtiers had intrigues with her; 
and ſhe was famous for changing her lovers 

every quarter, I could not forbear letting 
fly a ſevere jeſt or two upon her, which ſhe 
hearing ot, made great complaints; inſo- 
much, that one day, being by chance 1n her 
company, ſhe abus'd me in a moſt aftronting 
manner, which I return'/d with intereſt. This 
made a great noiſe, and every one blam'd 


my rudeneſs, which indeed I could not ex- 


cuſe. I was advis'd to give her ſome ſatiſ- 
faction; but my reſentment was too great, 
and, on the contrary, I us'd all the means I 
could to expreſs my contempt of her. 

The iſſue was far from what I ſhould have 
expected ; for inſtead of her hatred, I gain'd 
her ir; «ndſhip A lady, who knew us both, 

deſir d 


m2] 
defir'd of me to meet her at her houſe, aſſu- 
ring me, I ſhould not repent it. I could ex- 

ct nothing from ſuch a meeting but re- 
proaches, which made me unwilling to con- 
{ent ; but being afſur'd I ſhould be enter- 
tain'd in a quite different manner, I at length 
ſuffer d my ſelf to be prevail'd upon, and 
went to the lady's, who was to bring us to- 
gether. | 

She came there, and began to weep, ſay- 
ing, ſhe was an unhappy woman to be thus 
hated by the only man fhe lov d. This com- 
pliment mollify'd me; and before we parted, 
we were made ſuch good friends, that I be- 
came her chief and moſt aſſiduous lover, I 
drove away all the reſt; and ſeeing ſhe paid 
a blind obedience to all J requir'd of her, I 
began to treat her with more complacency. 

My civility and kindneſs encourag'd her to 
recal her lovers,, whom I had drove away ; 
and I choſe rather to ſee her falſe, than to 
owe her fidelity to my ill treatment and 
threats. I left her by degrees, and was told, 
ſpeaking of me, ſhe ſhould ſay, that I had not 
courage enough to be cruel; and that my 
good nature occaſion'd my being unhappy 
with women. I admir'd, that a woman who 
govern'd her husband merely by croſſing him, 
ſhould let her lovers govern her by the ſame 


means. 


While I had this intrigue, the queen mo- 


ther impriſon'd the prince of Conde ; and the 
in:e-elt 
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intereſt my brother and I had in him, having _ 
rais'd a ſuſpicion of us, he advis'd me to re- 
tire to Poland, where my childrea and eſtate 
might need my preſence. I took his counſel, 
leaving him at Paris, much puzzled how to 
diſcharge, at once, his duty to, the queen, 
and his obligation to the prince; and began 
my journey, imagining I had too much expe- 
rience ever to be over-reach'd by a woman; 
but I was {till the ſame man, and more ex- 
pos d than ever to their treachery, as will be 


ſeen in the following part of theſe M E- 
MOIRS. 
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paſs'd through Germany, and arriv'd 
at Heidelberg, about the latter end 
of April. It was two or three years 
after prince Charles Lewis of Bava- 
ria's having been reſtor'd to his electorate. 
His amours are ſo well known, that the rea- 
der may eaſily judge, gallantry was no ſtran- 
ger to his court; and that I could ſcarce 
avoid there the dangers from which I de- 
ſign d to keep my ſelf tree. But indeed thoſe 
I met with, were ſuch as I could never have 
foreſcen, and which I therefore eſcap'd with 
the more difficulty. 


Among her electoral highneſs's retinue, was 

a very handſome French-woman, who neither 
knew what part of Fance ſhe was born in, 
nor who were her parents. All the account 
ſhe could give of her ſelf was, that one of 
her country-women had brought her into 
Germany, when ſhe was but ten years 00 
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[145] 
who for a long time was taken for her 
mother, but on her death-bed declared, 
that ſhe had only been entruſted with her, 
and did not ſo much as know who ſhe be- 
long'd to. For this reaſon they call'd her 


the lady Errant; a name which ſhe had 
indeed a good title to, as we ſhall fee 


anon. 
The great character I had of her wit 


and beauty, made me deſire to know her; 
whom, accordingly, I ſought an opportu- 


nity to ſee, and we preſently grew acquain- 
ted. I perceiv'd ſhe ſtood much upon her 


quality; for having the liberty to chuſe 


what friends ſhe would, ſhe had pitch'd 


on very conſiderable ones; and confidently 


aſſur d us, that ſhe was daughter to a prince 
and princeſs, who, for certain reaſons, beft 


known to her ſelf, had conceal'd her in 


Germany. I thought it was in jeſt, that 
ſhe pretended to ſo illuſtrious a pedigree z 
but at my third or fourth viſit found ſhe was 
in earneſt : and ſhe alſo told me, that her 


nativity had been calculated, and that the 


aſtrologer had aſſur d her, ſhe ſhould go 
into Poland, where ſhe would meet with 
her friends, and a husband ſuitable to her 


birth. In theſe hopes ſhe liv'd, expecting 


kind heaven would give her an opportu- 
nity of accompliſhing her deſtiny, by af- 
fording her the means to make a voyage 
to Warſaw, 


H Hear 
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Hearing I was bound thither, ſhe fan- 
cy'd the happy hour was come, and offer d 


it, 
treated her ſo kindly, that it were folly 
F and ingratitude to leave her; that I was 
| oblig'd to ride poſt, and therefore ſhe 
could not keep pace with me; and that 
both her reputation and mine would ſuffer 
by ſuch an action: but ſhe would not be 
diſſwaded from it, and reply'd, ſhe was 
reſolv'd to follow me. 
Then J found my error, in having too 
haſtily made an acquaintance with that 
woman; for I muſt confeſs, that entic'd 


beauty ſhe was miſtreſs of, I had begun 
to talk amorouſly to her. She, thinking 
my love real, had rely'd on the addreſſes 
. which I made to her only for my diverſion, 
and did not imagine J could have deny d 
her any thing. 
How-to get rid of her I knew not: at 
laſt I thought I might do it, by finding 
out ſome real lover of hers, who would 
hardly bear her abſence. This was ſoon 
done; and I underſtood, that a raw Ger- 
1 | nan lord had a fincere affection for her, 
and would have marry'd her, had not the 
electreſs oppos'd his being match'd to one 
ſo much below him. 


I 


to accompany me. Ar firſt I thought ſhe 
5 but ſeeing her very ſerious upon 
repreſented to her, that the electreſs 1 


by the eaſy acceſs I had to her, and the 
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J reſolv'd to make him jealous, and to 
that end ſeem'd more aſſiduous than be- 
fore; and fearing that was not enough for 
his dull apprehenſion, I caus'd him to be 


8 warn'd by a friend of mine, that I was 
V as likely as any one to rob him of his mi- 
1S ſtreſs; and he had beſt not only watch 


her himſelf, but alſo deſire the ele&reſs to 
have her obſerv d. I knew not whether 
this would take, for my German did not 
ſeem the more diligent for it; only he 


as open'd wide a pair of heavy gogling eyes 
upon me, whenever it was our fortune to 
00 be together. | 
"at | In the mean while it grew time for me 
-d IM to be gone; and having, as I thought, diſ- 
he faded her from it, I {et forward for my 
un intended journey; but was ſcarce two 
ing leagues oft, when being oblig'd to ſtay for 
fles the ſhoeing of one of my horſes, I was 
on, overtaken by two horſemen. It was no 
yd MF littlc ſurprize to me, to ſee that one of 
them was the lady Errant, in man's 
at clothes; but more, that the other ſhould 
ing be her German gallant. He ſaid no more 
uld to me than he us'd to do, only ſtar'd at 
oon me with all his might; while ſhe told me, 
ver- that upon my ſcrupling to take her with 
her, me, ſhe had perſwaded him to attend her; 
the that ſhe hop'd I would not refuſe them my 
on? company during the reſt of the journey. 


2 
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ſhe would go with me into Poland, to 
marry 


I fear d, leſt my appearing to have had 
a reſpect for her while at Heidelberg, ſhould ; 
make people think I had run away with 

her; and beſides, I could not but foreſee, | 

that ſhe would have been a very trouble- C 
ſome companion. I was, on the other | t 

hand,. aſtoniſh'd to ſee her lover, who was t 

a man of the firſt quality, in ſuch a dreſs, 

and without attendance; and, which in- N p 

creas d my wonder, ready to wait on her | n 

into ſo far diſtant a country, while ſhe | {t 

would have the company of a man whom | b 

he muſt needs look on as a rival. N v 

Growing impatient to know the mean- ti 

ing of it, I took him aſide, and ask d li 

what was his deſign, and how I might be 

ſerviceable to him. He made me a very or 

low bow, and anſwer'd me with great re- ha 

ſpect, that my highneſs did him too great co 
an honour, in chuſing him for an husband th: 
to the princeſs my ſiſter. It may well be lea 
imagin d I was ſtruck with amazement at ſti 
his. diſcourſe ; but it was ſoon over, for, ny. 
by what I knew .of his miſtreſs, I ſoon no! 
guels'd at the trick ſhe put upon him. Ty 
She had made him believe, that I was del 
her brother, and prince de ——, who had WII 
been oblig'd to go under a wrong name 

at Heidelberg, for the ſame reaſons as had ver 

alſo put her under a neceſſity of concealing ter 

her quality; and that J had promis d, it WF 79 
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marry them together, and carry her into 
France, with an attendance ſuitable to her 
quality, One may eafily gueſs, by what I 
have ſaid, that my German lord was no 
conjurer : however, when I had undeceiv'd 
him, he acted like a marr of ſenſe ; but 
this brought me into farther trouble. 

J told him then, that F was neither a 
prince, nor brother to the lady; that he 
muſt have been mad to have entertain d 


ſuch extravagant notions; and that the 


beſt counſel I could give for them both, 
would be to return to Heidelberg, before 
_ departure ſhould be made pub- 
lick, 

Whether this man was but little in love, 
or whether the having been thus deceiv d 
had cur'd him of it; no ſooner was he 


convinc'd of the truth of what I told him, 


than he gallop'd back towards the city, 
leaving the lady with me, now more ob- 
ſtinately bent than before upon accompa- 
nying me : I told her plainly, that I could 
not be her guide; and that if ſhe perſiſted 
in ſuch reſolution, I would return to Hei- 
delberg, and make all the world acquainted 
with her folly, | 
What I ſaid, mov'd her a little ; howe- 
ver, ſhe could not be prevail'd upon to al- 
ter her purpoſe; but with tears in her 
eyes, conjur'd me to aſſiſt her in fulfilling 
her deſtiny: and here I muſt again — 
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my weakneſs, It was no doubt with me, 
but that the creature was foolifh ; never- 
theleſs, her beauty made me pity her: I 
was even pleas'd with the violent love ſhe 
appear to have for me; and I believe, I 
ſhould have been ſo kind as to have car- 
ry d her along with me, if a perſon had 
not come to bring her back ; which ſhews, 
that let a woman be never ſo great a fool, 
ſhe will ſometimes have it in her power to 
manage a man as ſhe pleaſes. 

While this diſpute laſted, we ſaw one 
of the electreſs's lad es, with a company 
of horſemen, who, coming up to us, ſeiz d 
on her, and told me, that his electoral 
highneſs would willingly have an account 
of the reaſons I had to run away with 
her. This was as much as to ſay, that 
they arreſted me in his name; ſo I imme- 
diately went along with them, and came 
back to Heidelberg; where every one look'd 
on me as the author of her fligat : for the 
German, aſham'd of having given credit 
to the extravagancies ſhe had told him, 
was the molt forward in publiſhing, that 
I had perſwaded her, thus diſguis'd, to 
accompany me; and went directly, after 
leaving us, to give ſuch information to the 

electreſs. 

I ſure had reaſon to curſe my ill for- 
tune, on this account; it being the third 
or fourth time in my lite, that I had der 
cho 
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tho' innocent, ſuſpected of ſtealing wo- 
men. A man mult take great care how 
he engages himſelf with ſtrangers, for it 
often happens, that by being too officious 
to them, he hazards his own quiet and 
ſafety. 

I gave the elector a faithful account of 
what had paſs'd, and he readily believ'd 
me; and laughing heartily at the German 
lord's ſimplicity, afſur'd me, that he would 
do his endeavours to help him to the wite 
he had ſo great a mind to. 

Then I had leave to depart, but fell 
ſick by the way, and ſpent above ſix wecks 
in my journey. I underſtood, before m 
arrival at Warſaw, that the only perſon 
feard - was dead ſome days ſince, The 
reader's memory may ſoon ſuggelt to him, 
that it was the poiſoning and daggering 
lady that I ſtood in ſuch awe of. She had, 
ſince my leaving her, marry'd the lord I 
had ſurpriz d her with; and, as it was 
commonly reported, deſign'd to have poi- 
ſon'd him, but was prevented by poiſon he 
had given her. 


King Ladiſlaus had been dead ever ſince 
the ycar 1648, and his brother, prince Ca- 
ſimir, had ſucceeded him, as well in the 
enjoyment -of his queen, as in that of his 
kingdom. I found her majeſty with child, 
and ready to lye- in: ſhe ſeem d very well 
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pleas'd at my return, and told me, I 
came in a very good time, for two rea- 
ſons; one, to deliver my brother out of 
the trouble he had brought himſelf into : 
the other, to comfort a poor afflited 


gentlewoman, who had had recourſe to 
her, and made great complaints of me. 

I was acquainted, in. ſhort, that my 
brother had procur'd himſelf many ene- 
mies, by his raſh and inconſiderate beha- 
viour, eſpecially in his amours ; inſomuch, 
that he was forbid coming to court. And, 
as for the lady, I underſtood, by the de- 
ſcription given of her, that it was my 
Heidelberg miſtreſs, who was arriv'd in Po- 
land almoſt a fortnight before. 

The queen inform'd me, that ſhe had 
given out, I had promis'd to marry her; 
and that after ſhe had given me all the 
proofs of an entire confidence, I had un- 
gratefully forſaken her. I ſatisfy'd her 
majeſty in that particular, and gave her a 
true relation of what had befell me on 
her account : then her majeſty let me 
know further, that the king began to be 
in love with her; at which I was glad, 


hoping ſo potent a rival might deliver me 


from her impertinence. 


The ſtory of her leaving Hede!berg runs 
thus. After her return, the elector endea- 


vour d to marry her to her German lover; 
but 
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I | but ſhe ſtill fondly perſwaded that her 
— ſtars directed her to Poland, refus d to mar- 
f ry him. The German, eager in his purſuit, 
£ and aſſiſted by his prince, caus d her to be 
3 confin d, thinking by that means to make 
o ber comply; but ſhe found a way to eſ- 
i cape, and having put on man's clothes, 
Y came to Warfaw, with a woman whom 
- ſhe had perſwaded to accompany her un- 
i der the ſame diſguile. 
92 
5 Being arriv'd there, ſhe immediately en- 
;- BH quird for me; whom not finding, ſhe 
3 thought of the fine ſtory ſhe had told the 
0- WF queen: but the king's affection for her 
= {1oon chang'd her note, and ſhe no longer 
d MF amug'd her ſelf with complaining either 
+ of me, or her ill fortune. 
ic | We chanc'd to meet not long after, but 
Vith the ſame indifferency as tho' we had 
er never ſeen one another; and the feign'd 
a FX promiſe, nor the adventures at Heidelberg 
mn were not once mention'd in our converſa- 
1c tion. I found her free from all thoſe ex- 
x travagancies: it ſcem'd to me, that the 
d, honour of having ſuch a prince for a lover, 
1C had brought her to her ſelf, She was now 
grown as ſenſible as ſhe was fair; and I 
muſt confeſs, I never ſaw a woman more 
IS charming. She made me the confident of 
a her intrigue with the king, which brought 


me into treſh misfortunes, 
H 5 The 
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The queen being as jealous of this, as 
ſhe had been of her former husband, 
would have had me acquaint her with all 
I knew of the amour; but I, fearing to 
diſpleaſe her, pretended I had an intrigue 
with her my ſelf, and that the king had 
wholly forſaken her. The confidence her 
majeſty repos'd in me, made her give 
more credit to what I ſaid, than to the 
advices ſhe had of the king's falſhood ; 
and ſhe could not forbear acquainting him 
with this report, ſaying, ſhe wondred how 
people could have ſuch mean thoughts of 
him, as to imagine he could love a woman 
I was known to converſe with. 

The effect of this was, that he ſuſpec- 
ting me, order d his miſtreſs to forbear 
ſeeing me. When the queen underſtood 
that I durſt nor viſit her, ſhe was convinc'd 
I had deceiv'd her; and reſented it fo 
highly, that ſhe began to hate me, almoſt 
as much as ſhe did her rival. 


= 
* 


My brother's wild conduct had, on the 
other hand, made our name odious to the 
Polanders. Having, as I have already ſaid, 
been oblig'd to quit France about a year 
and a half before, he came to Warſaw, 
thinking to find me there, where he met 
with the gentleman, who had been my ſe- 


cond at Venice, who was but juſt arriv d. 
The 
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The queen made them a very kind recep- 
tion; and prince Cazimir's election and 
marriage, having given an occaſion to all 
ſorts of paſtimes, the court was ſo 
much taken up vith thoſe divertiſe- 
ments, that war had for ſome time been 
wholly laid aſide; ſo they had not an oę- 
caſion of ſerving his Poliſh majeſty againſt 
the Swedes, to which end they ſaid they 
were come; and for want of other em- 
ployment, wholly ſpent their time in the 
ladies converſation. . 

All the particulars I could hear were, 
that they had fought ſeveral duels; and 
that their rude behaviour to every woman 
they lik'd, had at laſt obiig'd the queen to 
command them to come no more to court : 
ſo that they confirm'd the opinion foreig- 
ners had then, that politeneſs is what the 
French leaſt practiſe in their amours ; 
which prejudice, I do not ſee that thoſe 
who have travell'd fince have effac'd; for 
it 15 look'd on as a miracle, to fee a young 
H ench gentleman behave himſelf with diſ- 


.Cretlon, 


 Tho'I had highly diſoblig'd the queen, 
yet ſhe made a great diſtinction between 
my brother and me; and if ſhe ſeem d not 
to deſire me to ſtay in Poland, it was be- 
cauſe ſhe did not think I could be ſeryice- 
able to her, in the deſign ſhe had of go- 

verning 


| | 
verning the king, to whom I was become 
ſuſpected. So when I had ſettl'd my at- 
fairs, and ſecur d the fortunes of my chil- 
dren, whom the queen continu'd to take 
Care of, I reſolv d to return to France. I 
endeavour'd to perſwade my brother, and 
his friend, to a more decent carriage; but 
thinking their credit wholly loſt there, they 
went into Sweden, where they thought 
they might ſooner meet with an opportu- 
nity of ſhewing their valour; for they 
were already outlaw d in France, whither 
they durſt not return. 


I once more left Poland, much in the 
ſame poſture as I had done the time before, 
out of favour with the court, and ſtill for 
a woman's ſake; for my Heidelberg-lady 
was the cauſe of all this: and had not 
that unlucky accident fell out, I ſhould 
have had a great ſhare in king Cafimir's at- 
tection. That prince was much of the 
ſame genius as his brother, a foe to buſi- 
nels, and a ſlave to his pleaſures, but ma- 


ſter of infinitely more courage and brave- 


ry. He was not, naturally, daring enough 
for great undertakings, which had given 
the queen an abſolute command over his 
mind; but when once he had reſoly'd upon 
a thing, he wanted not courage to pur it 
in execution. 


His 


A., -£ 
His predominant vice was the love of 
women ; and conſtancy was what he was 


little guilty of. His natural levity was 


encourag'd by frequent remorſes, and a 
dread, leaſt God fhould bring ſome pu- 
niſhment on him for his lewdneſs. He 
never fail'd being devout when he began 
to be weary of a miſtreſs; but his devo- 
tion laſted no longer than his love: thus 


was his whole life a mixture of piety and 


gallantry. As for his behaviour, he was 
trank, and very complaiſant ; but he was 
weak, and diverted himſelf with trifles : and 
had not the king of Sweden, and Lubo- 
mirski diſturb'd his quiet, he would have 
preferr'd the eaſe of a private man, to the 
reputation of a great monarch. 

The queen had an abfolute power over 
him, tho' ſhe was ſtill miſtruſtful of her 
authority: it was not for want of a good 
opinion of her own wit, nor for want of 


knowing the character of the king's ; but 


it was that very knowledge made her ſuſ- 
pe& her power. She fear d the king, be- 
ing of ſo eaſy a temper, might ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be govern d by others; and ſeeing 
he muſt have miſtreſſes, ſhe took all poſſi- 
ble care to give him a diſtaſte for thoſe, 
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* A Polander, who excited a rebellion which 
laſted fifteen years, 
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-who ſhe thought might be cunning enough 


Such was the ſtate of the court of Po- 
land; for being now grown more ſcrious, 
I began to obſerve the fame and talents 
of thoſe I convers'd with ; and the poſture 
of their affairs. 


to ſupplant her. 


Before I was quite out of that country 
I met with a new adventure, whetein. I 
ran great hazards of my life; and was a 
witneſs of the moſt barbarous ſight eyes 
ever beheld, the very thought of which 
ſtill ſtrikes my ſoul with horror. Altho' 
my inclination for the fair ſex was the oc- 
caſion of the ſhare I had in it, yet I can- 
not herein condemn my felt, ſince any one 
who had the leaſt humanity or generoſity, 
would have acted as I did. 


I was about two days journey from 


Warſaw, when reſting in a little town, 
while freſh horſes were providing for me, 
I ſpy'd a woman in a great diſorder, who 
running towards me, made ſigns that I 
ſhould meet her, being almoſt ſpent, and 
not able to reach the place where I was. 
Being got to her, ſhe threw her felt into 
my arms, and betore ſhe could ſpeak, fain- 
ted away. She was little, as are moſt of 
the Poi women; and, in ſpight of the 
confuſion ſhe was in, it was caſily per- 


ceiv'd ſhe was as handſome as any that 
country 
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country affords. Her beauty and diſtreſs 
mov d my pity : I carry'd her into a little 
houſe, where my ſervants waited, and ha- 
ving laid her down, ſhe recover d. | 

She told us, that ſhe was born at Bre- 
flaw, and that her friends had marry'd 
her to a Tartar, who was ſo rude to her, 
that not being able. to bear any longer 
with his ill treatments, ſhe had left him, 
and was going to Warſaw, where ſhe had 
ſome relations, who would protect her a- 
gainſt her ſevere husband. This was all 
ſhe told us ar firſt ; but at laſt ſhe own d, 
that the reaſon of her running away was, 
that ſhe had given him an occaſion to 
ſuſpect her virtue; that her lover had ac- 
company d her in her flight, and being 
fallen into an ambuſcade of Coſſacks, they 
had murther'd him before her eyes; and 
that having made her eſcape from them 
alſo, ſne was ſtill in great fear of her 
husband, who ſhe knew was in purſuit of 
IB: | 

Indeed, my heart bled to ſee her in 
that wretched condition ; but how to help 
her I knew not, unleſs I carry d her to 
Warſaw, which would have been a conſi- 
derable ſtop to my journey. However, I 
thought my ſelf oblig'd in honour and 
charity to do it; and accordingly order'd 
one of my men to take her up behind him, 
and to follow me. 
: But 


#_.. ka 

But we had ſcarce rid half a day, before 
we met with her husband, who with ten 
or twelve Tartars more, was in ſearch after 
her. He preſently knew her again, and 
having drawn his ſcymeter, came to him 
who had her up behind him, threatning 
to take away his life. I haſten'd ta his re- 
lief, with my piſtol cock d; but the ſupe- 
rior number ſoon overpower'd us, and we 
were robb'd of our charge. I know not 
whether, in the paſſion he was in, he took 
me for his wife's ſpark ; but having order'd 
his men to ſeize me, I was forc'd into a 
ſtable he had already caus'd her to be ſhur 
into, where I beheld his barbarous re- 
venge. He commanded four of his ſer- 
vants to graſp her tender limbs, while him- 
ſelf began to flea her. The miſerable crea- 
ture look'd fometimes on me; and amidſt 
the woful cries that dreadful pain forc'd 
from her, did now and then put forth ſome 
Ejaculations, to implore the divine mercy. 
At laſt her inhuman husband, ſeeing her 
dead, threw in my face what he had of 
her skin, whence I expected to have been 
us'd in the ſame manner; which to pre- 
vent, I told him in Poliſß, that I would 
have him take care of what he did; that 
I was a ſiranger, wholly unacquainted 
with his wife, and whom he could have 
no quarrel againſt. Theſe words made 


bim look very carneſtly on me; and not 
| finding 


„ 
finding in me any marks of the perſon for 
whom, very probably, he had taken me; 
he came to me with more civility than I had 
reaſon to expect from a man ſo inhuman; 
and without ſaying a word, he ſer my 
men and baggage at liberty, and left me 
to continue my journey. 

Indeed never did any adventure give me 
ſo much dread and horror : it was above 
ten days before I could deſtroy the fright- 
ful idea of her puniſhment ; during which 
time I often had a deſire to ſeek out the 
Tartar, and kill him with mine own hand : 
but theſe thoughts did at laſt wear off, 
and gave way to the reflections I made on 
the fatal conſequences which uſually at- 
tend an unequal match; and on the miſe- 
ry women procure themſelves by their looſe 
behaviour, | 


I arriv'd at Paris about the latter end 
of January, having ſpent near ten months 
in my journey. About a fortnight after 
my arrival, the prince was fet at liberty; 
and my brother and I thought we might 
expreſs our gratitude and reſpects to him, 
without diſobliging the court; but we ſoon 
found it otherwiſe; and the very firſt time 
we waited on him, perceiv'd he was con- 
triving to leave France. He was of too 
great judgment not to diſcover the queen 
delign'd. to recal the cardinal, who was 

then, 


ö 8 — ' V ͤ Y eres WD 


[ 162 |] 
then, I think, at Sedan; and openly pro- 
teſted, that if he return'd into Fraxce, 
he was reſolv'd to drive him out by 
force. 

We well foreſaw what would be the 
event, and waited not long for a confirma- 
tion of our fears. My brother did not 
think fit to follow the prince; but becauſe 
I was more maſter of my own actions, he 
not only conſented to my attending him 
out of the kingdom, but alſo advis'd me 
to ſhare in his fortune: whether he ſaw it 
impoſſible for him to advance my prefer- 
ment with the queen; or that being deſi- 
rous to {ee the prince in favour with his 
majeſty, he was glad to have a friend with 
his royal nighneſs, by whom he might give 
him advice. | 


Whatever my brother's deſign might be, 

I am ſure I would never have comply d 
with his deſires, had I not been glad to 
leave Paris, that I might divert my me- 
lancholy, occaſion'd by the affliction I had, 
through the perfidiouſneſs of a miſtreſs I 
had engag'd with, ſince my return from 
Poland. This was a tronbleſome intrigue; 
and ſince that with my Carmelite, none had 
ever touch'd me ſo nearly, or gave me ſuch 
concern. Indeed, it afforded me an op- 
portunity of diſcovering new characters 
in the ſex, which I had not till then been 
aware 
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awarc of, as may be judg'd from the fol- 
lowing ſtory. 


Near my lodgings there liv'd a woman, 
whoſe husband was lately dead, but who 
had been ſeperated from him a few years 
atter her marriage. Every one would have 
it that her gallantry had been the only 
occaſion of their divorce and I was for 
{ome time of the ſame opinion; but be- 
ing grown better acquainted with her, I 
perceiv d there might other reaſons, and 
very ſubſtantial ones, be given. She 
was the moſt fantaſtical woman in the 
world ; and I think that the ill humour of 
a wife is as inſupportable as her want of 
chaſtity ; for thoꝰ ſhe does leſs expoſe her 
husband in publick, ſhe is a greater plague 
to him 1n private. 

She had a daughter, who ſhar'd the 
ſame fate with her; for they had made it 
their bargain at parting, that the father 
ſhould provide for the boys, and the 
daughter ſhould be left to her mother's 
care. She was certainly the worſt tutor 
that young maid could have, not only 
becauſe of her bad repute, but alſo for the 
unaccountable ſentiments ſhe had on her 
daughter's account, which till then it ne- 
ver had enter'd my thoughts a mother 
could have been guilty of. This woman, 


who was, no doubt, well inform'd of the 
aſper- 
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aſperſions that were caſt upon her honour, 
was jealous at the praiſe her daughter 
might have won, by not following her ex- 
ample ; and her greateſt care was to en- 
gage her in ſome intrigue, which might 
expoſe her to a like cenſure : but through 
another unaccountable nicety, ſhe was 
deſirous that her daughter might lie under 
the ſcandal of folly as well as debauchery, 
and to that purpoſe was very diligent in 
keeping: her from the company of ingeni- 
ous men, and letting her ſee none but fops 
and fools. 

Such was this gentlewoman's humour, 
which I did nat at firſt diſcover, thinking 
her incouraging the addreſſes ſome fools 
made to her daughter, might be grounded 
on the opinion, that they are leſs dange- 
rous than others. 

The young lady was very lovely, had a 
brisk flaſhy wit, but very little judgment, 
and was of a very violent temper, and a 
great indulger of her paſſions. 

I was at firſt wholly unacquainted with 
either of their characters, and only viſi- 
ted them, as being agreable neighbours, 
whoſe converſation might prove diverting; 
but I had not ſeen the daughter twice, e te 
I fell deeply in love. She receiv'd my declara- 
tion in ſuch a manner as increas d my flame, 
and we preſently grew as intimate as it 
we 
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ur, W-we had known each other all our lifes 
cer time. ; 
ex- She told me, I muſt not give any jea- 
en- louſie to her mother; and that the old 
ght gentle woman ſhould not ſuſpect me, 1 


gh WF thus excus'd the frequent viſits I made 


vas to her daughter: firſt, that I did it, to 
det increaſe her knowledge, by giving her a 


make a match between her and a relation of 
mine, who was very rich, and was wholly 
guided by me. But this was juſt the 
| counter-part of what I ſhould have done; 


have any merit or be well match'd ; 
and her only wiſh was, that ſhe might 
0 to want both ſenſe and mo- 
deſty. | 

4 found I was not welcome, and 
the moſt diſobliging methods in the world 
| were us'd to make me underſtand it: but 


| vour was ſhewn to a man who poſlefled 
in a high degree, all the ill qualities requi- 
ite to render his aquaintance ſcandalous 
on all accounts, and was therefore ſove- 
reignly accompliſh'd for what the mother 
delign'd him. 

He was five and fifty, and was ſo uni- 
verſally deſpis'd, that I never heard any 
one ſpeak well of him. The only good 
quality he was famous for, was, that he 
was 


narration of my travels, and then to 


tor her mother was unwilling ſhe ſhould- 


while I was ſo ill treated, all poſſible fa- 
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was a very peaceable and quiet man, an 
enemy to quarrels, and willing to put up 
all manner of affronts rather than draw 
his ſword, which had not hitherto ſeen 
the light, tho' he was an officer. Another 
valuable qualification was, that he was, an 
eternal viſitant, where he once grew ac- 
quainted, eſpecially if ir was a houſe of 

ood eating, and where it might be 
thought he had ſome intrigue ; for he 
unwillingly parted with his money, and 
was very ambitious of being thought in 
favour with the ladies. 

- Having been an aquaintance of theirs 
for thirty years, I wondred not at firſt to ſee 
him ſo aſſiduous; but the daughter who 
ſeem'd to repoſe an entire confidence in 
me, inform'd me, that he was vehemently 
in love with her. As I thought ſhe men- 
tion'd this to me, only that J might give 
her my advice, and I, not in the leaſt 
miſtruſting, that one, I thought ſo deſer- 
ving could ever ſtoop to have a kindneſs for 

ſuch a fop, turn'd his paſſion into ridicule, 
and only adviſed her to avoid being in 
private with him, leaſt ſhe ſhould thereby 
encourage the vanity of ſo conceited a cox- 


comb. 


I queſtion'd not but her own inclinati- 


on would have made her hearken to my 
advice ; but was too ſoon acquainted 


with the contrary, that ſhe was with him 
day 
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day and night, and that when the old wo- 
man was gone to bed they ſat up together 
till two or three in the morning. I tax'd 
her with it, which ſhe deny'd in part, and 
vowed what ſhe did was only in obedience 
to her mother. Then I began to know 
the character of a mother ſo unworthy. of 
that name, and I did not at all doubt, but 
that ſhe endeavour'd to diſcredit her daugh- 
ter. The intereſt which I took in the reputa- 
tion and ſettlement of a perſon whom [I ſin- 
cerely lov'd, oblig'd me to impart to her my 
conjectures upon her mother's conduct, but 
it was too late, The freedom with which 
ſhe ſaw the old officer had occaſion'd ſome 
inclination in her towards him; ſhe be- 
gan to find him amiable and no longer to 
love me; for at length women fix them- 
ſelves where they can, and what difference 
ſoever ſhe might find between my old ri- 
val and me, ſhe lov'd him moſt who of the 
two ſhe could moſt eaſily ſee. "* 

Whatever trouble my miſtreſs's change 
gave me, yet I ſometimes excus'd her, and 
my chief reſentment fell upon the mother, 
but I ſoon found the daughter only had 

given me cauſe to complain. 

Being inſenſibly fallen in love with the 
old officer, and having liberty to ſee him 
at all hours, ſhe was afraid I might re- 
preſent to her mother the ill conſequen- 
ces of their frequent meetings, and by 


that 
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that means. deprive her of the pleaſure of 


ſeeing him, with the ſame freedom as 
formerly, To prevent this, ſhe reſolved 
to complain firſt, and accordingly told 
her mother, that I continually perſecu- 
ted her with declarations of a love ſhe 
could not receive. I dare ſay my affec- 
tion for her did not ſo much diſpleaſe her 
mother, as the opinion the old gentlewo- 
man had of my merit ; for ſhe could not en- 
dure a gentleman ſhould court her daugh- 
ter; deſiring, as I have already ſaid, ſhe 
ſhould appear ridiculous in the choice of 
her gallants. 

1 knew not that this girl had diſcover'd 
my love for her to her mother, and attri- 
buted the cold reception I met with to 
her uſual odd humour; in the mean time 
what the mother foreſaw happen'd. The 
old officer's too frequent viſits began to be 
taken notice of. The ſervants pretended 
to have ſeen him come out of her cham- 
ber at unſeemly hours; and in a little 
time, every thing the moſt diſadvantagi- 
ous to her reputation, was reported, 

I found my caſe very hard for a man 
that lov'd ſincerely. Tho' I did not think 
her as baſe as the town-talk repreſented 
her, yet I could not wholly +<believe 
what was ſaid ; however, out of an incre- 


dible fondneſs, I every where took her part, 
an 
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and ſtrove to efface a report, which I knew 
was but too well-grounded. 

It was impoſſible ſhe ſhould te ignorant 
of the zeal I expreſs'd for her; yet, whe- 
ther ſhe was aſham'd ot her perfid iouſ- 
neſs, or that ſhe fear'd a troubleſome ad- 
vice ſhe did not deſign to follow, ſhe 
ſhunn'd me with ſo much care, that I ne- 
ver could ſpeak with her. 

I knew not what to think of it, for I 
could never imagine that ſhe ſhould be in 
love with ſo diſagreable a perſon as my 
rival; and, beſides, I had not courage e- 
nough to hate her, were it true. In the 
mean while the ſcandal increas'd, and it 
was whiſper d about ſhe was with child. 
The proots of her ſhame were but too 
convincing ; and I found my ſelf in a molt 


- intricate dilemma, not knowing what to 


believe, and whether to love or hate her. 
At laſt, I thought it my beſt way to make 
no farther enquiry into the matter, but by 
abfence to ſcek a cure for my folly. By 
this motive was I induc'd to follow my 
brother's counſels; and, I may lay, this 
intrigue gave me more piercing griets, and 
more ſenſible afflictions than I had till then 
receiv d. 


In obedience to my brother's com- 
mands, I attended the prince, whom 1 
found very chagrene, and much diſſatisfy'd 

With 
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with the Spaniarfs, The loſs of Monrond 
was a great vexation to him; and taking 
me aſide, he ask'd me, what people ſaid 
of him at Paris? and, whether my brother 
would not follow my example? I anſwer d, 
that both' the court and the city were 
wholly devoted to him, eſpecially my bro- 
ther; who, as a token of his reſpe& for 
him, had ſent me to ſerve him. He ask'd 
me further, whether my brother deſign'd 
to ſtay? and, how he could agree with 
the cardinal? I reply d, my brother made 
his court to. the king only, and had no- 
thing to do with that miniſter in particu- 
lar. Then write to him, ſaid he, that I 
would have him be wholly for one or the 
other; and that unleſs he can be content 
to cringe to the cardinal, it is his beſt 
way to come hither. I told him, I thought 
he was fix d in his reſolution, and that he 
would keep where he was. I ſce, reply'd 
the prince, that he deſigns for a marſhal's 
ſtaff: indeed, he is in the right; and were 
I in his place, I ſhould not ſtop in ſo fair 
a courſe : but a prince is certainly in an 
unhappy ſtation. 'Thereupon he unbo- 
ſom'd himſelf to me, and confeſs'd, that 
he was ſorry for having engag'd in ſuch 
a buſineſs. I laid hold of this opportuni- 
ty to perſwade him to make his peace 
with the: king ;. but he anſwer'd, it was 


o 
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too late; and that now the dice were caſt, 
he muſt be content with his chance. 

We had afterwards ſeveral other confe- 
rences ; and, whether he repos'd more truſt 
in me, than in the reſt of thoſe who were 
with him; or, that having once unfolded 
his ſecrets to me, it was become habitual 
to him ; he made me the confident of all the 
mortifications he receiv'd from the Spani- 
ards, and had each day ſome new diſcove- 
ry to impart to me, of the little fidelity 
which was to be expected frem them. This 
occaſion d his giving me a commiſſion I 
thought very diſagreable, being rather deſi- 
rous to be employ-d in the army. 

The prince, who ever ſince the battle at 

Lens, knew me to be a good ſoldier ; would, 
of himſelf, have been inclin'd to give me that 
ſatisfaction 3 but ſeeing nothing was acted 
in Flanders, without expreſs orders from 
the council at Madrid, he thought it would 
not be amiſs to ſend inte Sparn a perſon he 
might confide in, who ſhould manage his 
a%airs with Don Lewis de Haro, firit mini- 
iter of that courr. 

He told me, he had at firſt pirch'd on 
the abbot de M, thinking I might 
have done him more ſervice as an officer; 
but that the abbot was too raſh and gid- 
dy, and, he fear'd, would ſpoil all: then 
he obligingly told me, my good parts ren- 
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dred me more fit than any one to ingrati- 
ate my ſelf with the Spaniſh miniſters ; that 


this employment, which would not expoſe 
me to publick view, would be more con- 


venient for me than bearing arms againſt 
France, where my brother might perhaps 
be the object of their malitious revenge; 
that ſeeing my brother adher'd to the car- 
dinal's party, he would, queſtionleſs, uſe 
his endeavours to recal me; and that if 


my mind alterd, JI might return with 
more honour, not having. ſerv d in his 


troops. 


I yielded to theſe reaſons ; and, beſides, 


found there was .a good one he kept to 


himſelf, to wit, the jealouſy, which the 
intereſt I had in him, gave to thoſe who 
had ſome ſhare in his favour: ſo I ac- 
quainted the prince, that I was ready to 


obey his commands; and having receiv'd 


my inſtructions, went for Madrid incognito, 
as a ſtranger, who made that journey on 
his own private occaſions; for the prince 
had not thought fit to give me a publick 
character, thinking my negotiations, by 


being more private, would be more ſecure; 


and kept my departure ſo very ſecret, that 
none knew. but himſelf what was become 


of me, | 
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I ſpent near two years in Madrid, with-- 
out doing him any other piece of ſervice,- 
than repreſenting the - wrongs he receiv'd, 
from the Spaniards in Flanders, and anſwering . 
the complaints which 'they made againſt 
him ; for, as one might judge from their! 
letters, they never could agree: and I di 
cover'd better there than the prince could 
do in Flanders, how wretched a condition 
they are in, who by their revolt are forc'd 
to depend upon {trangers, 

They tound him too extravagant in his: 
cxpences, and too {low in his progreſſes, 
for they would have had him conquer all- 
France in a quarter of a year's time, with- 
out putting them to a farthing expence.. 
Tis true, they did all poſſible juſtice to his 
merit, but ſtill the money was wanting; 
and ſome thought Den Lewis de Haro was 
of intelligence with cardinal Mazarine, and 
had been brib'd by the queen-mother; to 
leave the prince deſtitute both of men and- 
money. Whatever the reaſon might be, all 
my inſtances prevail'd little, and only pro- 
cur d him unpertorm'd promiſes, and empty 
praiſe. 


Having then but little to do, during the 
two years I remain'd at Madrid, it was no 
wonder if I ſpent ſome part of my time in 
gallantry, eſpecially in a country ſo fruit- 

L 3 ful 
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ful in marks and intrigues ; and there 
I obtain'd a farther inſight into the female 
 fex's character, which I have made it my 
buſineſs in theſe memoirs to deſcribe. 


I lodg'd at a Frenchman's houſe, who 
by his pride and ſelf-conceit might have 
been taken for a Spaniard ; but there is lit- 
tle difference between the Spaniards and the 
natives of Gaſcony y; at leaſt, I found it ſo 
by him. He bragg d much of his quality, 
but {till did not diſdain trade, dealing in 
Pictures, and pieces of tapeſtry. 

This man, I believe, was a merchant, 
but he pretended to quality; he was as ſi- 
lent upon what buſineſs kept him at Ma- 
drid, as I was upon what made me ſtay 
there. The dealings I ſaw him have in 
tapeſtry and pictures, made me think he 
and his family were tradeſmen. 


Here I cannot forbear relating the man- 
ner wherein he bought ſome of them, 
which will perhaps ſeem unlikely, and it 
may hardly be believd there ſhould be 
in Spain ſuch impudent robbers. 


A Spaniard, whom he dealt with, car- 
ry d him one day into the king's palace, 
and having Jed him into the fineſt apart- 
ment, where they took a view of the pic- 


tures and tapeſtry, the Spaniard ask'd him, 


what 


1 

what he lik'd beſt of all the furniture? 
and the other having told him, he fancy d 
a certain picture, and piece of hangings, 
he ſhew'd him: well, quoth my Spaniard, 
and what will you give me, if I procure 
them? the Frenchman, not thinking they- 
were at his diſpoſal, took this as a jeſt ; 
but his companion having aſſur'd him he 
was in earneſt, and that this was not the 
firſt time he had ſold the king's goods, 
without its being perceiv'd, they made a 
bargain, and accordingly the picture was 
ſent, having been cut out of its frame; 
and fome days after the tapeſtry, which 
the receiver ſpeedily convey d to Ba- 
jonue. 

Himſelf told me the ſtory, ſaying, it was 
a very uſual thing at Madrid, where they 
would in that manner ſell the goods of 
moſt of the palaces, having firſt agreed of 
the price before they ſtole them. 

I did not much like the company of a 
man, who was capable of countenancing 
ſuch a villany; but I meddled not with 
his concerns, nor he wich mine, and all 
the diſcourſe we had togecher, was only 
concerning the intrigues of the town. 


The firſt I had at Madrid was with a 
woman, whoſe husband was a great fa- 
vourite of Don Lewis de Haro s. My em- 
ployment occaſion'd an intimacy between 

14 us; 
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us; for it was often through his means 
that I obtain'd audience from his patron, 
I. never had ſeen his lady, nor ſo much 
as heard that he was maryy d, till one day 
that ſhe ſpoke to me, in a church where 
we chanc'd to meet. I found ſhe knew 
me, and was willing to improve an ac- 
quaintance, which her youth and beauty 
made me but too delirous of. Theſe de- 
ni res I expreſsd to her; to which. ſhe an- 
ſwer' d, if I was fincere, the weck ſhould not 
be at an end before 1 ſhould receive that 
ſatisfaction. | 

The Frenchman, at whoſe houſe ] lodg'd, 
was then at the ſame church, and had ta- 
ken notice of our converſation, tho it had 
been but very ſhort : we were no ſooner at 
home, but he ask'd me, whether I knew 
that lady, and had ſeen her before? I 
ask'd him the reaſon of his queſtion ? tis, 
reply'd he, of ſome ſmall concern to me, 
having been her gallant for above this half 
year ; and, when you pleaſe, I will ſhew 
you ſome twenty letters of hers I have by 
me. Then he told me, that he was ſcarce 
arrivd at Madrid, when he firſt contracted 
a familiarity with her, having had an op- 
portunity at a publick entertainment the 
king had given; and that ever ſince he met 


Her thrice a week, at a certain place, where 


he offer'd to carry me. 8 
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I was not a little nettled at his diſcourſe, 
being vexd to ſee that a lady, whom I 
had a kindneſs for, ſhould be already en- 
gag'd ;-and, what was worle, that ſo un- 
deſerving a man, for indeed his merit was 
but ſmall, ſhould have the preference be- 
tore me. However, I conceal'd my thoughts, 
and pretending curioſity, deſit d to ſee 
{ome of. thoſe letters, which he promis'd 
me ; but he delay'd me two days, and then 
ſhew'd me ſix or ſeven anonimous billets, 
which he aflur'd me came from her; and 
all exprels'd a great paſſion, and very little 
wit. 

This gave me ſuch ill thoughts of the 
lady, that I reſolv'd never to think of her 
more; but having ſome buſineſs with her 
husband, I went to his houſe, where I was . - 
ntorm'd he was out of town; and the 
{ame ſervant whiſper'd me, that her lady 

deſir'd to ſpeak with me. I could not tell 

at firſt what I had beſt to do: however, 
the deſire of knowing what ſhe had to ſay 
prevail'd, and I went up to her, with a 
relolution to inform her of what I had 
heard. 

L did, and ſhe proteſted it was all falſe; 
rowing ſhe knew no Freachmaz but my lelf, -- 
and that no man could ever boaſt. of ha- 
ring receiv'd a letter from her. The con- 
dence with which ſhe ſpoke to me, made 
me begin to ſuſpect my landlord; and- E 

I 5 thought 
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thought he might as well have compos'd 
thoſe letters according to his own fancy, 
as well as the reſt of the adventure. 

I told the lady then, that ſhe her (elf 
ſhould ſee ſome of the letters which were 
attributed to her. She ſeem'd very deſirous 
of ſeeing them, and ] left her poſleſs'd with 
a paſſion, which nothing but a confirma- 
tion of her intamy could extinguiſh, 


I rook no notice to my landlord that T 
had viſited the lady; but pretending 1 
thought the letters very ingenious, defir'd 
him to ler me ſee them once more ; and he 
accord ingly drew one out of his pocket, he 
{aid he had bur juſt receiv'd ; which I read, 
and put into mine, and he did not ſeem 
over-earneſt to have it again. 

Then I preſently waited on the lady, 
whom I found ready to ſend me one, which 
ſhe told me ſhe had wrote; that by com- 
paring the characters, I might be conviuc'd 
ot her innocence. I was, and it plainly 
appear'd that this was all a contrivance 
of his ; cither out of a vain-glory of being 
thought to have an agreable intrigue, or 
a delire to perplex me, for he never had 
fo much as ſpoke to her. 


Nothing could then have hindred my 


being abtolutely engag d to this woman, 
but an incunceivable odd humour, and 


wich till then I could not think any wo- 
man 
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man could ever have. The ſcandalous ſto- 
ry he had made of her, muſt naturally have 
procur d him her ſcorn and averſion: but 
what impreſſions may not a woman's heart 
receive! his lies and fictions had a quite 
contrary. effect; ſhe deſir d to be acquain- 
ted with him. At firſt ſhe ſaid, it was 
with a deſign to be reveng'd on him, for 
having thus abus'd her; but I perceiv'd - 
this man had unawares gain'd her favour, . 
and indeed at the very firſt fight they 
became very good friends, and I was 
{;ghred. 

Who can ſay, by what ſprings the hearts 
of women are mov'd, when they ſee that 
this perſon's was taken by the very thing 
which ought the better to have defended - 
it? as for me, the more I reflect on this 
adventure, the more difficulty do I find to 
explain how the Frenchman came to gain 
upon her affections; I know not what can 
be ſaid to it, unleſs that ſhe concluded 
rom his being at the trouble of inventing 
this intrigue, that ſhe was look'd upon by 
him, as one whom it was worth while to 
be at ſome pains to make love to: per- 
h2ps likewiſe, ſhe found the contents of the 
{uppoled letters, juſt ſuch as her ſelf would 
have wtote, and was deſirous ot being be- 
iov'd by a man who had ſo nicely hit her 


character. 
What- 
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Whatever the reaſon might be, they im- 
prov d their acquaintance, and my land- 
lord might ſince have ſhewn me as many 
true letters as he had done fictitious ones; 
but he grew diſcreet when his intrigue be- 
came real, I ſhould certainly have diſpu- 
ted him the conqueſt of a heart he had ſo 
little merited, had I not then met with a 
lady whom I thought more worth my 
Cale. f 


The duke de Guiſe was ſtill at Madrid, 
and tho he had not yet the liberty of re- 
turning to Fance, had, however, the pri- 
vilege of ſeeing his friends. I waited on 
him, and gave him an account of what I 
had ſuffer d at Naples for his ſervice ; as 
alſo of his miſtreſs's treachery, except that 
part of it wherein I was concern'd. He 
ſaid, he was ſorry he ſhould have occaſi- 
on'd me all that trouble, and to make me 
ſome amends, he would introduce me to 
a Spaniſh lady, who he had reaſon to be- 
lieve had a reſpect for me; and whoſe qua- 
lity and fortune would pleaſe my vanity, 
if F was one who was to be taken thar 
way. I do not thiik my ſelf vainer than 
other perſons; yer I muſt conteſs, that 
what the duke {aid of the rank and for- 
tune of the lady I was ſuppos'd to have 
pleas'd, made me more defirous of being 
acquainted with her, than what he told 
me 
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me of her beauty; of which, nevertheleſs, 
he gave me a fine deſcription. * 

I told him then, how well I was diſ- 
pos'd for this adventure; and we agreed 
upon a day for a meeting, when he pro- 
mis'd I ſhould have an opportunity of ſee- 
ing and ſpeaking to her. Twodays after- 
wards he carried me to a houſe, where I 
perceiv'd he had the command, by the free- 
dom with which we were admitted. It 
was then about5 in the evening, and not ſo 
dark, but I perceiv'd the furniture was ex- 
traordinary rich, which confirm'd part of 
what the duke had ſaid; and I began to 
have a ſtrange paſſion for the unknown 
lady. 

I was left alone in a cloſet, til very late 
at night, while the duke was gone, as be 
told me, to prepare the lady for my recep- 
tion. I had great reaſon to imagine, that 
ſhe was one of his miſtrefles, and that being 
weary of her, he had a mind to make her 
over to me; but ſuch is the weakneſs of 
human vanity, that theſe reflections made 
but little impreſſion upon me, ſo great was 
my deſire of reckoning a lady of her power 
and wealth among the number of my con- 
queſts, 

But how great was my aſtoniſhment, 
nen I ſaw it was the ſame Neopolitan lady 
with whom I had ſo great reaſon to be 


dilſlatisfy'd! the duke uſher'd her in, and 


told 
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told me, ſmiling, that ſhe came to expi- 
ate the fault ſhe committed, by deſerting 
me at Naples. I was ſurpriz d, if ever I 
was ſo in my life, and my firſt thought 
was a thought of anger and revenge ; but 
at length I-confider'd it was not proper to 
Jet it be perceiv'd chere; and ſeeing they 
both laugh'd heartily, I laugh'd too. 

I preſently perceiv'd, that the duke had 
deceiv'd me, when he ſaid, the lady was 
deſirous of having an intrigue with me; 
for they two were greater than ever. All 
that he intended, was only that I ſhould 
ſce her; either to divert himſelf at my ſur- 
prize, or to give me a better opinion, by 
reconciling me to her. I could not help 
having a private reſentment of this uſage; 
and to revenge my {elf on the duke, I took 
a reſolution, once more, to be his rival. 
There indeed my paſſion prov'd ſtronger 
than my honour, which would have led 
me rather to abhor than court ſo perfidi- 
ous a woman. 

Never was there a reſolution fo impru- 
dent, or ſo ſhametul ; tor in ſhort it was 
a ſcandal to me to make love again to a 
perſon ſo worthy of contempt, and it was 
ridiculous to think of depriving the duke 
de Gniſe of a miſtreſs, who had left her na- 
tive country, and was come as far as Hin 
ſolely on h.s account. 


But 
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But I ventur'd through all, and before I 
left her, whiſper'd in her ear, that I a- 
dor'd her more than ever, and was a dead 
man if ſhe did not anſwer my love. She 
ſqueez'd my hand at theſe words, which 
gave me hopes I labour'd not in yain, 
The very next day ſhe ſent for me, and 
her beauty and converſation made me feel, 
in carneſt, a flame I deſign d but to pre- 
tend. 

She at firſt begg'd my pardon for what 
had paſs'd at Naples, alledging for excuſe, 
the tear ſhe was under of rendring her ſelf 
ſuſpected, had ſhe taken the part of a 
Frenehman. She ſaid ſo many things, and 
accompanied them with ſo many tears, 
that tho' her excuſes were very weak, I 
receiv'd them as tho' they had been the 
beſt in the world, and promis'd her never 
more to think of what was paſt. The 
duke was the next theme we went upon, 
and ſhe made great complaints of him, 
telling me, that tho' ſhe had come ſo far 
from home for his ſake, and had made 
him very rich preſents, he card very little 
for her, and was in love with one of the 
king of Spain's miſtreſſes. 

It will eaſily be thought that I did not 
endeavour to clear him, but made uſe of 
kis falſhood as an argument to perſwade 
her to leave him. But ſhe told me, that 
ſhe would bear it a little longer ; and that 

| che 


E 
the duke's departure being ſo near, ſhe 
would not fall out with him now, but 
would manage him ſo, that I ſhould have 
no cauſe to be jealous. 

I ſuffer d my ſelf to be deceiv'd by all 
theſe things ſhe was pleas'd to tell me, and 
went away as much in love with her, as if 
ſhe had been a veſtal. Yet ſhe deceiv d 
me again, when ſhe pretended to be diſ- 
pleas d with the duke; and it will be ſeen 
now, if ſhe had room to be offended with 
him on account of his being the king's 
rival, 


I had already heard, that the king. of 
Spain was a very amorous prince, and no- 
thing was related to me ſo often at Ma- 
drid, as the ſeveral intrigues he had had. 
I was alſo inform'd, that it was generally 
{aid, that he kept a ſtrange lady, whom 
he us'd to meet at the count de ———; 
and that it was to the interceſſion of that 
ſtranger the duke de Gniſe owed his liber- 
ty. The duke himſcit had often men- 
tion'd her, in my hearing, but without na- 
ming her; but as the king had many mi- 
ſtreſles, I had not given my ſelf much 
trouble to find out this, 


The Frenchman, with whom I liv'd, 
who was a very inquiſitive buſy fellow, 
told me, he was acquainted at the houſe 
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where the king us'd to viſit his miſtreſs ; 
whether, if I pleas'd, he would carry me, 
to ſee his majeſty, as he was going to her, 
accepted of the propoſal, and we went 
rogether to the count's, and conceal'd our 
ſelves in a dark ftair-caſe, which over- 
look'd a paſſage, through which the king 
was us'd to come; whom preſently after 
we {aw in a civilian's habit, which ſo diſ- 
guis d him, that had I not been told be- 
torehand it was himſelf, I ſhould never 
have known him. He tarry'd there but 
halt an hour; and after he was retir'd, 
we were going down ſtairs, when a ſer- 
vant bid us make room; and looking up, 
I ſaw the lady, to whom my companion 
ſaid the viſit had been made. Her face 
was cover d with a veil; and paſſing by 
me, ſhe pull'd me by the fleeve, and told 
me in Talian, ſhe would gladly meet me in 
another place; and walk d by ſo faſt, that 
1 had not the leiſure to reply, but was 
left with all the aſtoniſhment, one may well 
judge, ſuch an adventure would occaſion. 

I did not doubt but ſhe was deſirous 
of having an intrigue with me; and I 
found my vanity highly pleas'd, to fee a 
lady belov'd by a king, had made me ſuch 
advances. My only care now, was to find 
out who ſhe was, and how I might ſpeak 
with her. 
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I thought no body could inform me 
better than the Neopolitan lady, who made 
me believe ſhe was her rival, and there- 
fore waited on her, and talking of the 
king's amours, I ask'd her, which of the 
king's miſtreſſes it was the duke de Guiſe 
had an inclination for? ſhe ſmil'd at my 
queſtion, and deſir d to know why I ask'd 
it? I reply d, it was only out of curioſity : 
upon which ſhe often renew'd her enquiry 3 
and having ſtill return'd rhe ſame anſwer, 
come, ſaid ſhe, you do not deal ingenuouſly 
with me, I am better acquainted with your 
thoughts than you imagine; the lady, whole 


acquaintance you ſo much long for, is the. 


beſt friend I have; I know that ſhe loves, 
and has ſpoken to you ; but if you are 
wile, you will let her alone; and I dare 
hope, that as things ſtand between us, 
you will not prove falſe to me. 

I at firſt was for denying ſhe had ever 
ſpoke to me; but hearing her repeat the 
very words, I confeſs'd the truth, promi- 
ſing I would make no ſearch. to diſcover 
_ the lady was, nor endeavour to ſee 

er. 

The duke de Guiſe alſo told me of it, ſeem- 
ing as well inform'd as his miſtreſs, and 
advisd me, to improve the opportunity, 
aſſuring me, that he would not traverſe 
my deſigns; but ſince he mult ſhortly leave 
Spain, would freely reſign her. I had, in- 
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deed, but too great an inclination to fol- 
low the duke's counſel ; but fearing to 
diſcover it to my rival, I kem'd to believe 
he rally'd, and did not expreſs any deſire 
of knowing her, fearing he would have 
told the Neopolitan lady of it, whole ta- 
vour I was not willing to loſe. So I re- 
main'd in my ignorance ; and by the chi- 
mera's I fram'd to my ſelf of my fair un- 

known, was depriv d of the ſweets I might 
have enjoy d with my known miſireſs, 
whole Charms I thought much interior to 
hers. 

I never well knew, till then, how fan- 
taſtical a paſſion love is; for tho' I had 
never ſeen this woman, and had only 
form'd to my ſelf an aerial reprefentation 
of her, I was nevertheleſs more taken up 
with her, than ever I had been with any 
miſtreſs. It even ſeem'd to me, that my 
paſſion was ſo much the more violent, as 
I had a leſs clear idea of the object which 
caus'd it. Whereas,in loving a woman whom 
one has ſeen, the love ſquares it ſelf ac- 
cording to the image which one preſerves 
of her, 'twas here directly the reverſe : I 
form'd the image of my miſtreſs according 
to the love I had for her, and that made 
me believe her much more charming than 
if I had ſeen her. 


My 
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My own experince convinc'd me then, 
that your knight-errants running up and 
down the world after inviſible ladies, is 
not the moſt unlikely part of romances, 
ſince I my {elf little differ d from thoſe 
fabulous heroes, being wholly taken up 
with a lady whoſe charms I was wholly 
a ſt ranger to. 


This adventure was even carried on in 


a manner to renew in my perſon all that 
is ſurprizing in romances, for I receiv'd 
letters from the lady, which were very 
tender and very paſſionate, wherein ſhe 
promis d I ſhould not continue long in my 
ignorance and trouble, provided I ſhould 
continue faithful to her, and never menti- 
on the advances ſhe had made me. 

It was very difficult for me to obey 
her, for whenever I had receiv'd a bilet- 


deux, my miſtreſs told me of it, and 


ſeem'd not to be ignorant of the contents. 
I remain'd a quarter of a year in this un- 
certainty, when at laſt a note was deli- 
ver d to me, to let me know that the la- 
dy now deſign'd to diſcloſe her ſelf, and 
that ſhe would be that day at the Neapo- 
litan lady's. 
Tho' I was heartily vex'd at her chufſig 
that houſe for our interview, = I had 
ſo great a deſire to know my miſtreſs, that 
regardleſs of all difficulties, I fail'd not 


being there at the time appointed. Then 
| | I found 
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I found that the Neapolitan and the king's 
miſtreſs, who had ſpoke to me and wrote 
to me, were the ſame perſon. 

I then learnt that this lady having left 
Naples, to follow the duke de Guiſe into 
Spain, no ſooner appeard at court, but 
the king fell in love with her: the duke de 
Guiſe, who was not over-nice in this point, 
had promoted their amour; and the ſer- 
vice he had done his majeſty therein, was 
recompens d with his liberty: and he con- 
tinu'd to be the king's rival, without either 
that prince ſuſpecting it, or being in the 
leaſt jealous. 

I was aſham' d to own my ſelf deceiv'd ; 
but pretended I had diſcover'd the deſign 
long ago, and only conniv'd at it, to ſee 
how far they would carry on the jeſt, 
But tho' the lady had believ'd me, the 
increaſe of my fondneſs would have un- 
deceiv'd her; tor I was more paſſionately 
fond of her than ever; whereas I had neg- 
lected her whilſt I was taken up with the 
lady, who had ſpoke to me at the count's. 

It is true that this woman appear'd to 
me to have new charms, when I repreſen- 
ted to my ſelf that it was ſhe of whom 
had form'd to my ſelf ſo charming an 
idea. It ſeems that to her own beauty I 
had added all the allurements I before a- 
{crib'd to the inviſible lady; and this ſhews 
that love is always indebted to imm, 
an 
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and that it is never more violent than 
when ſtir'd up by agreable images; and 
at the ſame time it ſhould convince us of 
the weakneſs and fallacy of the heart, 
which in this paſſion is moſt govern'd by 


fancy. 
Be this as it will, I began to adore my 


Neapolitan afreſh, as if I had never courted | 


her before; and the duke de Guiſe's ſudden 
departure deliver'd me from a dangerous 
rival. I was ſurpriz' d at the indifferency 
with which they parted; and I perceiv'd 
the duke and his miſtreſs were pretty near 
of the ſame character. The joy of retur- 
ning to his native country drowned the 
grief he ſhould have felt at leaving a wo- 
man, who had given him ſuch demon- 
ſtrations of her love; and ſhe, on the 
other hand, was but little concern d at 
his departure, having the glory of being 
the king's miſtreſs, and the convenience 
in me of a lover fit to ſupply the duke's 
place. But what I moſt wonder'd art, 
was to ſee how unconcernedly they talk'd 
of this ſeparation ; for the duke plainly 
told her, that being oblig'd to quit her, 
he could not yield up his pretences to a 
more worthy perſon than my ſelt, who had 
beſides an unqueſtionable title to her af- 
fection from what I had ſufter'd for her 


ſake, which ſhe heard with a temper I ne- 


ver thought parting lovers could have been 
maſters 
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maſters of. Happy is he who is of ſuch 
a diſpoſition ; how often have I had rea- 
ſon to wiſh my ſelf ſuch an one, for all 
my misfortunes have proceeded from my 
loving with too much conſtancy and ten- 
dernels. I was born for another age than 
this, and ſhould have been more happy 
and more wiſe in thoſe times, when in 
love there was more truth and leſs arti- 
ice. 
The Neapolitan appear'd to me ſo entirely 
a new miltreſs, that I forgot even her na- 
ture, and ſet my ſelf to make love to her 
as if all that happen'd to me at Naples 
had been a dream. When I examine into 
the cauſe of this 1 I can 
attribute it ro nothing but my vanity, 


for 1 conteſs that I was pleas d by the man- 


ner of that lady's reconciling her ſelf to 
me. If I had judg'd rightly of it, 1 
ſhould hare attributed this reconciliation 
only to the ſame fickleneſs which formet- 
ly causd her to leave me; but it was 
ordain'd that I ſhould be blind and al- 
ways this woman's bubble. 

Another cauſe of my inconſiderateneſs 
was my having no manner of employ- 
ment at Madrid, and the difficulty of ſee- 
ing other women. I wanted buſineſs, yet 


fear'd to bring my ſelf into trouble. 


Theſe things engagd, me to the perſon I 
am ſpeaking of, and I could nor _ 
made 
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made choice of one leſs proper for pro- 
curing me the repoſe I expected. It is 
true, ſhe knew how to employ my leiſure, 
but it was only by the troubles ſhe 
brought me into. 


The duke de Guiſe was - ſcarce gone, 
when ſhe began to grieve for his abſence, 
While this humour laſted, I never had a 


good word from her; for ſhe accus'd me 


as the cauſe of his going, and of her con- 
ſenting to it. 

When I ſaw this, I began to be angry 
too; and made the intrigue ſhe had with 
the king, a pretext to my diſpleaſure, ſay- 
ing, I would have all her heart, or none, 
So we were continually quarrelling for 
three weeks together ; atter which ſhe be- 
came more complaiſant, and gave over 
ſpeaking of the abſent duke, as I alſo did 
teazing her about the king, and we were 
good friends. 

But this peace laſted not long, for viſi- 
ting her one evening, I found her in a 
great fury, and having enquir'd into the 
reaſon, ſhe expreſs d a great jealouſy of 
one of her rivals; for, as I ſaid before, the 
king of Spain had many miſtreſſes beſides 


her. 
was the more ſurpriz d to ſee her in 
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found her very eaſy in relation to the o- 
ther women the king lovd. | 

I ask'd her, what new accident had hap» 
pen'd ? ſhe told me, ſhe had no freſh rea- 
ſon to hate her; but that, upon ſeveral 
conſiderations, ſhe had concluded it was 
a ſhame to her to have but a ſhare in the 
king's favour. 

Tho this ſcruple came, methoughts, a 
little too late, I would not let flip ſo fair an 
opportunity of perſwading her not to have 
any rarther intrigue with the king. I re- 
preſented to her, that ſhe was rich e- 
nough, and ſo not obliged to be complai- 
{ant to a prince ihe did not love, and who 
could only 'pleaſe her by the penſion he 
granted her. 

She did not reliſh this diſcourſe, but 
told me, that, on the contrary, ſhe would 
uſe her utmoſt endeavours to drive her ri- 
ral from a poſt which ſhe could ſuffer no 
body in but her ſelf; and was reſolv'd to 
be the ſole poſſeſſor of his heart. 

I farther repreſented to her, that it was 
impoſſible, ſeciug he was of ſo fickle a 
temper, that he each day added a new 
miſtreſs to the many old ones he had al- 
ready ; but was anſwer'd, that ſhe would 
not deſiſt, and that I muſt help her in it too, 
tor that no body could do it better than 


me, 
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-1 was willing to know how I could af- 


* fiſt her in ſupplanting her rival; ſhe told 


me, I muſt pretend ro be in love with her 
whom ſhe had moſt reaſon to. fear. The 
king, ſaith ſhe, will not fail of being jea- 
lous, as ſoon as he ſhall know that you 
make love to her. I will take care he ſhall 
be acquainted with it, and will manage 
matters ſo, that the king's anger ſhall fall 
only on my rival, 

- I told her ſhe was mad, to engage me 
in an affair which certainly would be more 
fatal to me, than the perſon ſhe had a 
mind to deſtroy. She reply d, in a paſſion, 
xt I would not do it, ſhe would inform 
the king of what intercourſe there was 


between us; and that as ſoon as ſhe ſhould 
mention one word of it to him, I ſhould 


be ruin'd. 
I look'd upon what ſhe ſaid to be ſo 


extravagant and ridiculous, that I ſcarce 


thought her to be in earneſt; but ſhe con- 
tinuing to inſiſt upon what ſhe had pro- 
pos d, 1 began plainly to perceive it was 
co ſerious à matter. 

I was extreamly perplex'd, not knowing 
which to do; but at laſt I choſe to com- 
ply with her, thinking that would be the 
-Tateſt, becauſe ir requir d more time, du- 
ring which her mind might alter; where- 
as by denial, I expos d my ſelf to ſudden 


ruin. 
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I told her then, that I deſir'd ſhe would 
let me know how I ſhould proceed to- 
wards making love to this perlon. She 
ſaid, that would not be difficult, for ſhe 
would bring us acquainted ; that tho ſhe” 
was her rival, and that ſhe had a mind to 
ruin her, yet ſhe behav'd as if ſhe was one 
of her friends, and frequently viſited 
her. 
We then agreed, that ſhe ſhould invite 
that lady to her houſe, and I ſhould meet 
her there. The matter was executed as 
we had projected, except, that I did not 
pretend to be in love, becauſe I ſoon was 
lo in carneſt. 


This perfon was of Catabnia, about 
cighteen or twenty years of age, whom 1 
ſhall call Elinora. She was of the ſweet- 
elt temper, and the leaſt ſubtle in the 
world ; ſhe was not of quality, but was 
brought to Madiid at the time of the re- 
volt of the Catalaus agaiuſt Spain, by the 
wiſe of the governor, who was murder d 
at that famous revolution. This lady 
brought her to court; and the king was 
paſſionately i in love with her, without being 
able to obtain any favour, This prince only 
knew her to be chaſt ; for every body elſe 
thought nothing could be retus'd a mo- 
narch, 

R 2 Being 
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Being the moſt beautiful of the king's 
miſtreſſes, ſhe was therefore the chief ob- 
ject of the Neapolitan lady's jealouſy : and 
one day, as ſhe reproach'd the king with | 
his kindneſs for Elionora, he confeſs'd to pl 
her, that he never could obtain the leaſt lad 
: favour from her; and that he began to be ou 
tir d with fruitleſs endeavours. dr. 
This it was that put her ſo out of hu- | 
mour; and fearing her modeſty might gain ſon 
her his reſpe&, ſhe reſolv'd to ruin her, by ted 
making him believe, that ſhe was chaſt on- an) 
-ly to him. For that is the natural diſpo- the 
Aition of women, who have ſomething in eve 
their own conduct which is exceptionable; to « 
they hate and diſcredit thoſe whoſe exam- mak 
ple condemns them. I knew not, that it 7 
was for this reaſon my Neopolitan was for love 
having me appear to be in love with her, ſaw 
and. did not learn it till a long time after- wiſh 
Wards. muſt 
I was charm'd with her beauty, at the Was 
firſt fight, and being weary of my mi- belor 
ſtreſs's inſupportable humours, my heart = 
readily embrac'd a change. marry 
Elionora appear d to me one worthy of She 
my love, and as it had been agreed by us, defir” 
that I ſhould declare my ſelf her lover, I with 
readily made her that declaration. She more 
anſwer'd me in general terms; and at laſt = 


aſſur d 


ſaid, i 
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aſſur'd me, if the paſſion I ſhew d was ſin 
cere, ſhe would not give me any cauſe to- 
repent it. 

We appointed a meeting in the ſame 
place the next day, when the Neapolitan 
lady, whole intereſt it was to promote 
our amour, made {ome excuſe and with-- 
drew. | 

Elionora, ſeeing we were alone, unbo- 
ſom'd her ſelf to me; and having prote{- 
ted, that ſhe never had granted the king- 
any favour, aſſur d me, ſhe would obſerve. 
the ſame conduct with every man what 
ever; and would never engage her ſelf but 
to one, who ſhould value her enough to- 
make her his wife. 

Theſe ſentiments did. but increaſe the 
love I had for her from the firſt time I 
ſaw her; and I anſwer d, that I could 
wiſh my ſelf worthy that honour ; but 
muſt own to her, my eſtate in France 
was but ſmall, and what J had in Poland 
belong'd to my children; and, in a word, 
it would be to deceive her to- promiſe to 
marry her. | 

She reply'd, riches was not what ſhe 
defir'd ; and that ſhe could be content 
with neceſſaries. I told her, ſhe muſt have 
more aſpiring thoughts; and that all I 
could do for her ſervice, was to adviſe 
her to match her ſelf to advantage. She 
laid, it was only with that deſign ſhe had 
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bee 
entertain'd the king's addreſſes, tho' ſhe 
knew her reputation ſufter'd by it; but 
being friendleſs, and being not conſcious 


of any guilt ſhe had committed, ſhe hop'd 


heaven would not forſake her. 

This made me call my Carmelite to 

mind, and I found their ſentiments ſo con- 

formable, that I wept at the ſad remem- 

brance of that unfortunate amour. 
Elionora was ſurpriz'd to ſee me weep ; 


and having ask'd the reaſon, I told her, it 


was a conſequence of the eſteem I had 
for her; and the deipair I was in, at not 
being able to aniwer, as I could wiſh, to 
ſentiments ſo noble and ſo virtuous as 
hers. | 

This reply pleas'd her, and I ſoon per- 
ceiv'd ſhe had a greater eſteem for, and 
confidence in me. She told me, that ſince 
I was willing to counſel her, ſhe would 
accept my otter, provided I would adviſe 
her how ſhe ſhould obtain of the king of 
Spain, that he would make her rich enough 
to eſpouſe me, without being a charge to 
me; for, ſaid ſhe, I muſt confeſs I fancy 
you more than any -man I know ; I have 
a great deſire to live in Fraxce, and with 
for no greater ſatisfaction than to ſpend 
my life there with you, 


How 
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How pleas d ſoever I was with theſe 
words, I continu'd to tell her, I ſaw little 


likelihood of our being marryd ; which 
I repeated ſo often, that ſhe was off:nded 


at it. Do not think, ſaid ſhe, my being 
ſo willing to have you proceeds from 2a 
want of lovers ; I might find enough who 
would not deny me, and one, among the 
reſt, whoſe quality would dazle the eyes 


of any one but my ſelf. Then ſhe inform d 


me, that the eldeſt ſon to the duke de 
laid cloſe ſiege to her, and, had ſhe con- 
{ented, would have ſtole her, but that ſhe 
had till refus d it. 

By the concern I was in at hearing chis, 
ound J had but too great an irclination 
tor her; however, ſeeing that I could not 
marry her, I was ſo far maiter of my ſelf, 
as to tell her, that ſuch an offer was not 
to be flighted, and that I would uſe my 
endeavours to promote the match. 

There, I think, this vitit and converſa- 
tion ended; and the Neapolitan lady having 
ask d me, how matters went? I reply'ds 
there was nothing to be done with her. 
This increas'd her rage, and confirm d her 
in the reſolution ſhe had taken to undo 
her; to which end ſhe went, and told the 
king, that maid, who was ſo proud to 
him, could ſtoop to other people; and that 


K 4 


—— — ” w— — —— 106 * - 


* + * a 4 A 4 q 1 — _ p . » WM": 4. 
. ACIERSS SS Err ci > > ENT cl — . —· w- EDITS 


200 
I boaſted of ſome favours I had obtain d 


from her. 
The king, who had a real eſteem for Eli- 


oexora, inform'd her of what he had heard 


and ſhe believing I had done her that inju- 
ry, vow'd it was all falſe, and begg'd his 
majeſty to avenge her. | 

Not thinking ſhe had done enough, ſhe 
excited the lover, ſhe had told me of, a- 
gainſt me ; who promis'd he would make 
me recant, or would cut my tongue out. 
I, in the mean while, did not in the leaſt 
ſuſpe& my danger, and was fill'd with love 
and admiration for a lady, who was then 
contriving my ruin. N 

One night, as I was returning home- 
wards, I was ſet upon by ſix men, who 
having ſtruck up my heels, and thereby 
prevented my drawing my ſword and de- 
fending my ſelf, bound me, and carry'd 
me into a houſe ; where the firſt perſon I 
ſaw was Elionora. 

She coming to me, in an unexpreſſible 
Tage, bid me repair her honour, or expect 
to be hewn in a thouſand pieces. Upon 
that, in came the duke de —— —*s ſon, 


with a dagger in his hand, who ſeem'd 


unwilling to hear me ſpeak, and deſirous 
to have me diſpatch d immediately. 
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All I could do in the danger I was in; 
was to caſt a languiſhing eye upon Eliono- 
ra to implote her aſſiſtance; for I had not 
ſtrength enough to utter a word. I know 
not whether my looks mov'd her compaſ- 
ſion, but holding my adverſary's arm, 
ſpeak then, wretch, {aid ſhe, how have F 
deſerv'd thoſe malicious aſperſions you. 
have caſt on me? 

This brought me to my ſelf again, and 
judging ſome body muſt have miſrepreſen- 
ted me to her, I began not to be ſo much 
afraid; bur looking tenderly on her, ſaid, . 
who I, madam! that I ſhould have in- 
jur'd your reputation! you cannot be- 
licve it; all the crime I am conſcious of, is 
of having, perhaps, too great an eſteem 
for you, and having taken too much plea- 
_ in publiſhing the praiſes you de- 

erve. 

I ſpoke theſe words with ſuch an honeſt 
aſſurance, as inclin'd Elionora to believe 
me: but I forgot I was in his preſence 
who defign'd to marry her; and I continu'd 
my diſcourſe with ſo much paſſion, that 
by clearing my ſelf in the lady's opinion, 
I grew guilty in that of her lover. He 
concluded, rightly, that I muſt needs be in 
love with her, to ſpeak to her as I did ; and 
therefore he would ſtill be interrupting me, 


ſaying, I mult die. 
5 K 5 She 
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She anſwer'd, it was fit I ſhould be 
heard; and acquainted me with what the 
Neapolitan lady had told the king: and I 
vow'd to her, that it was an 1nvention of 
her own, occaſion d by her malice and jea- 
louſy. This undeceiv d her quite, and 
being ask d by her, whether I would main- 
tain what I ſaid before the king? I re- 
plyd, I would ſtand to my words, not 
only in his majeſty's preſence, but before 
all the world; and could nor help accom- 
panying my proteſtations with tender and 
paſſionate expreſſions, frequently ſaying, 
that I ador'd her, that I lov'd no one be- 
ſides ber; that I defir'd her to take my lite, 
if my death would be agreable to her. 

All this confirm d her lover's ſuſpicion, 
who looking ſpigiitfully on her, what then, 
madam, ſaid he, do you ſaffer your ſelf to 


be talk'd to at this rate; or have you 


{ent for this man hither, Fil to let me 
know that he is my happy rival ? why, re- 
ply d ſhe, do you not lee he is belides him- 
ſelf; that the tear of death hath turn'd his 
brain, and that he ſpeaks to me with ſo 
much paſſion, oaly to obtain the lite K 


fears to loſe. 
Far from geeing, by what ſhe aid, © 


I had made a very in DIradent lep in ſhew- 


ing my iov- in p cleice of a rival, Who 
had it in us pobçer to take away my 
life, and who had all this while held his 
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poinard to my throat, I reflected only on 
the affront given me, in ſaying, I was a- 
fraid of death; no, no, anſwer'd I, I am 
not afraid of dying; I know what I ſay, 
and were J unbound, addreſſing my ſelf to 
my rival, we ſhould ſoon ſee which of us 
had the better heart. 

At theſe words the coward: came up a- 
gain to have ſtabb'd me, and would cery 
tainly have done it, had not the generous 
Elionora ſtopp'd him, and plac'd her ſelf 
between us. The Spaniard, ſecing ſhe took 
my part, went away threatning her, and 
carty'd;away thoſe who had ſeiʒ d me. She 
did what fhe could to call him back, but 
in vain, and ſo we were left alone. Thea 
ſhe unty'd me, and blam'd me very much 
tor having declard my love in ſo unfit a 
ſeaſon. | ris 

I comforted her as well as I could, and 
defir'd her to excuſe my error, ſince the 
vexation I was in, to think ſhe ſhould have 
thought me guilty of ſo great a baſeneſs, 
had quite diſtracted me. I promis d her I 
would let the king know the whole truth, 
and wauld revenge her quarrel with the 


Neapolitan lady. But ſhe ſaid, we muſk 
4 let that alone tor the preſent, and only 
think cf means to perſwade my rival, that 


all which I had ſaid, was occaſion'd only 
by wy being but little matter of my ſelf 
| in 


. 
in the danger with which I ſaw my ſelf 
threatned. | 

I aſſfur'd her I would obey every thing 

. ſhe ſhould command for that purpoſe; the 

9 firſt of which, ſhe told me, ſhould be, not 

1 to ſee her any more. It was indeed the 

hardeſt ſhe could have laid upon me ; yet 
14 I ſubmitted to it, promiſing to obſerve her 
11 orders, tho with the forfeit of my life. 

In the mean while, the duke de ———'s 
ſon had quitted her in ſuch a paſſion, be- 
cauſe ſhe had not ſuffer'd him to ſtab me, 
that he gave out, he had undeniable proofs 
that what I had faid was true. The 
king came to hear of it, and this having 
confirm'd my Neapolitan miſtreſs's flander, 
he eaſily believ'd her guilty. So ſhe was 
every where defam'd, and I became the 
innocent cauſe of the wrong ſhe ſuffer'd. 
I was ſore afflicted at it; and tho' I had 
promis d never to ſee her more, yet I made 
ſeveral vain attempts to do it, deſigning, 
it J could, to have offer d my fervice to 
her, in vindicating her honour, or taking 
vengeance of her enemies, | 

The king being fully perſwaded I had 
enjoy'd her, thought, at length, ſhe might 
have the ſame complaiſance for him, he 
redoubled his applications to her ; ſo that 
it was thought he had forgot his other mi- 


ſtreſles. 
Thus 


r 
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Thus it is that a vicious love is in- 
creas'd by that which would extinguiſh an 
honourable flame. Whether his majeſty 
prevail d, or not, I cannot tell; but ſhe 
was marry'd a fortnight or three weeks 
after to a Spaniſh lord: and the wedding 
was fcarce over, when the king gave him 
the government of M-——, ordering him 
to his poſt, while his lady remain d at 
couit. 
I had then broke off with my Neapolitan 
miſtreſs, and vow d never to ſee her more, 
after the danger ſhe had exposd me to; 
bur ſhe us'd ſuch means to entice me back 
again, that I once more yielded to the 
{ame reaſons, which tormerly reconcil'd 


me to her, I mean, the leiſure I found F 


had, and the difficulty of ſeeing other wo- 


men; ſo I began to renew my old acquain- 


tance with her. 

The king having of late been very cold 
to ber, ſhe told me, ſhe was reſolv'd to 
refuſe his penſion, and return to Naples. 
The firſt of theſe I confirm'd her in, but 
diſſuaded her from the laſt ; for I could nor 
quit Madrid, and fear'd, that ſhe being 
gone, I ſhould want an amuſement, and 
it was impoſſible for me to live without an 
amour; ſo great is a man's misfortune 
who has contracted theſe ill habits, ns 
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I would adviſe every one to avoid, who 
has any reſpect for his eaſe and quiet. 
She yielded to ſtay at Madrid, but I 
ſoon repented my being the occaſion of it; 
for ſhe renew d her jealouſies againſt Elio 
nora, and told me, I muſt lend a helping 
hand to her undoing. It was in vain that 
I repreſented to her, how odious and un- 
juſt ber deſign was. The more I would 
rſwade her, the more obilinate ſhe gtew; 
ſo we fell out again, for I would never 

comply with her deſires. 


Seeing I. had left her, ſhe found means 
to charm the young lord, who would have 
kill'd me. His love to his tormer miſtreſs 
turn'd ro- an implacable: hatred, upon het 
preventing his murthering me, which was 
improv'd by her being mairy'd, and the 
complacenſy ſhe had for tac king; all which 
rendred him the fittett pe ſon in the world, 
to promote the Newpolitan lady's de- 
ſigns. 

Being both of a mean ſpirit, and cruel 
temper, they reſu.v's 1 no eſs than ſtab- 
bing her. I was m ot this by one 
of her ſervants, www haut been the con- 
fidert ef ont Former amore, had ſtiſl re- 
taip'd a Kindmte for 2 th and us'd to in- 
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Being acquainted by him of the meas 
ſures they took for the executing their de- 
teſtable deſign, I thought it my duty to 
oppoſe it; firſt, becauſe I ſtood indebted 
for my life to her; then, on the account 
of the eſteem I {till retain'd for that ge- 
nerous lady: and beſides, I was of my 
ſelf enough a gentleman, to have hazarded 
my perſon for the prevention of an ill de- 
ſign, had I been led to it by neither of the 
foremention'd motives. PEO 


The firſt thing I did in order to it, was 
to acquaint Elionora with the plot, and to 
counſel her to give the king immediate 
notice. She did; but having own'd- to 
his majeſty whence ſhe had it, he fincy'd 
I continu'd viſiting her; and this jealouſy 
made him believe I had done it only to 
make her value me more, and therefore 
gave no pe: heed to the advice. How- 
ever, he ſpoke of it to the duke de 


who having told his ſon, I had diſcover'd 


his conſpiracy, that young lord aſſur' d 
him, it was a groundleſs imagination, ad- 
ding, he hop'd he had not fo ill an opini- 
on of him, as to thirk he could be guilry 
of ſo baſe an action, as munrettertin® a/ wo- 
man, | 


* 


My zeal had no other #8, than 20 
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I had given the advice, and to thoſe who 
had laid the horrible deſign, which J pur- 
pos d to defeat; the one, believing me 
guilty of ſlander; and the others reſol- 
ving, through my death, to make a way 
to that of Elionora's. 

It was ſoon after ſhe ſent me a meſſenger 
to bid me take care of my ſelf, for that his 
majeſty had given orders to have me appre- 
hended ; but 1 conceal'd my ſelf ſo well, 
that I avoided both thoſe who were com- 
manded to ſeize me, and thoſe who 
watched to take away my life. 

Any one but my felt would have made 
his eſcape; but being perſwaded I was 
the only perſon that could prevent the in- 
tended aſſaſſination, the deſire of preſer- 
ving a lady I lov'd prevaild more with 
me than the care of my own ſafety. I 
remain'd at Madrid, having caus'd a re- 
port that I was fled ; ſo the duke de ——'s 
ſon, and his miſtreſs, ſeeing no body ſtood 
in their way, reſolvd afreſh on the execu- 
tion of their project, 

It will, perhaps, be wondred at, that 
they ſhould be ſo ſtrongly bent on it, 
fince the advices I had given muſt needs 
have diſcover'd them to be the authors, 


had it ſucceeded; but their paſſion ſo _ 


blinded them, that they did not foreſee 
their danger. 
In 
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Tn the mean while, I was very much 
embaraſs d ro find means to avert the fa- 
tal blow: having no longer the liberty of 
appearing, nor acting, and not being able 
to get any further intelligence from the 
domeſtick, who gave the former advice ; I 


thought at laſt of diſguiſing my ſelf like 


an Algerine-flave, and putting on a falſe 


beard, which, with my cloaths, ſo alter d 


my countenance, that I ſcarce knew my 
ſelf again. In that dreſs I went to Elio- 
nora, and told her, I could not abandon 
her in the peril ſhe was in; that I deſfir'd 
her never to go abroad without good 
company, and to conceal me in her houſe, 
for I knew her life was aim'd at, and I 
was reſolvd either to ſave her, or die in 
the attempt. 


She did not doubt but her danger was 
real, and pretended her ſelf ill, to have a 
pretext tor ſtaying at home ; ſhe alſo told 
her ſervants, that I was a ſlave, who had 
brought her a meſſage from her husband: 
and before a week was over, ſhe felt the 
good effect of her precaution. 


Some arm'd men, in the evening, aſ- 
ſaulted her ſervants, and purſu'd them in- 
to the very houſe, and having kill'd ſome 
of them, they became maſters of the — 

an 
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and ſoon after were ſo of all the rooms. 
The firſt thing they did, was to come up 
to the chamber where the lay; and I a- 
lone oppos d their violence, which I did 
with ſo much vigour, that the reſt of the 


family, animated thereby, ſeconded mes 


and after a ſharp diſpute, in which two 
of the villaiis were kill'd, the reſt run a- 
way. We made after them into the ſtreet, 
where the firſt I met was the duke de — — 8 
ſon, who waited for his companions; 
being himſelf their leader in this honou- 
rable enterprize. At that ſight, I confeſs, 
I was no longer my own matter, but with 
one blow of my ſcymeter laid him down 
at my feet. 69% Dus » 

The watch hearing the noiſe, came im: 
mediately to us, and taking me, and one 
of the lady's ſervants, carry'd us to pri: 
ſon. We were preſently examin'd, and I 
had the good fortune not to be known. 
All the witneſſes jaſtify'd what I had done, 
and I was ſet at liberty, to the great at” 
fiction of the duke da — — —, who was 
deſirous to revenge his ſon's death; but 
he was aduis d not to make the ſtory pub- 
lick, which was ſo injurious to his ſons 
memory. I, that while, had the pleaſure 
to hear thoſe blam'd who had negle&ed 
my advice, and my ſelf pity'd, as baving 
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As for the Neapolitan lady, ſhe had diſap- 
pear'd as ſoon as ſhe heard her lover was 
kill'd ; and was, I ſuppoſe, return'd to 
Naples. Kt, Seng 72 

The Algerine-ſlave's bravery was be- 
come the town-talk ; and I was taken no 
more notice of, than if I had been in 
France, where every body thonght me to 
be, ſo well was I diſguis d. 

Elionora, who alone knew me, could 
not tell how to expreſs her gratitude : 
ſhe. forc'd me to accept of a golden cabi- 
net, wherein ſhe had put a great quan- 
tity of gold and jewels; and not con- 
tent therewith, ſhe ſaid, ſhe would ac- 
quaint the king with it, that he might 
recompence me according to my de- 
ſerts: but I bid her have a care what 
ſhe did, ſince that prince would certainly 
be extream jealous, ſhould he hear what 
I had done for her; and thus ſhe would 
ruin me, by endeavouring to do me ſer- 
vice. She took my advice, and hearing 
me talk of returning to France, ſhe con- 
jur'd me not to leave her, alledging, that 
the danger was over, and that I might 
now, without any hazard, leave oft my 
— and appear as I had done be- 
ore. 
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I comply'd with her, only deſiring ſhe 
would permit me. ſometimes to put it on, 
that I might with more ſafet c on 
her; to which ſhe readily conſented, my 
important ſervices having procur'd me her 
love, So I remain'd at Madrid under two 
different ſhapes, which expos d me to ſeve- 
ral new adventures. 


[ 273 J 


P AR T IV. 


Fr may have already appear d 


oY more than once, in read- 
ing the ingenuous recital , I 


here make, of the adventures of 
my life, that men frequently 
meet with as extraordinary accidents as 
the writers of romances have invented: 
but this has not as yet appear d ſo viſibly, 
as it will do in the ſequel of my hiſtory, 
elpecially in the accidents that befel me, 
while at Madrid J play'd the double part, 
of a gentleman, and an Algerine-{lave, 
The reader will, no doubr, be apt to take 
it all for an agreable fiction; but having 
promis'd to'give him a ſincere relation of 
all my amours, I muſt write as well thoſe 
which do exceed his belief, as thoſe which 
may ſeem more probable, and I muſt beg 
of him to give an equal faith to all. The 
adventures of my lite have been different, 
according to the age and times-in whicn 


they 
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they happen'd; and I believe this diffe- 
rence will be perceiv'd in reading theſe 
memoirs. N | 
Being reſolv'd, or rather forc'd, to re- 
main at Madrid, becauſe I had not yet 
acquitted my ſelf of the prince's com- 
miſſion,-I appear'd in publick as ſoon as 
the buſineſs about the duke de ——'s ſon 
was ended, and the perſuaſion every one 
was in, that an Algerine- ſlave had kill'd 
him, had freed me from all ſuſpicion. 
I vifited Don Lewis de Haro again, and 
had alſo audience of the king, and ac- 
uainted his majeſty I had been forc d to 
abſcond, to avoid the dangerous effects 
of his anger, at the advices I had formerly 
given, Ihe king made me a very good 
reception, and, out of a pretended kind- 
nels, counſel'd me not to have any thing 
to do with Elionora, whoſe acquaintance 
had involv'd me into ſo many misfor- 
tunes; beſides, continu'd he, the conver- 
ſation of that woman will ſoon or late 
prove fatal, her husband, tho' abſent, 
being extream jealous of her. I knew 
well enough whence proceeded the king's 
care of my ſafety; and as I was aſſur d 
of ſeeing, under the habit of the A/gerine 
ſlave, the perſon whoſe acquaintance he 
would have me avoid, I ſcrupl'd not to 
promiſe his majeſty that I would follow 


his advice, 
I ap- 
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J appear d all day in a Frexch habit, 


and ſometimes at night put on my Alge- 
ine dilguiſe when I would ſee Elionora. 
This laſted ſome time, but the king hear- 
ing of it, grew jealous, and told her, he 
wondred the ſlave ſhould tarry ſo long at 
Madrid, ſince his liberty had been the 
firſt reward he had receiv ccd. 
Ezlionora told the king, the occaſion ot 
his ſtay was a little traffick he made with 
the money her gratitude had induc'd her 
to giye him. The king- reſolv'd to be 
rid of his ſuppoſed rival, told her, he 
would ſend her two thouſand ducats more, 
to preſent him with, and that he deſir d 
her to ſend him away. The next time, I 
{aw her, ſhe gave me the two thouſand 
ducats and acquainting me with what 
the king had ſaid, begg'd me not to viſit 
her, nor put on my Algerine habit any 
more, which I promis'd, and ſhe made 
the king believe the {lave was gone. 
Indeed it was with no little ſorrow, that 
I (aw my ſelf wholly depriv'd of her con- 
verſation. She ſhar'd in my grief; howe- 
ver, ſince I ſtill remain d at Madrid, we 
were comforted with the hopes of ano- 
ther meeting: but ſhe made me ſwear, 
that as long as the king ſhould forbid it, 
I would not bring her into trouble, by 
endeavouring to {peak with her. 


Thus 


| 
| 
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Thus did 1 again relapſe into an idle- 


neſs which had been the occaſion of all my 


former engagements, but ſoon found freſh 


employment in a new amour. I had con- 


traced ſcme familiarity with a Saniard, 
whoſe quality I ſhall conceal, and call 
him Don Antonio Manrique, that theſe 


memoirs, meerly deſign'd for the publick 


good, may not give offence to any one. 


This man had a wife, whom the better 


likewife to conceal, I ſhall call Donna 
Tſabella. As Manrique was well pleas'd 
that I ſhould ſee his wife, I frequently 
convers'd with her, but never in private, 
her husband or ſervant being always pre- 
ſent. Among other things, ſhe talk'd much 
of the Alger ine ſlave, ſaying, the had ſeen 
him cnce, and that his air and preſence, 
as well as che glorious action he had done, 
ſhew d him to be no mean perſon. 

I imagin'd by this, that ſhe knew of 
my having been diſguis'd ; and. the bet- 
ter to clear my doubt, reply'd, I had 
been very intimate with him, while he 
was at Madrid. What then, ſaid ſhe, is 
he gone ? ſhe ſpoke theſe words with 
ſome concern, which ſtill ſuppoſing ſhe 
was not ignorant who he was, I took to 
be affected. I anſwer'd, he was gone» 
and would never be ſeen in Spam any 
more; at which ſhe felt a viſible grief, 
and told me, ſhe would gladly have ye 
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the: converſation of ſo extraordinary & 
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I knew not what to think of the ſor- 
row ſhe was in at the flave's departure; 
but having {till the ſame thoughts as be- 
fore, belicy'd ſhe had a mind to be better 
acquainted with me, and deſign'd, by that 
feint,” to inform me of her intentions. 

But I was miſtaken ; ſhe had not the 
leaſt ſuſpicion that I was the ſlave; it was 
him only ſhe was ſo earneſt for, as I ſoon 
after found. Taking my leave, I told her, 
that I was obligd to her on my friend's 
{core ; and if ſhe would appoint the time 
and place, where ſhe might be found a- 
lone, I would ſend him to her: ſhe pull'd 
me back, asking me whether he really was 
ſtill at Madrid. This action was ſo natu- 
ral, that I was now convinc'd ſhe had ta- 
ken a fancy to the ſlave, having no know- 
ledge that I was the perſon, who had ap- 
pear d under that diſguiſe. I was confir= 
med in theſe ſecond thoughts; when havin 
told her, that I knew where he liv'd, an 
would bring him to her when ſhe pleas'd ; 
ſhe anſwer d, I might ſpare my ſelf that 
trouble, by letting her know his lodging. 
| reply'd, he liv'd at a werchant's, whom 
I nam to her; to whom I preſently went, 
and pray d him, if any one came to en- 
quire for an Algerine, to anſwer, he was 

not 
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not at home, and bid them come again the 


next night, when he would certainly be 


within. | 


Two days after I viſited my merchant, 


who told me, no body had come as yet. 


This made me once more think, that ſhe 


meant to my {elf the paſſion ſhe expreſs d 
for the flave; and I waited on her, in 
hopes of a- fuller diſcovery. It fell out 
there was no body by ; and to make uſe 


of that opportunity, I took no notice of 


what ſhe had ſaid concerning the Algerine, 
but declar d my paſſion to her. She enter- 
rain'd my love with an inſupportable 
pride, aſſuring me, ſhe would acquaint her 
husband with my inſolence ; and that if 
ever I preſum'd to ſet my foot within her 
doors, I ſhould repent it. Then, without 
giving me the leiſure. to reply, ſhe roſe up, 
and puſh'd me out of the room, as tho I 
would have done her violence. 

Her husband entring in that very mo- 
ment, ſhe told him, that I would have de- 
bauch'd her; on which he ſwore, that 
were it not in reſpe& to the prince I ſerv'd, 
he would have my throat cut. I reply'd, 
my guilt was not ſo great as he imagin d; 
that what I had ſaid to his lady tended 
neither to force nor-ſeduce her, but was 
only ſuch compliments as were us'd in 
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France to be beſtow'd on all women; and 
as a proof that I meant honeſtly, I would 
never return to his houſe. Manrique ſeem d 
ſatisfy'd with theſe excuſes, and I rook 
my leave of him. 

I was inrag'd at his wife's behaviour, 
and reſolv'd to be more wary for the fu- 
ture, being in a country where love- 
intrigues are very perilous. Yet, me- 
thought, I was the more charm'd with her 
for it; I had fancy dher that day fairer 
than ſhe us'd to ſeem, and I found that 
love is increas'd by nothing ſo much as 

poſition. 

I ſaw but little likelihood of my getting 
into the good graces of a woman ho had 
thus us'd me, when the merchant, to 
whoſe houſe I gave direction to enquire for 
the {lave, came to give me notice, that a 
woman was come to {peak with the Alge- 
rine; and, according to my orders, he had 
deſir d her to call again the next evening 
could not doubt but 1ſabela had ſerit this 
mellage, and went the next day to the 
merchant's, where I remain'd under my 
diſguiſe, waiting for the meſſenger's re- 
turn: and accordingly a Duena came, and 
aſlur'd me, that if I pleas'd ſhe would 
carry me to a beautiful lady, ho had an 
carneſt deſire to ſee me. I anfwer'd; I 
would readily ſubmit to her directions; 
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you. Ah! ſaid ſhe, do you then aye 
1 
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| -and ſhe, without replying, beckon'd'to-me me. 
| that I ſhould follow her. I did, and ha- had 
1 ving gone through many by-alleys, we was 
(| ſtopp d under a low balcony, out of which, wer 

14 after the Duena had cough'd once or twice, ſee 
1 a rope-ladder was thrown down; I was haſt 
1 bid to get up, and obey'd haſtily, being mire 
| ſpurrd on by the impatience I had to was 
1 know if it really was 1ſabel/a. is tl 
1 I enter'd into the room, and by the me 1 
means of a dim light, knew her to be the kno\ 
þ ſame. She told me, that tho ſhe had ne- char 
ver ſeen me but once, as I paſs d along the tur'd 
1 ſtreet, ſhe had been extreamly taken with foun, 

| my good mien, and that the heroick action her, 
1 I had done perſwaded her, ſhe might en- Was 
truſt me with her reputation. I could ſhou 
. ſcarce be perſwaded but ſhe knew me; cruel 
yet to be further ſatisfy d, I ſpoke in a run f 
1 teign'd voice, as I had always done while you i 
; I wore that habit: I reply'd, how much miſtr 
| oblig'd ſoever I was to her, for the good woult 
! opinion ſhe had of me, yet I could not ſon 1 
q but let her know that I had been acquain- {wer', 
. ted how ſhe had dealt with one of my and t 
1 friends, naming my own name, whom ſhe had 1 
2 had cruelly injur'd, tho he was guilty of and h 
| nothing but an inclination to love her. had b 
1 What then, anſwer d ſhe, did he tell you and g 
F of it? yes, madam, reply d I, and that her v1 
3 has ſomething abated the eſteem I had for her h 
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me? I. told her, I did ; and that my friend 
had ſhew'd her to me one day as ſhe 
was coming out of church, And where 
were you then, cry'd ſhe, that I did not 
ſee you? I reply'd, ſhe went by in ſuch 
haſte, that ſhe took no notice of her ad- 
mirers. But continu'd ſhe, I was told you 
was gone. It is true, anſwer'd I, that it 
is thought ſo, ſome reaſons having oblig'd 
me to abſcond, but through the defire of 
knowing the woman I had fo ſtrange a 

character of from my friend, I now ven- 

rur'd abroad. She ask'd me, if 1 had 

found her ſo deſpicable a perſon. I aſſur'd 

her, I had done juſtice to her beauty, and 

was very ſorry that ſo handſom a lady 
| ſhould be ſo cruel. Accuſe me not of 
cruelty, ſaid ſhe, you ſee what hazards I. 
run for your ſake, and I were undone, did 
yon inform your friend of all this, Never 
miſtruſt me, madam, reply'd I; but if you- 
1 would oblige me, let me know what rea- 
t ſon you had to uſe him fo ill. She an- 
- ſwer'd, I was my ſelf the occaſion of it, 
y and that ever ſince ſhe had ſeen. me, ſhe- 
e 
f 


had taken an averſion for all other men, 

and having no inclination for my friend, 

had been glad, at once, to get rid of him, 

u and give her husband a good opinion of 
t her virtue. I enquird into the cauſe of 
her hatred to him; and ſhe reply'd, ſhe - 
could not fancy him 3 that there was no 
1 reaſon- 
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reaſoning upon inclination, but ſhe hated 
him as much as ſhe lov'd me. 

This diſcourſe indeed ſurpriz'd me, to 
ſee that the ſame woman, who tound me 
ſo unworthy of her eſteem, while I was 
habited like a gentleman, ſhould have ſuch 
a fondneſs for me, under the naſty garb 
of a deſpicable flave. But our paſſions are 
wholly unaccountable, eſpecially thoſe of 
women. My diſpleaſure was ſo great to 
hear my felt thus deſpisd, that I was 
tempted to diſcover who I was; and tho 
I forbore it ar the preſent, I could not 
keep from contradicting her bad opinion of 
me, being as jealous of the ſlave's happi- 
neſs, as it it had not been my ſelt. 

This vanity hind red me from anſwering 
Tabellas paſſion as I ſhould have done, and 


ſhe ſoon perceivd that my chiefeſt care was 


to give her better thoughts of my friend. 
She was {ſo diſſatisfy'd at it, that ſhe told 
me, I did not deſerve the honour ſhe did 
me, ſince my zeal was greater for my friend 
than for her. I perceivd my error, and 
endeavour d to repair my fault; but ſhe 
ſaid, ſhe dar'd not truſt me; and if I de- 
ſir'd to regain her favour, I muſt conceal 
this adventure from my friend, and not 
once name him in her preſence. I promis'd 
J would obey her, and ſhe ſaid, we muſt 
put oft our farther converſation to another 


time, and that I ſhould hear from her the 
next 
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next day. It was very unwillingly that E 
parted; but being forc'd to comply, I re- 
turn'd to my merchant's. 

Never was any one perplex'd with ſuch 
various thoughts as I was after this ad- 
venture; and the reader will wonder at 
what I am going to relate, if he conſiders 
not, that ſelf- love and ſelf-conceit are ſtill 
our predominant paſſions. 

Whatever reflections I made, it was im- 
poſſible for me to perſwade my ſelf to take 
advantage of the weakneſs of this wo- 
man, under another name and another ha- 
bit than my own. I look'd upon it as @ 
diſgrace to be indebted to a diſguiſe, and 
reſolv'd if I ſhould be call'd to another 
meeting, not to go in the habit of a ſlave, 
but in my own dreſs. | 

I paſs'd all the day at the merchant's, 
and the ſame Duena came in the evening 
to inquire again for the ſlave. I was 
dreſs'd after the French faſhion, and as 
richly as I could; but when they told me 
the Duena ask'd for me, I put on my 
falſe beard, and a veſt, which cover'd my 
other clothes» and thus habited, I follow'd 
her; but before I got up the ladder, I leſt 
them in the ſtreet, and ſo appeard in the 
balcony in my French habit, which was 
the ſame I had on when IJſabella complain d 
of me to her husband. 
L 4 She 
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She came to receive me, but ſcarce was 
F'enter'd the chamber, when knowing me 
again, ſhe ſcreamed out, ſaying, ſhe was 
undone and betray'd. I conjur'd her not 
to make any noiſe, and ſhe came to het 
ſelf again. I fee, ſaid ſhe then, that the 
villain has greater kindneſs for you than 
me, ſince he has reveal'd this ſecret to 
vou; but if you love me, you will aſſiſt 
me in being reveng'd of that perfidious 
wretch, and that is the only way for you 
to gain my eſteem. 

I will revenge you, anſwer'd I, in what 
manner you pleaſe. I love you above all 
that can be dear to me, and had he 
thouſand lives, I would ſacrifice them al 
ro your reſentment ; only let me know how 
ſo baſe a man can have merited a heart 
you refuſe me. Go, reply'd ſhe, and fetch 


me his head, and you ſhall fee what I wilt 


do for you. 

I could not but ſmile at this odd ad- 
venture, and now thought it time to diſco- 
ver my felt. I cannot, ſaid I, madam, 
bring you his head otherwiſe than you ſee 
it, for this ſlave is an imaginary perſon, 
no other than my ſelf, who was diſguis'd 
under that habit, and who was here yeſ- 
_— and who alone deſerves your kind- 
ncis. | EP 
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Jabella was ſo aſtoniſh'd, that ſhe ſcarce 
heard what I ſaid. Her ſurprize being at 
laſt over, ſhe told me, it was impoſſible, 
and that before ſhe could believe me, ſhe - 
muſt ſee me in the ſame habit I had then- 
I anſwer'd, it was no very hard task, that 
I had left it under the balcony, and if ſhe - 
would give me leave I would go fetch it, 
and thereby convince her of the truth of 
what I had ſaid. She ſeem'd to conſent; . 
and I immediately went for my dreſs ; bus 
I was ſcarce down, ere ſhe pull'd up the. 
ladder, and withdrew. I was ſurpriz'd at 
it, and believ'd ſhe ſtill continu'd in the 
opinion, that the ſlave and I were two; 
different perſons, and that I had come in 
his place only to take advantage of the. 
paſſion ſhe had for him. 

It was ſo dark I could not tell where L 


| was, and being deſirous to know the houſe, .. 


I reſoly'd to remain there till it was day, 
having firſt put on my falſe beard and- 


| veſt; but I had not waited long before I. 


heard a; noiſe, and ſaw ſome men with. 
drawn {words in their hands, juſt upon: - 
me, I threw off my diſguiſe, which was. 

troubleſome to me, and drawing my ſword,- . 
made a pals at the foremoſt of them, and 
before the reſt could come about me, made 
the beſt of my way home. 


L Manrique 
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Munrique was the man I had wounded; 
for as I have ſince been inform'd, it was 
her own houſe where I had ipoke to her, 
and that I was no ſooner down, but his 
wife, enrag'd to be thus impos'd/ on, went 
to him, ſaying, J had attempted to climb 
into the balcony, and was, ſhe believ'd, 
{till in the ſtreet, with the ſame deſign: 
He immediately took fire, and attended by 
ſome of her ſervants, was come out to 
murther me ; but the'care they took of 
their wounded maſter had favour'd my 
eſc ape. 
They took up the beard and veſt, which 
they carry d to 1/abela, who. remembring 
that was the very habit ſhe had ſeen her 


Algerin? in, and comparing his ſhape and 


features with mine, began to believe what 
I had ſaid might be true. 

Manrique, whether he thought he had 
not ſufficient evidence to proſecute me, or 
whether he thought it would be more for 
his honour to diſguiſe it, made no mention 
of me in this aftair; but it was reported, 
that the ſame Algerize who had kill'd the 
duke de ———'s ſon at Elionora's, had 
wounded him. But every body thinking 
him gone, took all this to be a fancy of 
Manrique's, who. was content with on 
me a ſecret grudge, tho his wound ha 
prov'd but very flight. Fearing the _ 
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conſequences of a Saniard s reſentment, L 
ſtill kept on my guard; but I was freed 
from that care, by a petſon I ſhould leaſt: 
have expected it from, and this made me 
better acquainted with the cunning artifi- 
ces, and odd humours of women. 

Tſabella, in the mean while, being con- 
vinc'd I was the ſame with the flave ſhe 
doted on, felt for me the raging paſſion 
ſhe formerly had for him, and heartily 
griev'd at having rendred her husband jea- 
lous of me. She then thought of ſeveral 
ways to corre& her error, and at laſt 
pitch'd upon a very ſtrange one ; which 
being reſolv'd on, her next care was how 
ſhe : ſhould: ſee me, and acquaint me at 
once- with her plot, and the love ſhe had 
for me. f ; ; 

She eaſily obtain'd her deſire, and having 
underſtood I was at the. merchants, came 
there, to my great wonder, habited like a 
Duena. She began by proteſting ſne was 
no ways concern'd in her husband's inten- 
tions to murder me; but I being better 
inform d, would not let her go on, till ſhe 
had confeſs d the truth, which at laſt ſhe 
did, as I have juſt related it; and then 
continu'd her diſcourſe in this manner. 

It is true, I took a fancy to that flave; 
not knowing it was you; but forgive that 
particular fondneſs, for after all it was 
you that causd it, and you ſhall find 

hence» 


henceforward your ſelf to be the only ob 
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ject of my love. I have rendred you ſuf- 
picious to my husband, but I know a cer- 
tain means whereby you may regain - his 
confidence, if you will but follow my ad- 
vice. You muſt endeavour to meet him 
at ſome of your common acquaintances : 
there you ſhall wholly diſown to him that 
you ever had any deſign upon my honour, 


and proteſt that it is a falſe accuſation'F 


charg'd you with, finding you were ac- 


quainted with an intrigue I had with the 


Algerine. You may defire him, for his 
greater ſatisfaction, to examine the Due- 
za, whoſe name is Beatrix, and I will in- 


ſtruct her how ſhe ſhall anſwer him, and 


juſtify you. 
The proj 
dangerous, and I ask'd her, whether ſhe 
had well weigh'd all the ill conſequences 
that might attend it. She delird. me to 
do what ſhe would have me, and aſſur d 
me I ſhould not receive any injury by it. 
1 told her I would conſider of it, but 
could not take my reſolution ſo ſuddenly, 
and ſo we parted. ö 

The reader cannot here make any reflec- 
tion, which I did not then make. I could 
not comprehend how this woman could be 
willing that her husband ſhould think her 
falſe to him, as he mult naturally do if her 
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deſign took effect; and beſides, I fear'd, 


that did I ſucceed, it would but make 
him the more jealous, and thus I ſhould 
be depriv'd of the advantage I expected 
by it. But after all, I thougut I might 
truſt her, ſince ſhe ought to know her 
husband better than I did, and I judg'd: 
it worth my while to venture ſomething 
in order to free my ſelf from the conti- 
nual apprehenſions I lay under. But, to 
ſpeak the truth, my love for this woman 
how unworthy ſoever was the chief mo- 
tive that induc'd me to it, and flatter d 
with the eſteem ſhe had for me, while ſhe 
took me for an Algerine, T was impa- 
tient of confirming it under my true 
ſhape. | F, 

J ſought for an opportunity of enter- 
taining Manrique, which having found, 
I told him, I had ſomething of moment 
to 1mpart to him. Then, ſeeing he was 
willing to hear me, I did, according to 
his wife's directions, aſſure him, that, as 
for my part, I never had any engagement 
with her, but being the only man who 
was acquainted with her intrigue with 


the Algerize, the ſlave having own'd it to 


me, ſhe had charg'd me with this falſe Ac- 
cuſation, on purpoſe that he ſhould not 
give any credit to the notice I might have 
given him of her ill conduct. 55 
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Manrique, upon hearing this, embrac'd, 
me with all imaginable kindneſs, ſaying, 
he was now no longer at a loſs, to 
know why he who had wounded: him, 
had let fall a veſt; but that beſides, a 
falſe beard had been found, which made 
him miſtruſt that ſome body elſe was come 
to ſee his wife under that diſguiſe. Then 
he ask'd me, how long it was ſince the 
flave had abſented himſelf? I anſwer d, 
he had left Madrid the next day after his 
being wounded, and that as for the falſe 
beard, he muſt not wonder at that, the 
Algerine uſing them ſometimes when he 
defir'd not to be known, Manrique ſcem'd 
now to be fully ſatisfy d, but ſaid, if 1 
would oblige him throughly, I muſt con- 
trive the ſlave's return to Madrid, that he 
might be reveng'd of him. I promis'd to 
uſe my endeavours, and he begg'd me to 
remain his friend, and viſit him with the 
ſame freedom I formerly had done, aſſu- 
ring me he would not ſpeak of this to his 
wite, till he could produce the ſlave to 
confront her. | 
The eaſineſs with which he ſeem'd to 


credit what I had ſaid, made me ſuſpect 


his ſincerity, and it was ſome time before 
I dar'd truſt either him or his ſpouſe; but 
my cager love did at laſt overcome my 


jealouſies. 
I con- 
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I continu'd my Vilits, being free from 
Suſpicion, had the liberty of converſing 
with his Wife, and thus we enjoy d for 
ſome time the fruits of our artifice. But 
Maurique grew at length impatient of the 
ſlave's ablence: 1 told him, I could not 
help it; and that let me write to Algier 
never ſo often, I had no anſwer, which 
made me believe he was dead. But this 
did not content him, and he told me, that 
ſince Icould not hear from him, I muſt help 
him to get rid of his wife; that he would 
tax her with what I had inform'd him of. 
and that I muſt ſtand to what Thad ſaid, ©- 
and when that was prov'd, he could eafily 
be divorc'd. | 
I conjur'd him not to carry things to 
that extremity ; but he was inexorable, and 
all I could do was to acquaint {fabela with 
her husband's intentions: then it was that 
the ſubtilty of this woman fully diſplaid it 
ſelf, She heard me without the leaſt concern, 
her Plot being ſo contriv d, that I was to be 
the object of her husband's revenge, either 
becauſe ſhe never lov'd me, or elle her love 
was at an end; or that the intereſt of reco- 
vering the good opinion of her husband ap- 
pear d to her preferable to every thing elſe. 
Her anſwer was, that ſhe neither fear d 
me, nor her husband, and knew well e- 
nough how tg diſappoint our — 
was 


L232 


- Þ was aſtoniſh'd at this reply, and 


thinking ſhe had miſtaken me, repeated 


over again what I had been ſaying to her, 


vowing I would rather die than aſſiſt her 
husband to her prejudice. She ſcem'd 
well pleas d at it, and anſwered, if I did 
not bear witneſs againſt her, ſhe had no- 
thing to fear, I reply'd, I wondred how 
ſhe could ſuppoſe J ſhould ever think of 
— her any injury; and thus we par- 
ted. 
But this woman was more miſchievous 
than I could ever have imagin' d. I was no 
ſooner gone e re ſhe went to her husband, 
and told him, ſhedding abundance of tears, 
ſhe found her ſelf bound in duty and 
conſcience to acquaint him, that he en- 
tertain'd a man whoſe whole ſtudy was to 
contrive his ſhame. Iknow, continu'd ſhe, 
what he has made you believe to gain 
your good opinion ; he has own'd it to 
me himſelf, thinking me ſo mad as to 
love him. He was the only Algerine that 
ever came to me, for it was under that 
diſguiſe that he would have got up into 
my chamber. From his hand you receiv'd 

our wound. All this I knew, and if I have 
{ince endur'd his company, the reaſon was, 
becauſe you were ſo infatuated with him, 
that I could do no otherwiſe ; but his im- 
pudence is at length grown to ſuch a 


pitch, that I can bear with it no longer ; 
| nor 
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nor conceal from you the reaſons you have 
to revenge your ſelf for his deceits. 

All that this wicked woman ſaid to her 
husband, ſeem'd to him ſo probable, that 
he wondred how he ever had ſuſpected her 
virtue, ſeeing ſhe had ever given him no- 
tice of my endeavouring to debauch her; 
and being now fully perſwaded of what 
ſhe had ſaid, he tenderly embrac'd her, 
asking a thouſand pardons for ſuſpecting 
her, and vowing that I ſhould not long eſ- 
cape the puniſhment my lies and treachery, 
deſerv'd. 

I, in the mean while, did not in the 
leaſt _—_ either the wife or him, and if 
] was ſometime without viſiting. them, it 
was becauſe I would avoid his coming to 
queſtion his wife, as he threatned. It was 
about a week ſince my ſeeing them, that 1 
receivd a note from Elionora to give me 
notice, that my death was decreed, and 
that I had beſt quit Spain with all poiſible 
diligence. | a 

Tho it was very preſſing, J could not 
truſt to it, but reſolv d to ſpeak with the 
perſon that ſent it me. I had not ſeen her 
ſince the promiſe I had made not to viſit 
her ; and I durſt not appear there either in 
my own habit, or that of the ſlave s. Ne- 


vertheleſs, having receiv'd from her the 


letter I mention'd, I thought I ought to 
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go. ſee her, and for that purpoſe diſ- 
guis d my ſelf once more, and put on a- 
gain the habit under which I was us'd to 
have acceſs to her, pretending I was re- 
turn'd to bring her further news of her 
husband, 

Hearing I was there, inſtead of ordering 
me to come up, ſhe ran down to me, and 
inform'd me in a few words, that Man- 
rique had given out, I was the perſon, who 
under tht diſguiſe of an Algerine ſlave, had 
kilf'd the duke de ———'s ſon; that the 
king was acquainted with it, and grew ex- 
tream jealous thereupon ; that he had quar- 
rell'd with her, accuſing her of having har- 
bour'd me under that diſguiſe, and had 
not ſeen her ſince, ſo that ſhe thought her 
ſelf wholly out of favour ; and that as for 
me, the king, the duke de ———;, and 
Manrique, had agreed I ſhould be mur- 
ther d, ſo that my ruin was unavoidable, 
if I did not immediately fly out of the 
kingdom. 


By the manner of her delivery, I judg'd 


J had no time to loſe, and that it was my 
beſt way to take her counſel and be gone; 
but my ſorrow at leaving her, and at my 
being the innocent cauſe of all the trouble 
ſhe had receiv'd, made me very loth to 
part, which ſhe percetving, grew angry 
with me; telling me, ſhe ſaw I did not 
care what became of her, ſince I would 
remain 
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remain there; tho' I knew ſhe were loſt, if 
it reach'd the king's ears, that ſhe had 
ſpoke with me; which ſaid, ſhe retird, 
ordering me to be gone, 51955] 

I was vex d at heart to ſee my {elf thus 
ſever'd from a perſon, for whom I {till re- 
taind an unfeigned paſſion , and from 
whom I had ſome reaſon to expect an equal 
return; and the deſire of ſeeing her once 
more, and bidding her a more tender a- 


dieu, prevail d with me above the dread 


of my danger. I had not the power to 
go out of town, and my love blinded me 
to that degree, that I endeavour to find 
out ſome plauſible excuſe for my ſtay. 

The prince's buſineſs was a pretext ſuſſi- 
cient to ſatisfy my felf ; and however uſe- 
leſs I might be to him at Madrid, yet my 
tond imagination made me fancy he could 
not be without me, whenever my dotage 
would not ſuffer me to think of a. re- 
treat. | 
Thus was I convine'd, that I ought to 
ſtay; and here I again experienc d, that 
love ſoon grows ſtronger than all our other 
paſſions, when we yield our ſelves up to it; 
and thoſe who once ſuffer it to gain ground, 
mult expect it will make them deat to all 
other conſiderations. 

But tho' the hope of giving Elionora a- 
nother viſit were the chief motive of my. 


remaining there, yet that of being reveng d 
on 
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on Jhabella did not a little conduce to its, 


and after all, that was my greateſt care; 
ſo unſteddy was I in my wiſhes and reſo- 
lutions. I had indeed ſeveral ſubſtantial 
reaſons to hate that woman, yet I reſented 
nothing ſo much as her preferring the Al- 
gerine before me. 

Thinking ſhe was not fully ſatisfy'd that 
the Algerize and I were the ſame perſon, I 
attempted, by deceiving her once more, 


to work my ends, and to that purpoſe ſent 


her the following letter. 


Madam, 
2 0 U will perhaps be ſurpriz'd at receiving 


the perſon I hope is not; I am Acma Hamet, 
once happy in your love, and who have been 
oblig'd to abſcond thro* the perfidiouſneſs of one, 
I, tho undeſervedly, cald my friend, who en- 
deavour d under my habit, and under my name, 
to enjoy the happineſs intended for me, Hows 
ever, I have now put it out of his power to in- 
jure me, ſince he is ignoraut of my being here; 
which I have taken all poſſible care to conceal. 
from every one, ſave the perſon fcr whoſe ſake 
T have ventur'd hither, I lodge with Alonzo 
Riberos; and if you can ſtill love me, I expett 
ſhortly to hear from you. My landlord thinks I 
come from Morocco, and am call d Muley Aſan. 
Under that name it is Imuſt be enquir d for. 
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This being ſafely deliver d, I went and 
lay at Alonſo Riberos's, whom I had made 


believe that I was a Morocco-merchant, and 


was come to Madrid about ſome buſineſs 
relating to my trade. Thus under this 
new diſguiſe I was ſafe from my perſecu- 
tors; I ſarisfy'd the fancy I had to remain 


there, and fed the hopes of compaſſing my 


deſigns. 

When I reflect on my madneſs, I am con- 
vinc'd that one paſſion is ſufficient to make 
a young man venture on the moſt deſperate 
undertakings; for the more perilous my 
projects were, the more eager was I to put 
them in execution: and certainly age and 
wiſdom can alone reclaim a man from this 
ridiculous romantick undauntedneſs, 

I was not long at Riberos's before T had 
an anſwer to my letter. It came ſafe to 
I/abella's hands, and it is not to be wondred 
at, if having formerly thought the Algerine 
ſlave and J to be two different perſons, 
ſhe was confirm'd in that opinion by the 
receipt of this letter. She rejoyc'd doubly 
that her plot againſt me had ſo well ſuc- 
ceeded, ſince her husband being now fully 
perſwaded I was the Algerize who had 
been ſo much talk'd on, would never ſuſ- 
pect her intrigue, and that ſhe might qui- 
etly enjoy the man, for whom alone ſhe 
ever had a real love, | 

| The 
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The Duena Beatrix was ſent to Alon- 
z0: Riberos's, and I was carry d, as at other 
times to the low balcony. 1ſabela, taking 
me' for the flave ſhe had 1 ſeen, re- 
ceiv'd me with all poſſible demonſtrations 
of kindneſs, and related to me all that 
had happen'd during my abſence, and 
how ſhe would have * d the Frenel 
count's death; by making her husband 
believe that it was he who had diſguisd 
himſelf under the habit of an Afgerine 
flave. Then ſhe blam'd me for my in- 
diſcretion, in having acquainted that 
French lord with our firſt interview, and 
thus given him the means how to come to 
the rendezvous ſhe had deſign d to none 
but my ſelf. 

Nothing was more pleaſant than thus 
ro be ſpoke to of my ſelf, without its be- 
ing thought that it was I that was ſpoke 
to; and being no longer jealous of my ſelf, 
I was reſolv'd to give full ſcope to this di- 
verſion and ſee how far her blindneſs and 
impudence would go. I begg'd a thou- 
ſand - pardons for being ſo talkative, But 
after ail, madam, continu'd I, you have 
no great reaſon to be angry with me, for 
having improv'd your acquaintance with 
that Frenchman ; 3 ſince, as I have been 
told, he did not wholly dipleaſe you, 
_ you- have been pretty intimate toge- 
ener. 


She 


advan 
foreigt 
uſually 
me ch 
Iſabella. 
viſited 
made - 
Pole. 

J ha 
valet 4 
ded in. 
ONs, an: 
with tl 


of the 


for a n 
lar incl 


try, T 


4 tempt 
my mat 


3 . * Ra 


| 
; 
| 
! 
2 
c 
4 
0 
& 


[ 239 ] 


She deny d ſhe-ever. had lov'd him ; 


aſſuring me, her admitting him was on- 
ly with a deſign to undo him, of which 
ſhe had at laſt found an opportunity. I 
grew very uneaſy at hearing her tell ſo 
many lies, and ſo openly confeſs her per- 
ſidiouſneſs; yet I did not diſcover my 
ſelf, but at length took my leave, ſhe not 
the leaſt ſuſpecting I was any other than 
the Algerine ſlave. 

I thought things were now in a fair 
way for my intended revenge, and began 
to conſider how I ſhould make uſe of my 


advantage. Alonzo Riberos traded much in 


foreign countries, ſo that ſeveral ſtrangers 
uſually reſorted thither, which had made 
me chuſe his houſe, the better ro deceive 
Iſabella, Among others, a certain Algerine 
viſited him frequently, whoſe dull look 
=_ me judge him moſt fit for my pur- 
pole. 

I had a very underſtanding man to my 
valet de chambre, whom I wholly confi- 
ded in. Him IT inform'd of my intenti- 
ons, and accordingly he fell into diſcourſe 
with the Algerine, telling him, that one 


of the greateſt beauties in Spain look'd 


for a man of Algier, having a particu- 
lar inclination for a gallant of that coun- 


try. This propoſition. was not ſo great 
a temptation to him, as a ſmall preſent 


my man made to him, with a promiſe 
of 


+ ay 
ef as much more, if he would do what 
mould be delir'd of him, and be dif- 
*creet. 3474-04 | 
The African promis'd an exact perfor- 
mance, and my man order'd him to wait 
at Alonzo Riberos s, having firſt told him 
what he ſhould do. Then he acquainted 
me with the ſucceſs of his negotiation ; 
and Beatrix being come at her uſual hour, 
which was always in the dusk of the e- 
vening, I ſent the true Agerine in my ſtead ; 
who was carry d to the houſe, and, as 


he had been directed, climb'd up the 


rope-ladder into the balcony, and thence 
went into 1/abel/a's chamber. 

My ſervant who had dogg'd him, no 
ſooner ſaw him ſafe, but he carry'd a note 
I had given him for Manrique; by which 


I gave him advice, that the famous Alge- 


rine ſlave was then actually with his wife. 
Manrique was in bed; but my man ha- 
ving told his ſervants that it was about 
matters of great concern, they wak' d him, 
and deliver d it. The hopes he had of 
ſurprizing me, rendered him more diligent. 
He order'd part of his ſervants to wait 
under the balcony, while he himſelf, 
with two or three of them, went into 
his lady's chamber. 
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While things were in that poſture or 
his fide, let us ſee a little what hap- 
pen d on Jabellas. She did not at firſt 
ſuſpect the cheat; but finding that man 
was neither in ſhape nor voice like her 
dear flave, ſhe fetch'd a candle, and at 
firſt ſight diſcover'd that ſhe was deceiv'd.' 
Her {urprizal was not ſo great as it 
would have been, had ſhe been leſs ac- 
cuſtom'd to theſe kind of intrigues. She 
ask'd him how he came there? and he 
confeſs'd that one Muley Aſan, an inhabi- 
tant of Morocco, had, through the means 
of one of his ſervants, engagd him in 
that enterprize. | 
What a grief was it to ſabela, that the 
only man ſhe doated on, ſhould be ſo un- 
grateful as to expoſe her thus! bur. ſhe 
conceal'd her affliction from the Algerine, 
and telling him, that thoſe who had per- 
ſuaded him to what he did, only ſought 
his ruin, order d him to be gone. Bis 
danger made him more quick of appre- 
benſion than he had before appear'd to be; 
and without giving her the trouble of re- 
peating it a ſecond time, he ſoon found the 
way down the rope-ladder, which Jabella 
immediately drew up. | 
He was juſt ſetting his foot on the 
ground, and ſhe ſhutting her balcony- 
door, when Mazrique's men ſeiz d on him, 
and their maſter centred into her chamber. 
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He found her in a diſorder, which confirm'd 
his jealouſie, and was going to examine 
her, when his men brought up him they 
had ſeiz d in the ſtreet. 

It is impoſſible to expreſs the ſur- 
prize he was in to fee it was not I: he 
doubted not but thoſe, who had aſſur d 
him the Algerine ſlave was no other than 
my ſelf under that diſguiſe, had impos d 
.on his belicf, and this thought made his 
wife appear to him more guilty than ſhe 
was. He reſolvd to carry his revenge to 
the utmoſt, and having faſtned her cham- 
ber- door upon her, order d the Algerine to 
be cloſely confin d. 

The next day it was reported, that the 
noted Algerine ſlave, who had kill'd the 
duke de 's ſon, had been caught in 
bed with Aſanrique's wife, and was then 
in cuſtody at his houſe. This made 2 

eat noiſe, and Elionora, who heard of it, 
concluded it to be me, who, not having 
follow'd her advice, had imbroil'd my 
ſelf in freſh troubles. It came alſo to 
the king, and gave him new ſuſpicions 
againſt Elionora, who, he fancy'd, till 
conceal d me in her houſe. 

The duke de—— who was provok'd 
that his ſon's death was not reveng(, 
came to Manrique, and having both exa- 
mim d the innocent priſoner, they diſco- 
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a word, for fear leſt __ the adviceofthe 
priſoner, they ſhould ſend to Riberos's to 
ind out Muley Aſan, and that he ſhould 
declare what familiarity had paſs d be- 
tween them. 

Part of what ſhe fear d came to paſs. 
The African having told them, that a ſer- 
vant of Muley Aſan s had engag'd him in 
this affair, one was diſpatch d to Riberos's 
| to ſecure me, but as I had foreſeen what 
might happen, I had provided my ſelf a- 
gainſt it. I went no more to Riberos's, 
- and ſo could not be found. I conceal'd 
o my ſelf all day at a houſe I had been 

us'd to lodge at till then; and being 
e ſoon after inform'd it was the ' publick 
je diſcourſe, that I had perſonated one Mu- 
in e Aſan, and had taken a lodging at Ri- 
en beros's, on purpoſe to play J/abel/a this trick, 
2 I thought there would be but little ſe- 
it, Ncurity tor me to ſtay longer at Madrid; 
ng Wand I left it the next day, having ſent 
ny my ſervants before, keeping only my Valet 
to Ide chambre; with whom I took poſt-hor- 
ns ¶ſes, no one offering to diſturb me. 
Fill I arriv'd at Bayonne, deſigning thence 
to go for Guienna, where J expected to 
meet with the prince, who, with his Ar- 
d, my, made head againſt the duke de Ven- 
a:. aoſme. Berg was then beſieg' d, which 
0- Was in July 165 3. 
| M 2 I 
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I was forc'd to continue at Bayonue ſome * 
time, being fallen ill, and wrote to the 


not ſ 
prince to repreſent to him part of the rea- expre 
ſons which had oblig'd me to quit Mi grace 
drid. The anſwer I had from him was, gine 
that I might either go to Paris, or the ſiſtanc 
duke de Vendoſme's army, and that he fear d 
would not be the occaſion of my being her, 
of a different party from my brother, expoſe 
The letter was very tart, whence 1 judg d love a 
the prince was not over ſatisfy d with ces, m 
my negotiation in Spain. me to 


It may well be thought, the ſorrow to IVA 
fee my elf at variance with him, made ten ma 
me reflect more than I had done on the dition, 
ſtrange adventures I had at Madrid, but iti blindeſt 
will be ſurprizing that theſe reflection they ad 
ſhould not make me more prudent. ing þjj, 

When I perceiv'd the prince was dil-Wy15 a f 
pleas d at my leaving Madrid, I though mind to 
my ſelf oblig d to go back thither : th: thought 
danger with which I was there rhreatned y ſelf 
gave way to the delire of repairing by clear an, 
diligent application, and better condud cem, wh: 
the opinion I had given the prince caum (0; 
to entertain, of my having been ſomeſſthe teme 
what neglectful of his ſervice; but weWaſh it { 
I ingenuouſly to relate the true reaſon ¶ ¶ was to 
my entertaining ſuch thoughts, I muoick a4; 
confels, to my . ſhame, it was my love ialthe ſake « 
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The care ſhe had taken of my ſafetys 
and the anger in which ſhe left me, did 
not ſo much revive my love, as the fear ſne 
expreſs'd to me of ſeeing her ſelf in diſ- 
grace with the king. I began to ima=- 
gine the might ſtand in need of my aſ- 
ſiſtance in the circumſtances I left her. 1 
fear d that the king having abandon'd: 
her, the jealouſie of her husband might. 
expoſe her to grievous extremities, and my 
love authorizing it ſelf by all theſe preten-- 
ces, made me think, that it was baſe in 
me to leave her as I nad done. 
to How wretched (for I cannot too of- 
ade ten make theſe reflections) is their con- 
the dition, who enſlave themſelves to the 
t i blindeſt paſſion ! To a groſs blindneſs 
on they add a fooliſh preſumption, of not be- 
ing blind. Had all the world told me I 
di-Wwas a fool, and a madman, for having a 
mind to return to Madrid, I ſhould have 
thought all the world quite blind, and 
y ſelf the only clear-ſ{ighted perion; ſo 
lcar and convincing did thoſe reaſons 
cem, which induc'd me to it. Not but 
| ſometimes made flight reflections on 
he temerity of my deſign ; but the more 
aſh it ſeem'd to me, the more deſirous 
was to go about it, fancying it an he- 
oick action thus to venture my life for 
he ſake of my miſtreſs. I hope none of 
y readers will be of the ſame opint- 7 
| M 3 on 
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en I was then of, in commending an amo- 


rous generoſity, which would have ex- 
pos'd me to greater hazards than any I 
had yet run, had not ſickneſs prevented 
my unaccountable folly. 
eing fully determin'd, I ſent the prince 
a letter to acquaint him, that prefer- 
ring his ſervice before any other conſiderati- 
ons, I was returning into ain, and hop'd 
he would do me the honour, by writing 
more obligingly, to let me know I had 
regain'd his favour ; which being ſent, I 
ſer out tor Madrid, notwithſtanding my 
indiſpoſition; but the very firſt day's 
journey ſpent me quite, ſo that I was 
forc'd to ſtop at Fontarabia, where I kept 
my bed near ſix weeks, under ſo violent 
_ that my life was often deſpair'd 
of. | 
I had, upon my falling fick, ſent a let- 
ter to Eliuncera, to acquaint her, that it 
was impoſſible for me to leave her, and 
that I delign'd to fee her, as ſoon as my 
health would permit, to offer her my ſer- 
vice and aſſiſtance in a time when I fear d 
ſhe had need of them. I had alſo order d 
the meſſenger to enquire what people ſaid 
of me there; and eſpecially concerning 
Manrique and his wife. | 
He deliver'd my letter to Elionora, 
who reply'd by word of mouth, that I 


had beſt keep away, and that ſhe had no 
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other anſwer to give him. Manrique; he: 
was told, had made ſtrick ſearch after me; 
his wife having inform'd him I was Ma- 
ley Aſan, who, after ſeveral unſucceſsful 
attempts upon her chaſtity, had out of 
revenge contriv'd what had happen d; 
that the Algerine had been ſet at liberty, 
atter a ſharp reprimand ; that every one 
was perſuaded of the innocence and good 
conduct of Iſabella in this adventure; 
and that I muſt never think of returning. 
to Madrid any more, | 

He brought me this anſwer at a time 
when I began to grow better; and I think, 
that had my recovery been more perfect, I 
ſhould have ventur'd through all theſe 
dangers, ſo much was I diſpleas'd at E- 
lionora's not writing to me, and ſo great 
was my deſire of ſeeing her. But, hap- 
pily for me, I was too weak to undertake 
ſuch a journey, and found I had nothing 
elſe to do but to forget her, and uſe all 
poſſible means to regain my health. 

Thus I quite laid afide the thoughts of 
returning. But before I proceed any far- 
ther in the recital of my adventures, I 
think I ought to relate what happen'd at. 
Madrid after my departure. I was not 
inform'd of the particulars thereof, till 
long after, but this 1s the proper place to- 
ſpeak of it, by reaſon of the reader's ha- 
ving treſh in his memory every thing. 
M 4 which 


[ 248 ] 


which there befel me, and for that alt 


I am now going to mention, is naturally 
connected with what J have before related. 
Beſides, the reader will the better ſee 
how very wrong it was in me, to deſire 
to return to a country, which to me had 
been ſo fatal; and how much reaſon I 
had at length to ſurmount the paſſions 
which recall 'd me. * 

J left there two women, with whom I 
had tte longeſt intrigues; I mean her 
whom I have call'd {ſabe/la, and ſhe whom 
J have made known under the title of the 
Catalan, and under the name of Elienora, 
T had lov'd theſe two women, but with 
ſentiments very different ; I eſteem'd 
Elionora, and I fear d Iſabella. The one en- 
gag d me by the idea ſhe had given me 
of her tenderneſs and virtue, and - the 0- 
ther, on the contrary, pleas'd me only by 
her advances ard her paſſions; but we 
ſhall find their characters to be much a- 
like, when their circumſtances were the 
ſame; and from thence one may better judge 
what opinion we ought to have of women 
who are deſirous of being belov'd, and 
who can't confine themſelves to one hus- 
band, or one gallant. | 

As it was the nature of Jabella to put 
no conſtraint upon her appetites and in- 
clinations, ſhe ſhewed her ſelf in all her 


paſſions as fantaſtical as when taking - 
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for a ſlave of Algier, ſhe could not love 
me under any other quality, or under any 
other figure. Thus all her intrigues were 
continually with perſons of no conſe- 
quence, and ſuch as ſhe might eaſily ſa- 
crifice to her husband's jealouſie. She had 
many affairs upon her hands before I came 
to Madrid, and among others this which 
I am going to ſpeak of. | 

Scarce was ſhe marry'd, and had ap- 
pear'd at court, where the place her hus- 
band was in gave her a diſtinguiſh'd 
rank, when all the young lords made their 


 addrefles to her; but the moſt ſincere and 
| paſſionate of her lovers was the prince de 


the hand ſomeſt man certainly in all 
Hain, and of the belt preſence. He was juſt 
upon marrying the Marqueſs de ———'s 
daughter, who was reckon'd the greateſt 


fortune in that kingdom, and by whom he 


was tenderly beloy'd, when he grew ac- 
quainted with 1ſabella, | 

It was, one would think, rather witch- 
craft than love. He became inſenſible of 
any other paſſion ; and to break off, or at 
lealt defer his marriage, he pretended a 
delire of entring into orders, and offer'd 
to reſign his birth-right and his ſpouſe 
to his younger brother: his father was 
almoſt perſuaded to it; and the thing 
would have been done, had he not diſco- 
M 5 ver d 


: „ | 
ver d how unworthy Habella was of ſuch 
a ſacriſice. 5 
This woman us'd him very haughtily, 
and according to the character we have 
ſeen of her, ſhe fail'd not to inform her 
husband of the prince's paſſion; and the 
husband's behaviour to him was juſt as 
T related his uſage towards me. The 
poor prince, ſuſpected by the husband, 
and perplex d how to fee the lady, was 
grieviouſly troubled, and fell ſick upon it. 

He had a very cleaver cunning fellow 
to his Falet de chambre, whom he had 


ſametimes ſent with letters to Iſabella. This 


man knowing the cauſe of his diſtemper, 
told him, he pity'd him, and the more, 


becauſe his miſtreſs was cruel to him only 


on account of his being a perſon of rank 
and figure, and that if it was not for 
fear of his diſpleaſure, he would inform 
him that this lady had a conſtant fami- 
liarity with one of her husband's ſer- 
vants. 


The prince was like to have kill'd him 


for talking ſo injuriouſly of his miſtreſs ; 
and he, ſeeing his lord's blindneſs, 
{wore he would undeceive him. He got 
acquainted with Manrique's man, and by 
the promiſe of a conſiderable ſum, intic'd 
him to make the prince a confeſſion of the 
whole buſineſs. His highneſs gave as 
little credit ro Minrique's ſervant, as 1 
ha 
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had done to his own, and would ſcaree 
hear them, till they had offer d to procure. 
him a fight of what he doubted. Accor- 
dingly they took their meaſures, which. 
having ſucceeded, the prince was an eye- 
witneſs to her lewdneſs. | | 

But this flame could not be extinguiſh'd, 
by ſo convincing a proof of her infamy, 
and he reſoly'd to let her know what he 
had ſeen, with a deſign not to confound 
her by that reproach, but the better to en- 
gage her to love him; ſo weakly and un- 
worthily did this poor prince behave. 

He was ſo ſimple as to tell her, he 
knew of her intimacy with that man, but 
did not love her the lefs for it, fince 
he could impute it but to an inchant- 
ment; and did not imagine that a lady 
of her ſenſe could have ſtoop'd to one fa 
much below her, had not ſome internal 
power interpos d: and he even offer d him- 
ſelf to kill the wicked ſorcerer who had 
abus d her, and rid her of a ſpirit wha 
had been ſo great a ſeducer, and reſtore 
her to the liberty of granting her favours 
to thoſe who ſhould uſe no other charm 
but their loye. 1 

The lady ſeeing the weakneſs of the 
prince, and that he himſelf fought our 
reaſons to juſtify her, made uſe of what 


he had ſaid to her about ſorcery and 
witch» 


OK A 
witchcraft, to perſwade him that this ſer- 
vant did really deal with the devil; but 
the power of the infernal ſpirit had not 
been employ d to raiſe in her a ſcandalous 
affection for the ſervant, but only to be- 
witch the eyes of the prince to make him 
ſee what was not. | 

The ſtory adds, he was ſo credulons as 
to disbelieve his eyes, and to take what 
he had ſeen for a diabolical illuſion. How- 
ever, Manrique's ſervant was murther d, 
and, as it was ſuppos'd, by the prince's 
order; who being thus deliver'd from the 
magician, perſiſted in loving 1ſabella, and 
being lighted by her. 

Ihe Spaniards being naturally very ſu- 
perſtitious, he imagin'd that his miſtreſs's 
cruelty proceeded from a continu'd witch- 
craft, and offer d up nine days prayers for 
the driving away the evil ſpirit which he 
thought oppos'd his happineſs ; ſo that by 
a fantaſtical humour, which would have 
been accounted an impiety in any other 
country than Spain, was this blind prince 
ſeen to make uſe of the moſt holy part of 
religion, to obtain the ſucceſs of an amo- 
rous intrigue. | 
It is thought he came to himfelf again 
ſometime after, for he forgot T/abella, and 
concluded the marriage, which he would 
rot have put off ſo long, had he not 
loark'd 
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loath'd all other women, while he was 
charm'd with her. T had no knowledge 
of this ridiculous ſtory when I courted ' 
her; had I been inform'd of it at that 
time, I ſhould have thought alſo it was 
owing to that witchcraft, that ſhe could 
not (offer me under my own ſhape, while 
ſhe was diſtracted for me under that of an- 
Algerine. | | 


When I had left Madrid, and when her 
husband, who was always brought over 
by her artifices, and his own fooliſh confi- 
dence, had loſt all hopes of revenging 
himſelf on me, he continu'd to give out 
every where, that it was I who was the 
pretended ſlave of Algier, and that the 
king, and every body elſe, had been de- 
ceived. The king, who had ever miſtruſted 
Elioncra's kindneſs for me, doubted not 
but it was for her ſake I had thus diſgui- 
ſed my ſelf ; which increaſing his jealou- 
ſies, he enquir'd of Manrique how he came 
to know it ? who having reply'd, it was 
through his wife's good conduct and vir- 
tue, he was deſirous of ſeeing her to be 
farther ſatisfy d. 

I had never told her of my amour with 
Eliznora, fo that ſhe could not diſcover 
any thing to that prince, which mighr 
confirm his ſuſpicion. On the contrary, 
her vanity made her ſo careful to a 
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his majeſty, that the great love ſhe had in- 


ſpix'd me with, was the only occaſion of 
my diſguiſe ; that he could not believe it 
poſſible for a man, whole paſſion for her 
was ſo great, to be at the ſame time in 
love with another. 

Thus this prince's jealouſy of his mi- 
ſtireſs was entirely diſpell'd, by the vanity 
Iſabella had of telling him, that I lov'd her, 
and only her; but it ſucceeded as ill with 
poor Elionora as if ſhe had ſtill been ſuſ- 

pected. The king was one whoſe new 
miſtreſs always made him to forget the 
former, and he was ſo much taken with 
Iſabella, that he fell in love with her, and 
this love was the only conſequence of the 
converſation he had with her. 

The report of this new paſſion being ſoon 
ſpread, Elionora was preſently acquainted 
with it. Hitherto nothing had been obſer- 


ved in her behaviour which did not merit 


eſteem, and even admiration, and every 
one was convinc'd, that ſhe ſuffer d the 
king's addrefles out of meer complaiſance, 
and: was the only one of all his miſtreſſes 
that had withſtood his importunate de- 
fires, and by her virtue deſerv'd his eſteem : 
but ſhe then deſtroy'd that opinion ; for 
ſhe no ſooner ſaw the king inclining to a 
change, but ſhe us'd all poſſible means to 
reclaim him, and be reveng d of her rival. 


Having ſome ſmall acquaintance with Man- 
. 11qu?, 
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ique, ſhe ſent for him, and. informing him 
ps ve majeſty s new paſſion, advis'd him 
to ſend his wife into the country. Her 
ſucceſs with Manrique was greater than 
ſhe could imagine, for ſhe inſpir'd him not 
only with a jealouſy capable of underta- 
king any thing, but alſo wich a love as 
enterprizing as his jealouſy could be. 
Manrique being convinc'd of the com- 
merce begun. between the king and his 
wife, found himſelf no ways diſpos'd ta 
ſufter it; and by the advice of Elionora, 
ſent Jſabela to a houſe he had on the 
farthermoſt confines of Spain. Being thus 
rid of his wife, he hop'd Elionora would 
have requited the obligation ; but the 
king having loſt ſabe/a, and not thinking 
fir to uſe his authority in recalling her, 
renew'd his aſſiduity to Elionora; fo that 
Manrique found himſelf under a neceſſity 
to forbear viſiting his miſtreſs, or to recal 
his ſpouſe. 

Theſe were very hard circumſtances for 

a jealous husband and a paſſionate lover 
to be in; and I believe his love would 
have got the better of his jealouſy, had he 
not fear'd by ſending for the one to have 
diſoblig'd the other. He therefore left his 
lady in the country, and carefully watch'd 
the king's abſence to viſit Elionora; but 
whether ſhe really had no W 
mz 


L 256 ] 
him; or that the king caus'd her to be 
narrowly obſerv'd, he reap'd no other pro- 
fit from his wife's abſence, but the having 
appear'd jealous of her. 

He reſolv'd however, that the miſtreſs 
to waom he had ſacrific'd his wife, ſhould 
reap no benefit from thence, and did what 
he could to induce Elionora's husband to 
{end for her to the place where he reſided 
as vice-roy; but her husband, who regar- 
ded nothing but his fortune, was not any 
ways moved by the reaſons afſignd to 
perſwade him not to live ſo diſtant from 
his wife. Thus Manrique could neither 
gain his miſtreſs's love, nor be reveng'd for 
her ſcorn. 

Iſabella, in the mean while, bore her 
confinement impatiently; and hearing Eli- 
onora had, ſince her departure, grown 
more than ever in the king's favour, it re- 
doubled her grief. She was alſo inform'd, 
how ſhe rival'd her, as well in her | huſ- 
band's affection as in the king's, and hop'd, 
by giving his majeſty notice of it, to work 
2 double revenge. She did, and the ifſue 
was, that Manrique was made governor of 
a town far diſtant from Madrid. 


I have not heard any more of the ad- 
ventures of theſe two rivals; but when I 


was acquainted that Elionora, for whom I 
| had 


LF 
had ſo great an eſteem, had yielded to 
Manrique s deſires, I thank'd heaven, for 
having put a {top to my journey. It would 
have vex'd me, that a lady, of whom F 
had ſo noble an idea, ſhould have ſacrific'd 
her honour to the vanity of being miſtreſs 
to a monarch, who, tho' very worthy of 
the rank he bore, had nothing to recom” 
mend his love but his digniry. 

I had, during my ſickneſs at Fontarabia, 
the leiſure to reflect on my former follies ; 
and tho' I was but eight and twenty, I 
had ſeen ſo many various tempers of wo- 
men, and the inclination I had for them 
had expos'd me to ſo many afflictions, that 
J could not help regretting the time they 
had made me loſe, and I perceivd it was 
owing to them that I had made ſo little 
progreſs in the military art; for in ſhort 
I found my skill leſs than even after my firſt 
campaigns, and I was fully ſenſible, that 
if I ſufter d my ſelf ſo eaſily to be led in- 
ro amours, I muſt never think of advan- 
cing my fortune. | 

But then how ſhould J avoid it? I found 
I ſhould have neither will nor power ſo to 
do as long as I continu'd in the world. 
Theſe thoughts created in me a paſſionate 
longing to withdraw from it ; and what 
finally determin'd me to put it in execution 
was the melancholy occaſion d by my _ 
neſs, 


[258 ] 
neſs, and the ſeeing my ſelf ill in the 
prince's favour. 

One day, as theſe thoughts were revol- 
ving in my mind, and I taking a walk pre- 
ſcrib'd me for the recovery of my health, 
I ſaw a man habited like an hermit, who 


was walking in the ſame place where 1 


was, and who perceiving me, ſeem'd to 
be tor withdrawing. I pray'd him, in the 
moſt civil manner I could, not to fly me, 
and his dreſs making me believe he was a 
ſolitary perſon, the thoughts of retirement 
then in my head made me deſirous of con- 
verſing with him. This occaſion d me to 
intreat him, till at length he ſtopp'd. At- 
ter having diſcours'd with him ſome time 
on indifferent matters, I ask'd him, whe- 
ther he was not an hermit, and how he 
reliſh'd a ſolitary life? 

He anſwer'd, that he knew not whe- 
ther he ought to aſſume the holy name of 
Hermit, tho' he had liv'd retir'd for above 
twelve or thirteen years; ſince he muſt own 
to his ſhame, that he had {till been too 
much affected with the things of this 
world, and was then actually endeavou- 
ring to return to another kind of life, ha- 
ving ſufficiently experienc'd, that to be- 
come an anchorite, other motives were ne- 
ceſſary than thoſe which had induc'd him 
to quit the world. I askd him, if the 
4 11 alr 
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fair ſex had not ſome ſhare in the motives: 
that had led him to what he had done? 
to which he anſwer'd with a ſigh, that 
they were the only cauſe of his misfortunes, 
I told him, that, for my part, they had ſo 
perplex'd me, that I was inclind to do as 
he had done ; then, ſaid he, I would ad- 
viſe you to go about it with more conſi- 
deration than I did, elſe it will be difficult 
for you to be more reſolute than my (elf. 
I thereupon defir'd him to give me an ac- 
count of his adventures, which he ſeem'd 
unwilling to do; but at laſt my entreaties 
prevail d, and he made me the following 
relation of his life. 


J was born in Portugal; and tho” my 
habit and looks may not perhaps ſpea 
me of quality, I can aſſure you, that I am 
near related to king Don John, who thir- 
teen years ſince found the means to aſ- 
cend his anceſtors throne. I was bred up 
with him, while he was yet but duke of 


Braganxa, and ſhould have ſhar'd in his 
proſperity, had I not had fome relation 


nearer than he, who engagd me in the 


contrary party ; or rather, had not love 
turn d my brain. F 

Never was any one, at once, ſo char- 
ming and ſo perfidious, as the perſon I 
ador'd. She was much about my age, but 
of an unſatisfy'd ambition; and. 23 
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kindneſs for me no longer than till ſhe' 


could fix on one who might ſatisfy her 
pride. She had been placd with the 
dutcheſs of Mantua, then vice-queen of 
Portugal, was born of an illuſtrious family, 
but much inferior to mine; and tho' my 
eſtate was but ſmall, her fortune was not 


anſwerable to it. I was poſſeſs d with an 
unexpreſſible paſſion, which ſhe did, or at 


leaſt pretended to return; and tho' we did 
not at firſt talk of marrying, becauſe the 
duke of Braganza would never have ſuf- 
fer d me to match my felf ſo much to my 
diſadvantage, yet I {wore to her, that I 


would never have any other woman to 


my wife, and I livd in hopes of enjoying 


her, expecting that duke's reſtauration 
would ſo much better my condition, that 
I ſhould not need to marry for a portion. 

The conſpiracy, which plac'd him on 
his Throne, was then contriving *. I 


was one of the firſt that was intruſted 


with the ſecret, and was ſo ſtrangly be- 
witch'd to my miſtreſs, that I could not 
keep it from her. It was the higheſt im- 


prudency in me, fince living with the vice- 
queen, I had cauſe to fear ſhe would diſ- 


cover it to her; but that was not the only 


CE — 


* A curious account of this revolution, written 


by the abbot de Vertot, hath been lately tranflared 


into Engliſh by Mr. Rouſſillon 
| rea- 
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reaſon I had to complain of my indiſcre- 

The vice- queen had one Vaſconcellos to 
her ſecretary, who, ' tho": a Po; tugueſe by 
birth, was grown the Tyrant of his 
own country, through the imperiouſneſs 
wherewith he exercis d the power, which 
the vice-queen had plac'd in him. He 
was pleas d to be in love with my miſ- 
treſs; but what you will perhaps more 
wonder at is, that ſhe harken'd to his 
love as tho he had been a king, ſo much 
was her ambition ſooth'd by being be- 
lov'd by a man who had the ſupreme 
power in the kingdom. 

She doubted not but that Vaſconcellos 
purpos:d to marry her, but it was nor 
long before ſhe perceiv'd that he had other 
deſigns, and that he ſeek'd only to reckon 
her among the number of miſtreſſes, that 
the need every one ſtood in of him had 
ſo eaſily procur'd him. 

Her virtue ſeem'd to be too great to 
comply with ſuch defires as tended onl 
to het. diſhonour; and ſhe told me one 
day, that ſhe then hated Faſconcellos, as 
much as ſhe had appear'd complaiſant to 
him, while ſhe had hopes of becoming his 
wife. His wife! cryd I, in a great ſur- 
prize, how could you ever have ſuch a 
thought? Why not, replied ſhe, is there 
not pleaſure in being a miſtreſs, and would 

| any 
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any one have more credit in the kingdom 
than the wife of him who is the maſter of 


IT, | 

I reproach'd her for being fo baſe and 
ſelt-intereſted ; and ſhe ſaid, I muſt for- 
give her, ſince even in that, to be in a ca- 
pacity of doing me ſome good had been 

r chief aim. This compliment appeas d 
me a little, and I doubted not but that 
the ſcorn ſhe expreſs'd for my unworthy 
rival was as fincere as it ought to be 
after the diſcovery ſhe had made of the in- 
jurious opinion he had of her. Yet I heard 
from ſeveral hands, that it was affected, and 
that ſhe ſtill kindly entertain'd the ſecre- 
tary's viſits, and his preſents. Indeed, ſhe 
grew more expenſive than nſually, and 
having ask'd her, how her ſtock had in- 
creas'd, ſhe aſſur d me, it was out of the 
vice-queen's bounty. I was deaf to all 
the proots that were given me of the rea- 
lity of her intrigue with Yaſconcellos, and I 
continu'd to love her, with a reſpe& equal 
to my paſſion. 

In the mean while the conſpiracy broke 
out, in what manner every one knows; 
the conſpirators having made themſelves 
maſters of the city of Lisbon, ſeiz'd the 
vice-queen and archbiſhop of Bi aga. *IV/aſ- 
concellbs was ſtabb'd and thrown head- 
long out of a window, and the duke of 


Braganxa was four days after ne 
ng 
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king of Portugal. My hatred to Vaſcun- 
celos mov d me to aſſiſt thoſe who were or- 
der'd to murther him. We went to his 
chamber, at the door of which one of his 
clerk's oppoſing me, I kill'd him at a blow, 
and was the firſt that enter d. We could 
not find Yaſconcellos ; and while my com- 
rades were looking for him, I eſpyd a 
little cloſet, half open, wherein were ſome 
letters, which I rook, and, unperceiv'd, 
diſpos'd into my pockets. At length, after 
much ſecking, we heard he was hid in the 
wall of the room: we pull'd him out 
thence, and knowing me again, he con- 
jur d me for my miſtre(s's ſake to ſave his 
life; afluring me, I ſhould oblige her high- 
ly in doing it. I thought he had loſt his 
wits, to make me a compliment, he muſt 
needs imagine I would take as an affront, 
and was going to force a declaration out 
of his own mouth, to clear her innocency. 
Bur I had not that leiſure, for he had ſcarce 
{poke to me, when they threw him down 
into the ſirect, 

The tumult being appeas'd, and the 
city quiet, my next care was to read the 
letters I had found. They were moſt ſub- 
(crib'd by my unfaithful miſtrels, and but 
too plain arguments of her infamy. Some 
of them contain d an account of the plot, 
and I bleſsd my kind ſtars, that had 
directed thoſe letters to me, which had 


they 
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chey fallen 'into other hands, would cer- 
tainly have provd my undoing. I kept 
them, with a deſign to confound her, by 
letting her know thereby, how worthy 
ſhe was of my contempt and hatred. But 
I knew:not what was become of her, and 
thought ſhe migat have been confin'd 
with the vice-queen. At laſt I heard, that 
being a Portugueſe, ſhe was permitted to 
retire to one of her relations. 

It was at this relation's ſhe was 1n- 
form'd of the cruel puniſhment inflicted 
on Vaſconcellos. She was not miſtreſs of 
her ſelf upon hearing that news, either 
becauſe ſhe really loved the wretch, or 
elſe ſhe lamented the loſs of the money 
and preſents with which he uſed to pur- 
chaſe her favours. She was ſo regardlefs 
as to exclaim furiouſly againſt thoſe who 
had kill'd him, and even againit the new 
king, ſo that it was thought necetlary to 
ſecure her perſun. She was confin'd as an 
enemy againſt whom it was proper to be 
provided. 

I was inform'd of all this, and cer- 
tainly none ought to have been more in- 
ditterent than my ſelf on that account: 
yet I wiſhd with earneſtneſs to ſec her, 
that I might tax her with her baſeneſs 
and ingratitude. I fancy'd the hopes of 
being reveng'd were the only occaſion of 


that deſire, and little conſider d, 2 
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that my love was the chief motive, and 
that I was only willing to reproach. her, 
becauſe I could not forget her. 

I went to viſit her in her priſon, and 
ſhe ask'd me ſcornfully, whether it was 
by my order that ſhe was ns'd ſo ill? I 
anſwer'd, had it been ſo I ſhould but 
have diſcharg'd my obligations to her, 
ſince ſhe was guilty of a higher crime to 
me than any the government could charge 
her with; in ſaying which, I produc'd 
the letters I have ſpoke of, asking her, if 
ſhe knew that hand. She an{wer'd, with- 


out the leaſt ſurprize, that ſhe was not 
aſham'd to own them, ſince whether I 
knew it or io, Faſconcellos was her hus- 
band; and that ſhe would acknowledge 


none for her friends or lovers, but ſuch as 
would aſſiſt her in revenging his death. 
How great ſosver my vexation might be, 


to hear her talk thus, I had the power to 
conceal it, and continu'd ſhewing her the 


letters wherein ſhe had ſo baſely betray d 
the ſecret J had reveal'd to her. 
She told me, it was for my ſake ſhe 
had done it, and that ſhe never would 
forgive the ſecretary, who, inſtead of ma- 
ing uſe of the advices ſhe had given him, 
rely d upon the duke de Olivarez,, whoſe 
[lowneſs to prevent the evil had render'd 
it deſperate, I . her, deſiring 
to 
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as they might expect from the king of 
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to know how that diſcovery could be ad- 
vantagious to me; to which ſhe reply d, 
I muſt have but very little skill in ſtate 
affairs, not to ſee that the duke of Bra- 
ganza's election could never be approv'd 
by the other princes of the blood, to whom 
this new king could not, tho' he ſhould 
be willing, grve ſuch conſiderable employs 


Spain, who was a ſovereign prince of 
many kingdoms. 

Every thing this woman ſaid ought to very p 
have increaſed my indignation againſt her, W granted 
but chiefly ought I to have reſented her ¶ gcrous 


marrying my rival. But even that help'd Mact wha 


to juſtifie her; for I had rather hear ſhe her to. 
had made a match ſo much beneath het No b 
felf, than {uſpe& her of being guilty of 2 ſtrength 
ſhameful amour; and I found as ſhe ſpoke Mtraniport 
to me, my heart willingly yielded to her and hay 
arguments, and took her part againſt ber, that 
my ſelt. a lover 1 
I carry'd on my blindneſs ſo far, that 
T found ſome probability in what ſhe ſaid 
of the ill bottom which the new govern- 
ment ſtood on, and grew 1nclinable to 4 


revolt. But I did not then diſcover it to to pe 
her, and conti nud that converſation i een moi 
the ſame ſtrain I had begun. But it Hain d un 
impoſſible for a lover to conceal his weał- her woul, 


neſs, and in ſpite of my diffimulation, Her argum 


* 
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due perceiv'd the effects of her deluding 
words. | | 
I imagin'd the fight of her had-occa- 
ſion'd my folly, but her abſence could 
not cure it; for the thoughts of her mi- 


it not impoſſible for me to obtain her 
liberty. I ſued fax it, repreſenting that 


of paſſion, which had put her beſides 
her ſelf, and that ſhe was now grown 
very . penitent. My requeſt was caſily 
granted, and it was not thought dan- 
getous to releaſe a maid, too weak to 
dad what her paſſion or griet might prompt 
be! her to. 
er No better token can be given of the 
2 ſrength of my blinded love, than the 
ke tranſport I was in. I ran to the priſon, 
land having kindly reproach'd her, told 
her, that the better to let her know what 
a lover ſhe had been ungratetul to, I was 
ome to acquaint her, that thro' my means 
e was free. She was leſs careful to 
aank me, than to repeat what ſhe had 
already ſaid about the preſent government, 
and to perſuade me that my fortune had 
en more ſplendid, had Portugal re- 
ain'd under the Spaniſh dominion. Nei- 
her would I then let her know how far 
er arguments prevail 'd with me; but ha- 
N 2 ving 


ſery movd my compaſſion, and I judg d 


what the had ſaid. was ſpoke in a heat 
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5 X . * 
ving taken her out thence, carry d her to 


that relation at whoſe houſe ſhe had been = 0 > 
arreſted. * former 
J viſited her often, and perſiſted in loy- 8 


ing her with as much zeal, as it I never Y. 
had had any occaſion to complain of her. ; 


tishe | 
She ſeem'd alſo to have forgot her former though 
lover, and I dard nat make too ſtrict an me h: 
enquiry into the nature of the engagement _, | 01 
ſhe had had with him, leſt J ſhould thence 35 an) 
have a reaſon to hate her, for I was de- de Can 
termin'd to love, and it ſcemd not in my found 
power to do otherwiſe, What I now tell -. vair 
vou is not co my praiſe, but I am unwil continu 
ling to diſguiſe any thing, and love daily tamely 
cauſes ſuch blindneſs and weakneſs as * 
nere take notice of. and we 
She had not been long out of her con under 2 
ſinement, when I perceiv d the duke W Having 
Camino, whoſe name I ſhall not concelly me ot. 
ſince his misfortune is ſo publickly know! triving, 
viſited her aſſiduouſly enough to ma and 
me fear him as a rival. The marquis WF That t 
Vila Real, father to that duke was neati head of 
related to me, as we were all three toti the dul 
new king. ; perſons 
I did not at firſt expreſs my jealo ces; add 
to my miſtreſs, but his viſits became! mitted i: 
frequent, and they took ſuch care to 1 a 
in private, that I could no longer der d to 


filent. She anſwer d me, that by diſc that ſhe 
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fing a ſecret to me, ſhe would diſcharge 
the obligation ſhe ow'd me for that I had 
formerly diſcover'd to her at the time of 
the conſpiracy of the duke of Braganza 3 
adding, ſhe did not do it ſo much to ſa- 
tice my jealouſie, as to inſpire me with 
thoughts worthy of my birth, and to let 
me have a ſhare in a glorious deſign 
then on foot, which concern'd me as much 
as any one. Then ſhe told me, the duke 
de Camino courted her, and that ſhe had 
found in him the noble ſentiments ſhe had 
in vain expected from me. 'In a word, 
continu'd ſhe, he does not, like you, fit 
tamely while don John enjoys a crown 
he has no better title to than any of you, 
and we ſhall ſhortly behold our country 
under the dominion of its lawful ſovereign. 
Having ſpoke theſe words, ſhe iutorm'd 
me of a conſpiracy, which was then con- 
triving, to aſſaſſinate don John and his queen, 
and re-eſtabliſh the Sani government. 
That the archbiſhop of Braga was the 
head of it, and the marquis de Villa Real, 
the duke de Camino, with ſeveral other 
perſons of the firſt quality, his accompli- 
ces; adding, I might, if I pleas'd, be ad- 
mitted into the ſociety. | 

I ask'd her, whether ſhe had been or- 
derd to tell me of it? ſhe ſaid, no; but 
that ſhe lov d me well enough to wiſh I 
N 3 ſhould 
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ſhould not be the only one of all my fa- 
mily, who had no hand in ſo noble and 
heroick an enterprize. Then I deſir'd her 
not to let them know ſhe had told me; ſay- 
ing, it was not that I retus'd being concern'd, 
but reſented their having done it with- 
out my knowledge. She reply'd, it was 
not too late, and that ſhe would perſuade 
the duke de Camino to diſcover it to 
me. | 
Being return'd home, I confider'd what 
I had beſt to do. My love would ſoon 
have determin'd it, had not the duke de 
Carino's prevented it; for the manner 
wierein ſhe had acquainted me with his 
paſſion, made me apprehenſive, leſt if 
the deſign ſucceeded , ſhe would have 
prefer d him before me, and I ſhould 
thus have contributed to my own unhap- 
pineſs. | 
But I perplex'd my ſelf to no purpoſe; 
for two days after we had this diſcourſe, 
the plot was diſcover'd by the archbi- 
ſhop's unadviſedneſs, who was ſo raſh as 
to ſend a pacquer to Spain, wherein was 
a very particular account of it, and a 
liſt of the conſpirators. They were all 
arreſted, and my name not being menti- 
on d, I was left at liberty, tho' the near 
relation I had to the marqueſs de Villa 
Real, and the inſtances I had made to 
7:06 pro- 
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procure my miſtreſs's liberty, gave grounds 
for ſuſpicion. She was ſeiz'd with the 
reſt, and the accuſations againſt her were 
ſo weighty and evident, that ſhe was con- 
demn'd to loſe her lite; but the queen, 
out of a particular favour, chang'd the 
puniſhment ſhe was liable to, into a per- 
petual impriſonment. The marqueſs de 
Villa Real and duke de Camino were be- 
headed, and the archbiſhop of Braga died 
tor grief in his priſon ; the reſt of tne 
accomplices ſuffered, and thus the whole 
deſign was fruſtrated. 

Altho' I was not in cuftody, I ſoon 
ſaw that I was ſtrictly obſerv'd, and 
fearing to be ſecured reſolvd to abſent 
my ſelt. Here you. will have an inſtance 
of my weakneſs, and of my talſe miſ- 
treſs's perfidiouſneſs. I had not the cou- 
rage to leave my native country, betore 
I had us'd my endeavours to deliver her 
out of her confinement, tho' the favours 
ſhe had granted to Luſconcellos, and her 
later engagement with the duke de Ca- 
mino, ought to have procur d her my 
ſcorn and hatred. But I thought by 
ſo convincing a proof of my aftection, 
to have oblig'd her to return it; and 
belides, my paſſion was indeed ſo ſtrong, 
that I expected no happineſs out ot her 


company ; and therefore took more care 
N 4 to 


| Ln | 
to find out means of favouring her e- 
ſcape than to (ſecure my own. 


It was in a convent that ſhe was 
kept priſoner; and I caus'd a note to be 
deliver'd to her, wherein J gave her no- 
tice, that at a certain time it ſhauld 
be ſet on fire in the corner next to 
her chamber, and that ſhe might, du- 
ring the buſtle, come to a wall I de- 
{cribd, on the other - fide of which I 
| ſhould be with a ladder, ready to throw 
it over, and thereby give her an oppor- 
tunity of ſaving her ſelt. 

I. was as good as my word, and my 
project having been put in execution, I 
came to the place appointed, where ha- 
ving tarry'd ſome time, I got up, and 
Jaw no body on the other ſide; however, 
I ſtaid there till the fire was over, when 
I went away heartily vex'd at my ill ſuc- 
ceſs. But my grief had been much grea- 
ter, had I known how I was prevented. 
The ungrateful lady, for whoſe ſake I had 
ventur d on this deſperate attempt, had no 
ſooner receiv'd my note, but ſhe ſent it to 
the queen, thinking by that ſeeming ge- 
neroſity to have gain'd her majeſty's eſ- 
teem, and the ecafier procur'd her own li- 
berty, The queen gave little heed to it, 
but, upon advice that the convent was 
on fire, ſhe ſent ſome guards to ſecure me 
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in caſe I ſhould be found at the place I 


had appointed. He who commanded them 
on purpoſe avoided me, for befides that he 
had a great kindneſs for me, he fear'd leſt 
my death, joyn'd to that of all my kin- 
dred, ſhould have occaſion'd new diſcon- 
tents, and conſidering that the govern- 
ment was not yet well eſtabliſh'd, thought 
he ought, for that time, to wave his obe- 
dience, ſince he might thereby at once 
oblige his friend, and ſerve his prince more 
effectually. 

The next morning he ſent me an ac- 
count of what had happen'd, and that all 
the reward which my miſtreſs had gain'd, 
was, that the queen had permitted her 
to take a nun's habit, if ſhe had an in- 
clination that way. Her treachery ſore- 
ly afflicted me, and I was at laſt con- 
vinc'd of my folly, in being thus obſtt- 
nately bent to love a woman ſo unwor- 
thy of my kindnels. | | 

In the mcan while, the aforeſaid note 
was a preſumption ſtrong enough to give 
orders to proceed ta my tryal ; ſeveral 
concurring circumſtances were brought 
in, to prove me concern d in the conſpi- 
racy of my relations, and upon the whole 
I was outlaw'd and my eſtate confiſca- 
ted. I have always believ'd, that they 


were not deſirous of having me appre- 
N 5 hended 


2 „ 
hended ; for had any ſearch been made, 


I ſhould ſoon have been found out; but 


it is very likely, that my abſence was 
rather wiſh'd for than my death. 

I was fo depreſsd with grief, that I 
took no care to ſeek for a refuge in 
foreign courts; and hearing my miſ- 
treſs had accepted the queen's favour and 
taken the veil, I was weak enough to 


think of imitating her. I have fince en- 


deavour'd to enter into ſeveral monaſte- 
ries under a fictitious name, but none 
would receive me. I was at Rome, and 
at Paris, where I continu'd ſome time 
with the ſame deſign ; but ſeeing I could 
not ſucceed, I at laſt came hither, where 
I have led this life above theſe fix years. 


The Portugueſe having ended his ſtory, 
I remark'd every thing I had to obje& a- 
gainſt the paſſages which moſt ſurprized 
me, and which [I forbore taking notice of 
*ill now for fear of interrupting him, for 
in truth I could ſcarce believe him to be 
the perſon he repreſented himſelf to be, 
and concluded with my ſelf if he was 
ſuch an one, he was out of his wits. 

I confels it was no ſmall ſatisfaction 
to me to meet with a man who had 
more madly doated on women than my 
ſelf. I afterwards ſaw him very often, 


and 
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and underſtood, that, wearied with his 
condition, he was ſolliciting for a par- 
don and to be once more poſſeſs d of 
his eſtate ; but that he was afraid one 
thing would hinder it, which was, that 
having not been heard of ſince his lea- 
ving Portugal, every one there thought 
him dead; and his ſufferings having made 
a great alteration in him, he might be 
taken for an impoſtor. . 

But I endeavour'd to rid him of that 
ſcruple, which did not appear to me to 
be ſo inſuperable as he imagin' d. He 
told me, he believ d his miſtreſs was dead, 
and I made uſe of that as a reaſon to 
encourage him in his deſign. I was much 
more moderate in his company than a- 
lone; for then reflecting on my former 
adventures, I thought my misfortunes 
at leaſt equal to his. 

I was but little mov'd at what he 
would have made me fear, that in caſe 
I ſhould renounce the world, I ſhould 
keep up no better than himſelf the teſolu- 
tions and reliſh of a retreat ; and I could 
not forbear telling him, after the man- 
ner of thoſe who know nothing of the 
inconveniencies of an eternal ſolitude , 
that if I ſhould ever make one ſtep, 
nothing ſhould ever draw me back; ſo 
great is the preſumption of vain, 1g- 
norant 


„ 
norant men, who rely on their owh ſtrength, 
for what they can only expect, but from 
God's eſpecial mercy. 

With the like arrogance did I fancy my 
conſtancy could be greater than that of 
the Portugueſe, whoſe irreſolution I pity'd. 
But indeed my hour was not yet come; 
and the deſire I had of a retreat, was 
only grounded on lazineſs and diſguſt, the 
natural conſequences of an unfortunate and 
unquiet lite; which, no doubt, was the rea- 
{on why I was not more ſtedfaſtin my pur- 
poles. God grant, J may now with more 
firmneſs effect, in my latter age, what 
I had reſolv'd on in my blooming years. 
'The truth is, I would have built a houſe 
before I had laid any foundation; for 
without any knowledge of the chief points 
of my religion, or the foregoing practice 
of a virtuous life, I would on a ſudden 
have turn'd faint ; and being wholly ta- 
ken up. with this deſign, I took my leave 
of the hermit, and finding my ſelf pret- 
ty weli in health took poſt from Bay- 
oune directly for Paris; defiring, before I 
enter'd into a religious ſtate, ro conſult 
my Carmelite, or rather, that ſhe ſhould 
applaud my intentions, which my vanity 
made me conccive as very praiſe-wor- 


thy. 
This 
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This illuſtrious woman, much better 
acquainted than my ſelf with the con- 
ditions and requiſites of a true retreat, 
exhorted me to undergo a ſtate of pro- 
bation for ſometime before I ſhould 
declare my intentions, and to place my 
ſelf, without letting any one know of 
ir, under the conduct of a father ſhe 
would name to me, who might judge 
if God calld me to retirement. I was 
trightned at the preparations which ſhe 
told me were neceſſary, before I ſhould 
expole my ſelf a publick ſpectacle of 
ſo great an alteration, I was againſt 
deterring it, and what gave me the 
greateſt pleaſure, was my giving the peo- 
ple occaſion to ſay, I had done an heroick 
action in giving my ſelf up to ſoli- 
rude, . | 
Tho' I did not explain my thoughts 
to her ſo naturally as I conceiv'd them, 
ſhe nevertheleſs perceiv d I was not pre- 
pared for ſuch a lite, and told me plain- 


ly, that I ought not to think of it, un- 


leſs I found I had courage enough to 
conceal my ſelf for ſix months in ſome 
place, where I ſhould have no other 
employment than to examine in the pra- 


ctice of repentance what God required 
ot me, 


It 
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It was happy for me, infatuated as I 
then was, to have conſulted one of ſo 
ſound and ſo piercing a judgment as 
her's; for how many others might I have 
met with, who would have induc'd me 
to have taken a different courſe ; and 
who, by the imprudence of a glory I had 
not been able to ſuſtain, would have had 
me engag d where I could not have per- 
ſever'd ? 

When ſhe ſaw it was againſt my incli- 
nation to ſubmit to ſuch conditions and 
exerciſes as ſhe thought abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary, ſhe ſaid, I ought to regard the de- 
fire I had embrac'd of fo ſuddenly renoun- 
cing the world, as a temptation of idle- 
neſs and lazineſs, that it was not what 
God required of me; but only, that 1 
ſhould avoid every thing which might 
turn me from the duties of my religion, 
and that I ſhould ſeriouſly apply my ſelf 
to thoſe of my condition and birth, by 
fixing in the army, and ending at laſt the 
wandring life I had hitherto led. She 
further told me, that I was in a better 
condition than ever to lead a regular life, 
by reaſon of my having been abſent from 
Paris two years, where being but very 
little known, it was eaſy for me to appear 
immediately for ſuch an one as I purpos'd 
to be hereatter ; that is, for a man of ho- 
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nour and virtue. I follow'd her counſels, 
and gave over the thoughts of quitting 
the world. 

But being, by her advice, enter'd into 
a religious houſe for a few days, that I 
might the more undiſturb'd employ my 
ſelt in repenting me of my former errors, 
and in an unfeign'd devotion I found in 
their library a volume of Abelard's letters. 
I read them with the greater curioſity, 
having ſeen ſome of them in Spain; for I 
had forgot to take notice, that notwith- 
ſtanding my having been very much buſi- 
ed otherways, I ever had an inclination 
for books. I found in reading theſe let- 
ters, ſuch a reſemblance between Heloiſe 
and my Carmelite ; the delicacy with 
which Abelard had lov'd her, ſeem'd to 
me ſo like the love I had for that my firſt 
miſtreſs, that this love revivd again in 
my heart, with greater fire than ever, ſo 
that I thought I ſhould have ran diſtrac- 
red, | wit 
I had but a glimpſe of her face ſince 
my return from Hain, and ſhe had then 
appear'd ſo handſome, that the idea of 
her beauty, always preſent to my mind, 
inflam'd my deſires, and I was ſenſible I 
had never lovd with more- paſſion and 
tenderveſs, I dwelt wholly on theſe 
thoughts, and my only pleaſure was, to 
view 


/ 
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view my heart in the deſcription Abelard 
made of his own. I imagin'd the ill 
ſucceſs of all my former amours, was a 
judgment on me for leaving the only per- 
ſon I had ever really lov'd. I often reflec- 
ted that ſhe was my wife, and that all the 
law in the world treed her from an obli- 
gation ſhe could not lawfully have taken 
upon her ſelf, _ 

Thus was I taken up with theſe frivo- 
lous thoughts; and certainly never was 
a paſſion at once more violent and un- 
happy than that which I felt my ſelf poſ- 
ſeſs d with at theſe fatal ideas; for after 
all, it was to no purpoſe to repreſent 
to my ſelf this illuſtrious woman as my 
wife, I was fully ſenfible that there 
was not the leaſt probability of with- 
drawing her from the ftate ſhe had en- 
gag d in, and I found my ſelf ſo much 
the more unhappy as I lov'd her without 


hope. | 
= often did I repent me of my com- 
plaiſance in ſuffering her to take that ha- 
bit! as I never felt any thing like the love 
which then poſſeſs d me, I was ſenfible 
that love was never extinguiſh'd in my 
heart; and that it I had appear'd to be 
engag d to ſo many others, it was only 
by way of amuſement ; bur the time was 
now come, when I could no longer de- 
ceive 
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ceive my ſelf; and had I had a thouſand 
lives I would have given them to have 
been in the ſtate I formerly was with her, 
when my love was oppos'd only by an 
imaginary decorum. | 

Its violence robb'd me of eaſe and reſt, 
I ſpent whole nights in writing lerters to 
her, which I burnt in the morning; not 
daring to acquaint her with my ſenti- 
ments. However, I at laſt reſolv'd to 
tell her of my {utterings, and made her a 
viſit with that deſign. 248 

As ſoon as I heard the ſound of her 
voice, I found the violence of my paſſion 
redoubled, and I was ſo ſtruck that I 
could not ſay one word to her. She 
ſpoke to me without our ſeeing each other, 
yet ſhe was ſenſible of my diſorder. She 
ask'd me, what I ail'd, and falling on 
my knees, I conjur'd her to hear me 
without offence, Then I diſcoverd the 
violence of my love, begging of her by all 
the reaſons I could alledge, at leaſt to 
commiſerate the ſad condition I was in. 

She yielded her attention, and only in- 
terrupted me with ſighs; and after I had 
given over ſpeaking, I found ſhe wept, 
and could ſcarce pronounce a word. I 
delird to know of her what gave her 
ſuch concern: ſhe was ſome time without 


replying to me; but at laſt did thus ex- 
preſs 
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preſs her ſelf. I muſt confeſs with ſhame 
that I am movd, and give too much 
way to the plealing news, that you can 
love me ſtill : tis true, that ſince the mo- 
ment I have known you, my thoughts of 
you have ever been the {ame ; not ab- 
ſence, nor my vows, could ever deſtroy, 


nor time deface that charming dear idea; 


with jealouſy and grief I have ſeen you 
engagd to other women, and do ſtill doat 
on you with the tenderneſs J ever did. 
She ſtopp'd, and I was ſciz'd with un- 
ſpeakable raptures; but the dreadful 
thought of the condition ſhe was in, and 
the invincible impediments which oppos d 
my bliſs, ſoon damp'd my forward joy. 


Ah then, ſaid I, ſince we ever lov'd each 


other, why did we thus deprive our ſelves 
of thoſe ſweets we might together have 
enjoy dl what is there then no hope? 
oh! were you half as willing as my ſelf, 
there are no ties ſhould keep us aſunder. 
Here ſhe ſtopp'd my diſcourſe, begging 
we not to entertain theſe idle thoughts, 
but to ſacrifice to the almighty, as ſhe had 
done, a paſſion contrary to his commands; 
ſhe told me too, ſhe found her death drew 
near, and by a ſecret warning, was ad- 
moniſh'd to prepare for it. 
' My ſadneſs at theſe words was ſuch, 
as I cannot expreſs, and I defir'd her to 
interceed 
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interceed with heaven, that ſince we 
might not live together, I ſhould at leaſt 
die ſoon after her. This converſation la- 
fed ſome hours, and was the laſt I had 
with her; for tho' in a ſeeming good 
health, ſhe had no ſooner left me, but 
was taken with à violent fever, and a ſhort 
while after departed this life : I endea- 
vourd all I could to viſit her once more, 
and often entreated a nun ſhe lov'd to 
ſpeak to her for me; but my Carmelite 
pray d her to ſuffer her to forget me and 
all the world, that ſhe might think of 
God alone. 

Then ſhe defir'd her to aſſure me, that 
ſne died with the ſame affection for me 
ſhe ever had; and never mention'd me 
any more, only ſometimes reflecting on 
the gifts of divine providence to her : ſhe 
implor'd heaven to be as merciful to me; 
and I doubt not but it is to her prayers I 
ſtand indebted for having liv'd to an age, 
when I may reflect on my former wan- 
drings. 

I ſhall not undertake to deſcribe my 
affliction : the reader may well imagine 1t 
was not ſmall, for ſhe died when my love 
was rais'd to its higheſt pitch. 

I reſolv'd to follow the good counſels 
ſhe had given me; and at once inform d 


my brother with my return, and _ wr 
ca 
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lead a better life. I was fill'd with the 
beſt deſires in the world; but the ſequel 
of my hiſtory will ſhew, that I kept not my 
reſolutions, and will afford as odd adven- 
tures as thoſe I have already related; 
which will, I believe, be read with a 
greater pleaſure, fince with the hiſtory of 
my own follies will be intermix'd the 


moſt remarkable events of the time in 
which I liv'd, and in which I had fo 


great a part as to be able to give a good 


account ot them, yet without prejudicing 
any perſon, for I ſhall always take that 
precaution. | 
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T my return from Spain, I found 
A 9 every thing in a better diſpoſi- 
Sf tion than I expected for my fa- 

- vourable reception at court : 
my brother was made marſhal de camp, 
at the promotion of the marſhals de Aug- 
non, Palluau, and Micſſans, and it hap- 
pen'd that I contributed not a little to 
his intereſt in the queen and the cardinal. 
Twas very well known that J had follow'd 
the prince of Conde ; but the queen only 
knew the commiſſion he had given me to 
execute at the court of Madrid. She had 
often upbraided my brother with it; yet 
he neglected to inform me of her reproaches, 
either for that he had reaſons to keep me 
ſtill on the prince's (ide, or that hearing 
of my extravagancies, he did not think 
there was any like linood of my ſubſiſting 
in France in ſuch difficult times. Bur 
when 
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when he ſaw I was come to my ſelf, and 
was unwilling to loſeany more time, he 
gave me the beſt advice he could upon 
every thing I had to do, and finding I was 
ready to follow his inſtructions, he went 
to wait upon the queen, and inform'd her 
that he had oblig'd me to leave the prince, 
and that I had been very inſtrumental in 
perſwading the prince of Conti and madam 
de Longuevile to accept of the pardon. 
Theſe two articles were intirely falſe, and 
the latter not only untrue, but improba- 
ble; I never had any particular acceſs to 
the prince of Conti, and very far from ha- 
ving contributed to his return to court, I 
never heard till I came to Paris that he 
inclind to it; nor that madam the prin- 
ceſs, and her ſon the duke of Enguien were 
departed for Bruſſels. But it 1s not al- 
ways neceflary towards making one court 
to have done real ſervices ; it ſuffices to 
make one's felt of ſome conſideration, 
and to attribute to one's ſelf, in order to 
pleaſe the great men, the ſucceſs of every 
thing that they deſire ; the queen without 
examining whether what my brother ſaid 
was true or not, ſo paſſionately deſir'd 
that the prince of Conti ſhould quit the 
party of the rebels, and marry the car- 
dinal's niece, that ſhe receivd me, as if 
it had been to me alone that ſhe was 
oblig'd for thoſe two things. 

My 
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My brother ſeeing her majeſty gave in- 
to the deceit, that he might not be 
caught in a falſity, thought it convenient 
that I ſhould appear to be very well with 
the prince of Conti, and ſent me to Bour- 
deaux, from whence he was not yet re- 
mov'd. He found out a pretence for my 
journey thither, and recommended. me to 
the prince's chief favourite, acquainting 
him, that having ſome buſineſs at Bour- 
deaux, I could not avoid paying my duty 
to his highneſs, and deſiring him to intro- 
duce me. 

The prince of Conti, who was as fond 
of the peace and the match as the queen, 
ask'd me a hundred queſtions about what 
paſt at Paris; and I anſwered him ſo much 
to his ſatisfaction, that he open'd himſelf 
to me, and diſcover'd the extream deſire 
he had to pleaſe her majeſty ; and I took 
hold of this opportunity to concern my 
{clf in their reconciliation, and thus on 
a ſudden I was in a condition to juſtify 
what my brother had ſaid of me; and 
fully inſtructed in the prince's intentions, 
came back to court, where I told the 
queen ſo many particulars of my nego- 
tiations with him, that ſhe was confirm'd 
in her belief that twas by my means 
that both the prince and his ſiſter were 
ſo willing to make their peace with * N 
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This imaginary ſervice contributed more 

to my fortune than if I had conſtantly 
continu'd in France, I perceiv'd by the 
ſucceſs of this artifice, that my brother 
was a perfect courtier, and knew the 
chief ſecret of ſucceeding in a court is 
to value one's ſelf to purpoſe, and lye 
boldly. 
The queen ordered that I ſhould have 
a commiſſion to raiſe a regiment; but my 
brother repreſenting to her that the charge 
would be too great for my pocket, ſhe 
gave me one that became vacant by the 
death of ———,who was kilfd at the 
battle of Bordili, in the marſhal Hoquin- 
court's army. 

The prince of Conti, whom I left at 
Pezenas, came to Paris in February ; the 
cardinal met him ſeveral miles out of the 
City, took him into his coach, and car- 
ryd him to the Len vre, where five or fix 
days after he marry'd his niece. Tho' 
it was not above two or three months 
fince my return, I found my ſelf already 
engag'd in a new intrigue. 

At the time when my deſign of retiring 
out of the world ran moſt in my head, I 
underſtood one of the higheſt magiſtrates 
in the kingdom had laid down his offices 
and employments, and liv'd retir'd in a 
houſe which he had built adjoyning to a 


monaſtry in the neighbourhood of Paris: 
this 
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This perſon had been more than a year 
in this retirement, which was talk'd of as 
one of the moſt heroick actions of the 
age; every body went out of curioſity to 
ſce him, and none was more curions than 
my ſelf in ſuch a matter. Whatever flatter d 
my intentions of renouncing the world 
pleas d me; and I did not doubt but the 
example ard converſation of this man, 
wou'd confirm me in my thoughts of re- 


tirement. i 
J viſited him, told him what I intended, 


and he at firſt commended me; yet when 


we were grown better acquainted, he in- 
genuouſly confeſs'd, that if what he had 
tone was to do again, he would never re- 
tire with ſo much noiſe; that of all deſigns 
à man could undertake, it was the moſt 
difficult, and that it generally made peo- 
ple uncaſy, yet nevertheleſs he would con- 
:inue in the courſe of life he was enter'd 
into, but would never adviſe any one to 
jmitate him. 

His reaſons againſt ſolitude did not 
woigh with me ſo much as his example, 
and the change it had wrought in him. Be- 
tore his retreat, he was famous for his wit 
and politeneſs ; and ſince, he did not ſhew 
either of thoſe qualities. He buſied him- 
elf wholly about trifles, to place his desk 


and cuſhion right, or to ſet an image or a 


picture in a proper light was his chicteſt 
employ- 


Z —;˙5..— Ü—— ——_—_ ꝙ—— 3 — 
— — — 


—— — u — 


— — T T——— — — — 
—ññ— v— | : 
— —_—_—— —— — — — — a — — 
— 2 . —— — a 
— ws 
- 


—— — — —— —_ > ——— 
— — wr eo 
_— — — T ——xĩů — — — 
” = 
> = 
—_ E 
— 


—— — 


- » emo — Fore ooes 
— 


8 - — 
———ù—äͤaͥmmñ —— ꝰꝙ Am 2 — wow 
— — — — 2 + wa. 7 


[ 290 ] 
employment; he grew -peeviſh and diffi- 
cult to be pleas'd ; in ſhort, he had learnt 
all the ill qualities of perſons that live 
out of the world. He perceiv'd himſelf 
that he was chang d for the worſe, and he 
was extreamly mortify'd at it. He ſaid, 
ſolitude was the cauſe of the alteration in 
his temper and manners, and he ſhould 
have reaſon to be very ſorry for his entring 
into it, if he did not hope that God would 
accept of it as an agreable ſacrifice, He 
wilh'd for death as the end of all his 
troubles ; and I could eaſily perceive, that 
had he not been more afraid of cenſure, 
than he was in love with vertue, he would 
not long have kept to his retirement, 
Amidſt all his diſquiets, there appear'd in 
him a great many vertuous principles ; 
and I was ſatisfied that however he re- 
pented of his undertaking ſo difficult an 
attempt, yet he was a very good man: 
perhaps too he was ſo much the more holy 
as the life he had embrac'd leſs ſuited with 
his nature: however it might be, I fear d 
mcre than ever a ſanctity ſo painful, an 
reſoly'd never to engage in it. 

But after all I muſt own freely, that nei- 
ther the difficulties of the enterprize,nor this 
magiſtrate's arguments, prevail'd with me ſo 
much to lay aſide all thoughts of reti- 
ring, as the views I had of mending my 


fortune by the favour of the queen 
While. 
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While I had no proſpe& of getting any 
thing at court, I was very hot upon re- 
treating to a cell, and burying my cares 
in a monaſtery ; but as ſoon as I was put 
at the head of a regiment, I again be- 
gan to reliſh the vanity and the life of 
the world; and all that had been told me 


concerning the difficulties of a retir'd life, 


ſeem'd to me to be an unanſwerable rea- 
ſon for my leading another. "Twas this 
which convincd me, that diſgraces are 
the moſt common ways God makes ule 
of to engage men to a ſolitary lite, and 
that it is very rare to ſee men who are 
happy in the world, take a reſolution to 
quit it. 

I did not tell the ſtory of this gentle- 
man's retreating, purely to uſher in theſe 
reflections ; it was becauſe at a viſit I made 
him, an inclination was rais'd in me which 
had yet more power to engage me again 
in the world, than the tavour of the queen, 
or the councils of the magiſtrate. 

One day then that I went to ſee him, 
I found with him ſeveral ladies, whoſe 
curiolity had led them to his ſolitude. 
Among them there was one of the queen's 
maids of honour, whoſe beauty and ad- 
ventures had been much talk'd of. The 
duke of Guiſe had for eight years been in 
love with her, and would have married 
ner: for this purpoſe he went to Rome to 

Q 2 pro- 


[ 292 ] 


procure a diſpenſation from his holineſs to 
divorce his firſt wife. In Htaly he engag d 
hiniſelf in the expedition of Naples; where 
he was taken by the Spainards, and ſent 
priſoner into Spain, His amours were as 
well known as his misfortunes, and when 
TI was at Madrid, 1 heard him openly ſpeak 
of the miſtreſs he left in France, whom I 
had either never ſeen, or quite forgotten, 
having liv'd moſt part of my time out of 
the kingdom, | 

I ſaw her at the viſit Iam ſpeaking of, and 

had an opportunity to converſe with her 
that day, not only in a walk which took 
up great part of the afternoon, bur alſo 
all along the road, for I came back to 
Paris with her. She knew I had ſeen the 
duke of Guiſe in my travels; ſhe was al- 
ſo inform'd of that prince's inconſtancy 
while he was abroad; and our converſa- 
tion ran wholly on him and his intrigues. 
I took not much pains to juſtifie the duke; 
I was not then well pleas'd with him, and 
began to conceive ſuch {ſentiments of his 
miſtreſs, that I ſhould not have been ſorry 
if ſhe had prov'd unfaithful to him. 

It would not have been to require of 
her a matter that would have coſt her 
much; for what obligation ſoever ſhe had 
to the duke of Guiſe, for a paſſion which 
had expos'd him to ſo many accidents, 
and ſot whom he had ſhew'd fo ro 

able 
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able a conſtancy, yet ſhe had not forborn” 
to liſten to others. The duke of Candale 
made his addreſſes to her as ſoon as ſhe ap- 
ear d at court, and in a little time left 
her, for a lady with whom he made an 
acquaintance in a journey to Avignon. 
Then the duke of Guiſe, and the marqueſs 
de Villequier, at once fell in love with her, 
and were ſo little jealous of one another, 
that inſtead of quarrelling, they kept a 
very good correſpondence, animating one 
# another to render ſervices to their miſtreſs; 
and agreed between themſelves, to have 
no other diſpute about her, but who could 
love, and who could ſerve her belt. They 
carried this new way of diſputing for a 
miſtreſs ſo far, as to endeavour to be 
kill'd for her ſake; and every body ſaid, 
that at the ſiege of Dixmudy, their emmu- 
lation to ſurpaſs each other in the moſt da- 
ring enterprizes expos'd them to a thou- 
ſand perils. Vilequier was firſt weary of 
this kind of gallantry, and the duke re- 
main'd without a rival in his amour. His 
miſtreſs had manag d her ſelf ſo, that ſhe 
had conceiv'd hopes of charming the duke 
of Or leaus, and indeed the duke ſhew'd 
an inclination chat way, but it ſoon va- 
niſh'd; for he was more inconſtant than 
Villequier, and he applying himſelf to anc- 
ther maid of honour, the duke de Guiſe 
once more had the pleaſure to have the. 
Q 3 lady 
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lady to himſelf. Not long after he went 
to Rome; and as his main deſign in throw- 
ing himſelf into Naples was to marry her 
as ſoon as he was maſter of the city, ſo 
when he thought the town was his own, 
he ſent a procuration to a perſon to marry 
her by proxy in his name, as if he had 
been a ſovereign. His vanity was laughed at 


by every body; and being taken priſoner 


ſocn atter, he was forcd to put off his 
marriage to another time. While he was 
in priſon, the prince of made his 
court to his miſtreſs: ſhe perceiving the 
prince was not of a humour to love long 
in a place, was ſo cunning as to turn the 
paſſion he had for her to the' duke of 
Guiſe's advantage, and engage him to ſo- 
licite for his liberty. In truth, 'twas ge- 
nerally believd, that it was at this 
prince's requeſt that the queen obtain d of 
her brother the king of Spain to ſuffer 
the duke to return to Fance. This impor- 
tant ſervice made his miſtreſs the more 
dear to him, ard he lov'd her with 
greater paſſion than ever when I reſolv'd 
to endeavour to gain her good graces : 
my inclinations at firſt determin'd me to 
it, but afterwards obſerving that the lady 
was not ſo far engag'd with the duke 
but ſhe would hearken to me, I rejoyc'd 
at this opportunity to revenge my ſelf of 


him for the ill turns he play'd me in Pair. 
| I made 
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I made haſt to acquaint her of my loves 
and being receiv'd by her very favburably, 
I began to grow vain; for I was every 
way inferior to the duke of Guiſe, and 
twas no ſmall pleaſure to me to think 1 
was pretcrr d to a perſon of his quality and 
merit; but my vanity again deceiv d me. 
The lady did not liften to me with any 
other intention than to hide an intrigue 
which ſhe had with a man of whom ſhe 


was ſcandalouſly fond, as mach below 


je as I was below the duke. He was a 
citizen's ſon, and deſcended from a Carrier 
ot Orleans : he was handſome, but all 
his merit conſiſted in his ſhape. 

I knew nothing of her amour, and was 
jor ſo inquiſitive as to find it out: the 
duke of Guiſe himſelf firſt told me of it. 
We ſaw one another often in Spain, and 
our converſing together there had given us 
an aſſiduity to each other, common to 
perſons that grow acquainted abroad, 
waen they meet at home. The duke one 
day made me a confidence of his miſtreſs's 
infidelity : he told me he had diſcover d 
that ſhe lov'd a fellow whom he intended 
to have whipt. Having no knowledge of 
her love for the citizen, it entred into my 
thoughts that the duke meant me, and 
that I was the very man of whom he 
talk'd ſo contemptuouſly. I anſwer'd ſul- 
lenly, I wonder'd to hear him talk ſo; 
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and that the perſon whom he threatned 
with the laſh might perhaps be a man 
able enough to teach him to be more mo- 
derate. | 

Never was man more amaz'd than the 
duke of Gniſe at what I ſaid to him: he 
ask'd what I meant by it? and what inte- 
reſt J had in the raſcal? ſtill thinking my 
ſelf to be the perſon he treated ſo ſcorn- 


fully, I reply'd in the ſame tone as before, 


I would meet him with my ſword in 
hand, and let him know that a gentleman 
was not to be us'd at that rate. The duke 
laught heartily at theſe words, asking me 
if I was grown mad? I at laſt perceived 
my error, and finding I was miſtaken, I 
laught as heartily as he did; and told 
him, I talk'd ſo only to hear what he 
would ſay. This anſwer did not ſatisſie 
him; 'twas in vain for me to proteſt I was 
all the while in jeſt ; the duke however left 
me without having the matter further ex- 
plain'd. 

This converſation made the duke believe 
that I was his rival's confident : he told 
my brother of it, and he gave me to un- 
deritand who the man was the duke ſpoke 
to me about: I then ſaw that my miltake 
was the moſt whimſical and unfortunate 
that could have happend. My miſtreſs 
was in love with a perſon unworthy of 


her, and I was thought to be concern'd in 
the 
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the amour, and to be the confident of ſoſcan- 
dalous an intrigue. I aflur'd my brother 
I was wholly a ſtranger to the man, and 
ſo far from aſſiſting him, that I would be 
the firſt that ſhould revenge the duke of 
Guiſe on his rival, and, it he pleas'd, fight 
him to chaſtiſe his inſolence. My bro- 
ther reply'd 'twas enough; that he would 
andeceive the duke, and that I ſhould do 
well not to meddle in the matter, nor ſee 
his miſtreſs more. I promis'd to do as he 
would have me, though at the ſame time 
I reſolv'd the quite contrary; and whe- 
ther or no he had ſome ſuſpicion that 1 
diſſembled with him, I that day had or- 
ders to go to my regiment, which was in 
Flanders : T was oblig d to obey. The prince 
of Conti had befieg'd Arras, and the king's 
army was drawn together to oblige him 
to raiſe the ſiege. I went away without 


ſeeing the duke of Guiſe or his miſtreſs, 


aud was heartily vext that I had not an 
opportunity to undeceive the duke, nor to 
revenge my ſelf on that faithleſs woman. 

I was ſcarce come to my regiment, when 
I receiv'd a long letter from her, in which 
ſhe complain'd of we for telling the duke 
of Guiſe of the intrigue between her and 
me. She inform'd me that the duke had 
inſulted her upon it; and that ſhe ſhould 
be forc'd to take ſhelter at a friend's houſe 
im Guicaue to avoid being worſe treated 
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by him. She accus'd me as the cauſe of 
all her misfortunes, afluring me however 
that ſhe ſtill lov d me enough to long to 
ſee me; adding, if Thad the leaſt conſidera- 
tion for her, I would not now abandon 
her, but follow her to Guienne, whither 
ſhe was going, taking the road by the 
Loire. 

This letter touch'd me, and I could 
not bear that ſhe ſhould charge me with 
doing her diflervices in her amour with the 
duke of Guiſe: I had well nigh refolvd to 
depart immediately, to clear my ſelf of 
theſe accuſations ; and had certainly rode 
directly after her, had not the remem- 
brance of the intrigue, which I was told 
the had with the perſon the duke of Guiſe 
rail d againſt, reſtrain'd me. I was wil- 
ling to be ſatisſied on that affair before 
I rock ſach a journey; I wrote her word, 
that I had never ſpoke of her to that 
prince; and if he was angry with her, was 
only on account of the citizen whom ſhe 
entertaind: I namd the man, and gave 
her an exact relation of all that I had 
heard about him and her, proteſting if 
Me could juſtiſie her ſelf in that matter, 
1 would leave all things to wait upon 
her. 

I receivd no anſwer; and a little while 
aiterwisrds I underſtood how ſhe and the 
duke of Guiſe came to fall out. The duke 
| happend 
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happen'd to light upon ſome of his tival's 
letters and was ſo exaſperated at it, that he 
not only us d her ill, but commenc'd a ſuit 
againſt her, In this extremity ſhe had 
recourſe to the marſhal ö and the 
marſhal 4 ——— her old lovers, who gave 
her a guard to convoy her to Guienne, 
accompanying her themſelves part of the 
way. Her engagement with the citizen 
was ſo ſtrong, ſhe could not part from 
him. The fellow follow'd her in a diſ- 
guiſe : the paſſion the marſhal de 
had formerly for her rekindled this jour- 
ney; and having been inform'd, that the 
duke of Guſe was jealous of no body 
but me, he had no ſuſpicion of her real 
lover, whom he ſaw every day without the 
leaſt miſtruſt ; at laſt he was convinc'd of 
her falſhood, and treated her as roughly 
as the duke had done; which oblig'd her 
to leave France, and retire to Bruſſels. 
The duke of Guiſe went on board the 
fleet which he commanded, and beſieg'd 
Caſtellamare in the kingdom of Naples. 

'Tis plain the young gentlewoman 
would have had me come to her to Gui- 
enne, for nothing but to confirm a report 
which ſhe had ſpread that I was the 
only rival the duke of Guiſe could charge 
her with; and this artifice ſhe hop d 


# would conceal the true cauſe of her quar- 


rel with him; by which means ſhe might 
without 
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without ſcandal . continue to ſee and to 
love her dear citizen : I have good rea- 
ſon to bclieve this was all ſhe meant by 
inviting me to come to her; and rwas 
very well for me that my duty call'd me 
ſo far from ſuch an unfaithful creature; 
but it was ordaind that I ſhould always 
be blind and eaſy, and I could not reſiſt 


the letters ſhe wrote me upon her being 


compeil'd to quit her own country. I did 
not receive them till the campaign was 
over, in which there had an accident fal- 
len out which ought to have open'd my 
eyes, and make me more cautious chan I 
Was, to avoid the rocks and ſhelves that 
lovers are too apt to run upon. 

There was never a more glorious cam- 
paign; monſieur the prince was forc'd in 


his lines, and oblig'd to raiſe the ſiege of 


Arras. Monſicur de Trenne, to whom 
the glory of the action was chiefly owing, 
laid ſiege co Qu, ui J follow'd him thi- 
ther, and our army having made them=- 
felves maſters ot the place, I join'd the 
marſhal de la Firte, who kept the field till 
the latter end of Nye. My brother 
fervd under him, and by his orders be- 
ſieged Clermont iu Argaut : ard the mar- 
ſhal commanied me to ſerve with my re- 
giment in this enterprize. 

Among my captains, there was one 


who having been a private ſoldier a long 


time, 
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time, by his good ſervices had got a com- 
pany : he was an excellent officer, and 
his age and experience deſerv'd, I thought, 
ſome diſtinction from the reſt of lis fellow- 
officers. My deference for him gain'd his 
eſteem for me. He ſeem'd to be out of 
humour ail the campaign ; and I ofren 
exami:'d him concerning the occaſion of 
it. After we had caken Clermont, the ar- 
my being about to be put into winter- 
quarters, the old captain came to me one 
morning, ard beg'd me to procure him a 
paſsport for him to go to Spain or Eng- 
land; ſince, as he told me, he could not 
ſtay in Fance without running the risk 
of being hang' d, for that he ſhould be 
proſecuted for a capital crime; and if he 
was condemn d, there was no hope of par- 
don. TI preſt him to tell me what it was: 
he excusd himſelf for a good while, at 
laſt he confelt he had kill'd his wife. He 
had hopes, he ſaid, that the murder would 
not be found out; but a friend of his 
had advis'd him that ſearch had been 
made ſor him, and that monſieur the mar- 
ſhal would ſuddenly have orders to arreſt 
him. 

J anſwer'd that he would do well to 
make his eſcare: tor tho' the marſhal 
ſhould not have him arreſted, I would not- 
withſtanding oblige him to part with his 
company, for I could not ſuffer a man in 

my 


r 
my regiment, that had been guilty of ſo 


wicked an action. He reply'd, if I knew 
what provocati on he had to kill his wife, 


I would forgive him, and I Thould have 


done as much had I been in his place. 
This excited my curioſity, I defired him 
to tell me what it was that had ſo highly 
provok'd him? he related the whole mat- 
ter to me, and I was ſurpriz'd to under- 
ſtand, that the woman he had kill'd was 
monſieur de Cinq Mars's miſtreſs, of whom 
I have ſpoken, and whom I lov'd fourteen 
or fifteen years ago, and who had ſo often 
ſet her wits to work to pick my pocket ; 
though I pitied her death, I in ſome mea- 
ſure excus'd the cruelty of the captain, 
and help'd him to get out of the way. 
He told me the circumſtances of the affair 
in the manner following; which I found 
to be true when I return'd to Paris, 

where the thing was very well known, 
This woman fell from being monſicur 
de Cinq Mars's miſtreſs, to be mademoiſelle 
de L'———'s confidant; monſieur de Cing 
Mars came acquainted with the latter at 
the viſits he made the former and finding 
her to be much handſomer, he made no 
ſcruple to addreſs himſelf to her. He ap- 
peas d his firſt miſtreſs by the force of his 
preſents; and mademoiſelle de L——— 
being not ſo ſelf- intereſted as her confident, 
{he generouſly gave her part of her lover's 
bounty, 
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bounty, and, as I mention d before, ſhe was 
very rich when monſieur de Cing Mars died. 

When I knew her firſt, monſieur de Cing 
Mars had turn'd her off; but I was fa 
young and unexperienc'd in intrigues, that 
ſhe eaſily hid her diſgrace from me, and ſhe 
manag'd it fo, that I never ſaw made- 
moiſelle de L—-——at her houſe. I did 
not know that monſieur de Cinq Mars had 
another miſtreſs ; which without doubt 
was the reaſon that I found ſuch eaſie ac- 
ceſs to her: and that my brother laugh'd 
at me as often as Italk'd of her to him. In- 
tereſt was the reigning paſſion of this lady; 
ſhe not only was very well contented to 
be her rival's confidant in her amour with 
= monſieur de Cinq Mars, but was in hopes 
as well as mademoiſelle de L———- that 
her friend would gain the affection of a 
great miniſter, and marry one of the moſt 
conſiderable officers of the crown. 

I ſhall ſay nothing of the firſt of her 
expectations, believing all that has been 
ſaid on that ſubje& was invented by car- 
dinal Richlieu's enemies. But 'tis certain 
mademoſelle de L—-—— had marry'd a 
comptroller of the finances, had ſhe not 
been betray'd by her confidant : for ſhe 
who by intereſt had been brought to aſ- 
{iſt the amours of her rival, made no ſcru- 
ple of betraying them when ſhe found it 
tor her advantage, 
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The comptroller-general having gain d 
her by his preſents, ſhe inform'd him that 
made moiſelle de L-—— had: an intrigue 
with a councellor in the parliament of 
Paris; and ſhew'd him by ocular demon- 
ſtration that ſhe was unfaithful, Made- 
moiſelle de L ——— underſtanding her 
friend had provd fo treacherous-to her, 
broke off all manner of correſpondence 
with her, and met with a more generous 
friend in mademoiſelle N——— who was 
then and 1s {till the wittieſt girl in the 
world. 

Mademoiſelle de L——— and her con- 
fidant being fallen out, the latter had no 
hopes of encrealing her riches by another 
ſach profitable negotiation, wherefore ſhe 
thought of ſettling her ſelf by an advan- 
ragious match. Her reputation was quite 
loſt, yet ſhe was for marrying ſome man 
of note ; ſhe could not entertain any 
thoughts of matching her ſelf to a French- 
man, however ſhe met with an husband 
in the the count ———, a relation of 
the king of Denmark, in whom ſhe had 
what ſhe deſir d, quality enough, being 
the wife of a prince, which gave her the 
title to precedence above her hopes or 
ambition. 

The count liv'd with her a year or two, 
ue the greateſt part of her fortune, and 
the 


n return'd to Denmark, whither ſhe re- 
8 fus'd 
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fus d to follow him. Her husband's extra- 
vagancies had reduc'd her to ſuch ſtreights, 
that in a little while after he had left her, 
ſhe had much ado to keep up her equipage. 
She maintain'd her ſelf by her credit ; bur 
debts came ſo thick upon her, that at laſt 
ſhe had no way of living any longer un- 
leſs ſhe took upon her the old trade again; 
bat times were chang'd ; ſhe could find no 
ſuch lovers as monſieur de Cing Mars, nor 
ſuch confidants as mademoiſelle d L— 
It grew worſe and worſe with her, yet ſtill 
ſhe drag'd after her the quality of a Da- 
a: princeſs; with which ſhe impos'd on 
the city-ladies only, who reckon'd them- 
ſelves highly honour'd in the viſits. of a 
princeſs. 

Her husband having receiv'd informa- 
tion of the courſe of life ſhe led before he 
marry d her, would never after hear 
her name; and was endeavouring even 
when he dyd to annul the marriage. 
At his death ſhe found her ſelf at liberty 
to marry again, and inſtead of vaſt idea's 
of a principality, which determin'd her to 
accept of her firſt husband, ſhe had no- 
other view in the choice of a ſecond, but 
Where to light on a man who could relieve 
ler neceſſities. The old captain I have 
mention'd was become very much in love 
with her; though he had no eſtate he was 


o good a husband, that he had ſaved 
enough 
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enough out of his pay to be able now 
and then to lend her a few crowns; and 
this poor man had reduced himſelf to live 
upon little elſe than tobacco and brandy, 
that he might have wherewithal to main- 
rain his miltreſs. ' As ſoon as he had got 
a company he propos d marriage to her; 
ſhe conſented, on condition it might be 
conceal d : he accepted of this condition, 
and by paſſing for a gallant, prevented 
the {candal that would have been thrown 
upon him, had it been known that he was 
her husband. After he had marry'd her, 
he perceived that ſhe was not of a hu- 
mour to be contented with the ſupplies he 


furniſhed her with by his frugality, but that 


ſhe had other ways of raiſing money. 
To be certain that ſhe was inconſtant, 
he diſguis'd himſelf, and being equipp'd like 
a man of the firſt quality, went to one of 
thoſe uſeful women whoſe buſineſs it is to 
leſſen the formalities of love, and bring 
the gallant and the lady preſently toge- 
ther. The woman deceiv'd by his ap- 
pearance, undertook to manage his wite, 
and telling her that a great lord was dy- 
ing for her, perſwaded her to give him a 
meeting: ſhe came to the rendezvous, and 
her husband being convinc'd that there 
was nothing more neceſſary to prove her 
infidelity, drew his ſword and ran her 
through the body. 
Such 
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duch was the fate of this unhappy 
wretch, who, wicked as ſhe was, wanted 
neither breeding nor wit; and I confeſs I 
pitied her the more, remembring how 
heartily J once lov'd her. I blamed the 
captain for his brutality, and could not 
forbear laughing to hear him urge his ſtar- 
ving himſelf to make her preſents, as the 
principal reaſon for juſtifying his ſeverity 
in killing her. 

At the end of the campaign I receiv'd 
the letter I mention'd, by which the mi- 
{treſs of my heart acquainted me that ſhe 
was at Bruſſels, and paſſionately deſired to 
ſee me. The letter was tender and mo- 
ving, and I was ſo weak as to read it a 
hundred times over, till it enter'd into 
my head, that ſhe could not write ſo fond- 
ly had not ſhe lov'd me in good earneſt. 
i had nothing to ſay againſt her, could I 
have conquer d my jealouſy of the citizen, 
about whom the duke de Guife had quat- 
relled with her. At my return to Paris, 
{ceing the fellow there, carrying himſelf 
as if he had no intereſt in her, I fancy'd 
all that T had heard might perhaps be falſe. 
To ſatisfy my ſelf on that point, I made 
an excuſe to viſit the marſhal de b 
who waited on her to Guienne, and diſ- 
courſing on her adventures, he aſſur d me 
that all thoſe reports were without any 


foundation; and if the young lady lov'd 
any 
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any man, it was certainly my ſelf. No, 
ſays the marſhal, embracing me, ſhe has 
no true love for any one but you; and to 
you only ſhe has ſacrificed us all. Theſe 
words ſtruck. me ſtark blind, and not mi- 
{truſting that the/marſhal talked ſo out of 
pure malice, which however was the truth 
of the matter, I imagin'd that I was the 
happy favourite of this traitoreſs: and 
from that moment reſolv'd to follow her 
to Bruſſels. 

I cannot comprehend my ſelf how it 
was poſſible that I, who had ſo often ex- 
perienc d the falſhood of the fair, could be 
ſuch a fool as to be trick d again: andI am 
perſwaded that all who ſhall read theſe Me- 
moirs will take me for a blockhead, to be 
always cully'd and abus'd by my miſtreſ- 
ſes. I wiſh they may be wiler than I have 
been; and that their prudence may be 
uſeful to them on thoſe occaſions : but in- 
deed, prudence 1s of little uſe where we 


ſtupidly give our ſelves up to vanity and 


love. Perhaps I am not the only man that 
has been blinded by his paſſions, and it 
may be ſeveral others will find their own 
—_— in the picture I have drawn of my 
elf. | 

I now thought my ſelf oblig'd to go to 
Bruſſels; and to make the ſhame and im- 
prudence of the journey ſeem leſs in my 
own thoughts, I reſolved not to be = 
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ſent from Paris above three weeks, inten- 
ding to return as ſoon as I had ſeen what 
my miſtreſs was doing there. Piſh, ſays I 
to my ſelf, what is a three wecks journey ? 
no body ſhall know it, and I ſhall have 
the pleaſure at leaſt to ſhew a young lady 
that I love her, and that I only deſerve to 
be belov'd by her. 

I pretended my preſence was neceſſary 
at an eſtate I had about fifty leagues from 
Paris, where I had never been in my life, 
and from whence I had been able to get 
very few remittances. My brother lik d 
very well that I was ſo caretnl of my at- 
fairs, and commended me highly for it; 
though in truth I was all the while-medi- 
tating to run madly on an extravagant ad- 
venture, that was the only way to ruin 
me for ever. I departed from Paris, ſend- 
ing my ſcrvants before to wait for me at 
my eltate : taking poſt-horſes I arriv'd at 
— — in a few hours, where, by means 
of the governour who was my friend, I 
eaiily found ways to pals on Incognito to 
Bruſſels. 

As had refolv'd not to be long upon 
this journey; and beſides, as I had a 
thouſand reaſons, ſuppoſing I intended to 
return to F ance, why I ſhould not ſee the 
prince of Conde: the better to conceal my 
ſelf, I thought proper to make as if I was 
one of the duke of Lorrain's domeſticks. 
This 
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This duke had been arreſted by the arch- 


duke, governour of the Netherlands, and 
ſent to the citadel of Antwerp, where he 
was ſtill a priſoner, The pretence that 
was made uſe ot to arreſt him was, that 


he authoriz'd his ſoldiers in thoſe robbe- 


ries and ſpoils which they committed ; but 
the true cauſe of his being arreſted was 
their fearing what hath fince happen'd, 
that he would deliver up his country to the 
crown ot France, 

I impos'd my ſelf on a burgher of Bruſ- 
fels, in whoſe houſe I lodg'd, for a perſon 
tha: belong'd to the duke of Lorrain, pre- 
tend ing I came to Bruſſels on his account, 
to ſee a lady with whom he was in love. 
The burgher ask'd me if it was not ſhe 
who came lately from France? naming my 
miſtreſs : I anſwer'd, it was that very lady 
the duke my maſter had ſent me thither 
about. The honeſt Fleming reply'd, cwas 
pity ſo brave a man as the duke of Lu- 
ruin ſhould have any thing to do with ſuch 
a devil, who had as many lovers as ſhe 
could ſee men; for ſince the duke was im- 
priſon'd, ſhe had firſt an intrigue with tie 
count de Bouteville ; afterwards with the 
prince of Conde; and then with a Spaniard 
who was 1n great favour with the arch- 
duke; and every body believ'd that the 


chief reaſon of the duke of Lorrain's con- 
ſinement, 
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ſinement was this Spaniard's jealouſy of 


him. 

I let the Heming run on thus as long as 
he pleas' d; all that he had ſaid to me had 
no other effect than to make me more de- 
ſirous to ſee my miſtreſs. Indeed, I 
thought I deſired to ſee her for nothing 


but to confound her: I begg'd my land- 


lord to find her out, and tell her, that a 
gentleman belonging to the duke of Lor- 
rain was come to Bruſſels to deliver her 
ſome letters from his maſter. She anſwer- 
ed him that I ſhould attend her the next 
day about ten a clock in the forenoon : I 
waited with impatience for the hour ap- 
pointed ; but at ſeven a clock in the morn- 
ing I was arreſted in the name of the 
arch- duke. Thoſe that arreſted me told me, 
the arch-duke underſtanding that I belong'd 
to the duke of Lorrain, would ſend me 
back to my maſter, who perhaps had oc- 
cation for me, and to whom I ſhould be 
convey d with ſafery. 

I was going to diſcover my ſelf, and 
had done it, but that I conſider d it might 
be the worſe for me; ſo I continud to 
paſs for one of the duke's domeſticks. I 
demanded only, if I might be permitted 
to ſee a lady, which was all the buſineſs 
my maſter ſent me thither for; that it was 
an aftair of gallantry, and I would not 
even talk to her but before wirneſſes. I 
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Was anſwer'd by the cflicers, that they 


would ſee whether that favour could be 
allow'd me; and an hour after I was con- 


ducted to her lodgings. 


For the underſtanding of this, it muſt 
be remark d, that as ſoon as the Fleming 
had told the perſon I ſought after, that a 
domeſtick ot the duke of Lorrain's wanted 
to ſee her; this woman, who was willing 


to hide her engagements with the count 


de Bouteville from her Spaniard, reſolved to 


take hold of this opportunity to ſhew that 


ſhe ſacriticd the duke to him. She ac- 
quainted him, as a mark ot her particular 
affection for him, that one of the duke of 
Lorrain's gentlemen was in Bruſſels, The 
Spaniard upon this got an order of the 
arch-duke to have me arreſted, and ſent 
back to my maſter. He was inform'd, that 
notwithſtanding I was diſcover'd, I ſtill 
demanded to ſee the lady for whoſe ſake 
the duke ſent me to Bruſſels; and the man 
being willing to hear what IT would ſay to 
her, and ſhe to me, conſented to it, ho- 

ing that at our meeting his triumph over 
the duke of Lorrain would be the more 
glorious and apparent. 

They accordingly carried me to her 
houſe, where the Spaniard was got before 
me, to be a witneſs of my viſit. I found 
her alone with him, and as ſoon as I en- 


tered the room, all my attendants with- 
drew. 
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drew. She was extreamly ſurprized to ſee 
me ; but the Spaniard and I were both of us 
much more ſo: it was the very ſame Spani- 
ard of whom I have formerly ſpoke, under 
the name of Manrique, who had ſworn to 
be the death of me when I lett Ma- 
drid. 

As ſoon as he ſaw me, he look d on his 
miſtreſs and turn'd pale; ſhe bluſh'd to 
ſee him change countenance, and could 
not tell what to think of it. As for my 
elf, I believe my colour came and went 
ſucceſſively as well as theirs. It was tru- 
ly a very comick ſcene; and when I call 
it to mind, even now, I can (ſcarce forbear 
laughing; though at that time, I confeſs, 
I had no great diſpoſition to be merry, on 
the contrary, I began to be really afraid. 
However, on a ſudden, I reſolv'd to make 
my way through the dangers that threat- 
ned me, and at once to revenge my ſelf of 
the traitoreſs, and get clear of the Sani- 
ard, It I had had time to reflect, I ſhould 
hardly have done what I did; but then I 
only thought how to deliver my ſelf from 
a danger, to which I was ſenſible my mi- 
ſtreſs did not deſerve that I ſhould expoſe 
my {elf for her ſake. —_ 

My lord, ſaid I, addreſſing my ſelf to 
Manrique, it is your ſelf that I want. I 
ask'd to ſee the young gentle woman here, 
becauſe I knew I ſhould find you with her; 

P I was 
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I. was willing to make you amends for the 
trouble I gave you at Madrid, by rendrin 
you an eſſential piece of ſervice at Bruf 
fels; which is to inform you that you are 
deceived as well as my ſelf. The perſon 
you ſee before you is unworthy to be be- 
loyd by ſuch men as you and I are. At 
the ſame time that ſhe hearkens to you, 
ſhe writes the moſt tender letters in the 
world to me; ſhe amuſes both of us on! 
to hide her intrigue with the count 4 
Bouteville. | 

When I had done ſpeaking, the Spani- 

ard look'd on his miſtreſs, putting his hand 
on his fword ; and though ſhe might have 
imagin'd that it was only a Spaniſh air, 


ſhe cry'd out as if ſhe had been already 


ſtuck : her women hearing her cries ran in 
to help her; ſhe pointed to the Spaniard, 
and told em he would have aſſaſſinated 
her. The women fell upon him, I fol- 
lowed their examples; and while they held 
him by the throat I ſeiz'd his ſword, the 
officers that arreſted me having taken away 


mine. 


When my miſtreſs ſaw I had his ſword 


in my hand, ſhe ſeem'd to take heart, and 


commanding her women to barricade the. 
door that no body might enter upon them, 
ſhe took the ſword out of my hand, aud 

ave the Spaniard a blow with it that 
firuck him to the ground halt dead. The 


man 
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man roar'd while the women held him 
down, and their miſtreſs beat him. 

His men hearing the noiſe endeavour'd 
to break open the door: believing I ſhould 
have the worſt of it if they enter'd, I ran 
into a wardrobe adjoining to the chamber 
we were in, where there was a ſtair-caſe 
which happily led me to a trap-door that 
open'd to the top of the houſe ; and out I 
got upon the tiles : yet not thinking my 
ſelf ſafe enough there, I deſcended the 
{ame ſtairs, and met with one of the la- 
dy's women who attack'd the Spaniard, 
and ſhe aſſured me the danger was over; 
that the man was ſ{urrendred to his ſer- 
vants; and their miſtreſs was preparing 
her ſelf to go to make her complaints to 
the prince of Conde and the arch-duke, to 
whom ſhe had ſent word that ſhe had like 
to have been aſſaſſinated in her own houſe; 
in the mean while ſhe advis'd me to be 
cautious. how, I appear'd abroad, and 
ofter'd to hide me in a place where it was 
impoſſible: any one could find me: ſo ſhe 
conducted me down to a cellar, where I 
ſuffered her to lock me in. | 

I ſtay'd there all the reſt of the day, 
rot knowing how this buſineſs would end. 
Things did better than I expected; my 
miſtreſs went to the prince, who carry'd 
her to the arch-duke. She told them that 
the Sanuiard came to her lodgings that 
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- morning and offered violence to her; that 


by the help of her women ſhe took his 
ſword from him, he having drawn it upon 
her; with which ſhe wounded him. She 


made no mention of me; and the Spani- 
ard in vain proteſted, that it was a do- 
meſtick of the duke of Lorrain, his mortal 
enemy, who would have aſſaſſinated him. 


What he ſaid was taken to be the effect of 
his raving, occaſion'd by a violent feaver, 
into which he fell as ſoon as he was carry 'd 
back to his own houſe. The report of this 
adventure preſently flew all over the city : 
every one commending the courage of the 
young lady, who with the aſſiſtance of 
her women only had ſo bravely reſiſted the 
aſſault of a raviſher. The arch- duke pro- 
miſed the prince all the ſatisfaction he 


could deſire. The lady was attended to 


her houſe in a ſort of triumph; and all 
the remaining part of the day ſhe was vi- 
ſited by moſt of the perſons of quality of 


both ſexes in Bruſels. 


She learn'd where I was; and though 


ſhe ought to have been outragious with 
me after what I had ſaid of her to the 
Spaniard, yet her curioſity to know what 


had brought me to Bruſſels got the better 


of her reſentment ; and when ſhe was a- 


lone, ſhe commanded that I ſhould be let 
out of my dungeon and bronght into her 


chamber: I told her I had not come to 
Bruſſels 
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Bruſſels had ſhe not ſent for me; but be- 
ing inform'd of her intrigues, I could nor 
forbear reproaching her with them: I ac- 
quainted her alſo with part of my quarrels 
with Manrique at Madrid. 

She wept plentifully on account of the 
i opinion I had of her, {wearing that ſhe 
really lov'd no body but me. I was again 
ſoften'd by her tears, and in a ſhort time 
our peace was made. She ſaid, that after 
this accident ſhe ſhould not be able to ſtay 
at Bruſſels; becauſe whatever promiſes the 
arch-duke had given her of his protection, 
ſhe ſhould {till diſtruſt the Spaniards, who 
at one time or other would do her a miſ- 
chief. In the mean while ſhe advis'd me 
not to appear in the city; and if poſſible 
to be gone that very night; giving me her 
word that ſhe would follow me out of 
hand: that ſhe had heard the duke de 
Guiſe had a new miſtreſs ; though if that 
was not true, ſhe did not think he could 
be come back from his expedition at ſea ſo 
ſoon ; or it he was, ſhe did not fear him ; 
nor wanted friends to take her part in caſe 
he continu'd to perſecute her. 

I believ'd all that ſhe would have me 
believe ; at leaſt, I made as if I did, for 
] had an extream deſire to return to France ; 
and heartily repented of my unfortunate 
journey, However, as impatient as I was 

to depart, I conſider d that I ſhould ex- 
f F 3 poſe 
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"poſe my ſelf ro new perils if I ventured 
out of Bruſſels without a paſs. We con- 
ſulted together on the way to procure one, 
and reſoved that I ſhould ſtay one day 
more at her houſe, whilſt ſhe convinc'd 
the prince of Conde that it was not conve- 
nient for her to ſtay where ſhe was; and 
pray'd him to get paſſes for her and her 
ſervants; by means of which I might makę 
my eſcape. „ 
Every thing ſucceeded to our wiſh, and 
the next day we got what paſſes we wan- 


ted. I diſguis d my ſelf like a mule-dri- 


ver, and went out of Bruſſels leading two - 


mules; upon which ſhe had loaded part 
of her baggage. In this equipage I ax- 
rivd at —— —, having with me the only 
dalet de chambre that waited on me in this 
journey: he led one of the mules, and 
knew no better than I did how to manage 
thoſe ſtubborn animals, that tir'd our pa- 
tience long before we came to the inn. 
One of them tell into a ſlough, and threw 
down the baggage ſhe was loaden with, 
and we had much ado to pull her out and 
load her again. Among the things that 
fell was a little cabinet, which was all 
broken to pieces : I put it together as well 
as I could, and was forc'd to carry it un- 
der my arm till we came to — :-the 
cabinet was full of letters, the reading of 


which employ'd me all the evening whilit 
I ſtaid 
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I taid at the inn, where I had orders to 
leave the mules and the baggage ; and 
being unwilling to make my felt known 
to the governour, I took poſt at midnighr. 
and went away, carrying the letters with 
me. 
Two days after I arriv'd at my eſtate, . 
where I had ſent my men, who began now 
to be in pain for me. I ſtay'd there two 
days, and then return'd to Paris jult three 
weeks after I had left it; my brother, nor 
any one elſe, having the leaſt ſuſpic ion of 
my journey to Bruſſels, I found my felf 
entirely cured of the paſſion that was the 
occaſion of it, and I was never ſo through 
ly perſwaded, as now, that I ſhonld ne- 
ver again be blinded by love. I prais'd 
heaven a thouſand times that I got out of 
Bruſſels fo luckily as I did; and that 1 
found in the letters which fell into my 
hands, new arguments to avoid the follies 
that I had cauſe to reproach my ſelf 
with, | | 
Almoſt all theſe letters were from the 
Citizen, on whoſe account my miſtreſs had 
had ſuch a quarrel with the duke de Guiſe, 
and the marſhal de ———; and by the 
ſtile in which they were wrote it plain 
appear'd, that this man had the greate 
ſhare of her heart. There was one of 2 
very late date, in which he inform'd her 
that he was ſick, and begg'd her to do 
P 4 what 


L320 | 

what ſhe could to come back to Paris. 1 
believe it was the effect of this letter 
which made her tell me ſhe could not ſtay 
at Bruſſels; and imagin'd, that the ſick- 
neſs of her citizen was much more tine 
cauſe of her intended return, than her fear 
of the Spaniards. 

The thought of this fellow's being pre- 
ferr d to her favour quite ext inguiſh d my 
flame; and nothing could be a greater proof 
of my change, than the indifterence with 
which I heard what had happen'd to her 
after my departure. The count de Boute- 
ville would not conſent that ſhe ſhould re- 
turn to Fance. In vain ſhe ſaid her bag- 
gage was gone: the mules were ſent for 
back again, and not finding her cabinet of 
letters ſhe believ'd I had taken it; and 
this in ſome meaſure contributed to her 
reſolution of ſtaying in Flanders. 

However, fearing that the Spaniards 
would give her foul play, in revenge of 
the wounds ſhe gave the Spaniſh lord, ſhe 
left Bruſſels. Bouteville for ſome time con- 
ceal'd her at Antwerp ; he afterwards car- 
ried her to the Hague, where the Rhine- 
grave fell in love with her. This amour 
causd a breach between Boutevile and 
her; and her citizen's ſickneſs encreaſing, 
ſhe return'd to Paris to ſee him. I was 10 
generous as to reſtore her letters, and to 
ſpeak to her when we happen d to meet 

as 
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as if T had never lov'd her: ſhe behav'd 
her ſelf much after the ſame manner, and 
did that out of paſſion, which I was in- 
duc'd to do by reaſon ; and at laſt her 
anger ceas'd, and ſhe had as little regard 
for me as I had for her: for there is no 
paſſion nor prejudice but may be over- 
_ when one goes about it in ear- 
nelt. 

We have not the ſame ſtrength to en- 
counter with a new paſſion as to forget an 
old one; and I was no ſooner cur d of 
this I am talking of, than I ingag'd in 
another. Indeed, for a year or two my 
engagements were not ſo ſtrong as former 
ly, and were even of another nature than 
thoſe I had had hitherto ; however, they 
ſerv'd ro give me new lights into the cha- 
racter of women. 

I was one day at an aſſembly which a 
lady of quali:y held at certain times, for 
the benefit of a poor ſociety in the coun- 
try, which ſhe took under her protection: 
the lady's cuſtom at the meeting was to 
make a gathering, and ſhe generally choſe 
the prettieſt of her acquaintance for that 
office. It was leſs for the ſake of the poor, 
than for love of the fair beggar that the men 
went to the aſſembly ; but the devout by 
profeſſion do not care out of what motive 
we give alms, provided they have the glo- 
ry of diſtributing them. 
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When I was one of the company, the 


lady I am talking of choſe a beggar whom 


I lik'd extreamly ; ſhe was her neice about 
eighteen years of age, and tho' ſhe was 
not a perfect beauty, yet ſhe wanted no- 
thing neceſſary to pleaſe and to charm. 
She had a very fine ſhape, and ſo much 
life and agreableneſs in her perſon and 
Carriage, that I was ſenſibly touch'd, and 
endeavour'd to get an occaſion to ſpeak to 
her. It was not long before I had the 
portunity I wiſh'd tor: I talk'd ro her, 
and was leſs charm'd by her beauty than 

her wit, which was very delicate, and 
as I thought ſolid ; for in our firſt conver- 
fation ſhe ſeem'd to be far above thoſe tri- 
fles that moſt of her age and ſex delight 
in: I found her mind was already as well 
inform'd, and her wit as well cultivated 
as could be; and that her judgment was 
good in all things. This quality weighed 
very much with me; for notwithſtanding 
my folly and extravagance, I always re- 
liſh'd polite learning; and except love and 
gallantry, I took pleaſure in nothing ſo 
much as in reading and ſtudy. The fair one 
I ſpeak of, beſides all theſe rare endow- 
ments, had another that render'd her {tilt 
more amiable, which was, ſhe ſung per- 
fectly well. 


I re- 
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I reſolv'd for theſe reaſons to make love 
to her; ſhe at that time liv'd with her aunt, 
and it was not long before I infinuated ny 
ſelf ſo happily into her friend ſllip, that I 
ſaw her niece almoſt as often as I pleas'd * 
I ſoon declar d to her my ſentiments, and 
by the reception ſhe gave me I was perſwas 
ded my perſon was not indifferent to her; 
and indeed, after two or three viſits I be- 
gan to think that ſhe either lov'd me, or 
would love me in a little while. But my 
fond hopes ſoon vaniſh'd : ſhe ſuſpected 
that her aunt would have me for her ſelf, 
and ſhe did not think it convenient to give 
her any more occaſion of offence than what 
ſhe had already innocently adminiſtred. 
The lady, who was naturally jealous, ac- 
cus'd her husband of having an inclination 
for her niece; and on this account was 
very unkind to her kinſwoman. 0 

My miſtreſs was loath to diſoblige her 
aunt ; and imagining that ſhe would be her 
rival if ſhe look'd favourably on me, the 
young lady not only refus'd to hearken to 
me, but was very ſhy when I was in her 
company. I could not ſee her ſo cold 
without being very uncaſy ; and the more 
becauſe I knew her ſhineſs was founded on 
a falſe apprehenſion. She believ'd her aunt 
and I underſtood one another; and indeed 
the good lady appear d to be very fond 


of me, yet all her aim by it was to en- 
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gage me to viſit her often, and make one 


at play; for gaming was her predominant 
paſſion, notwithſtanding ſhe was one of 


the godly. As for my ſelf, I had not the 


leaſt regard for her more than for any other 
woman of her age and quality; however, 
by her courting me to come often to her 
houſe, and by her following me up and 
down, it was thought we were more inti- 
mate than either of us deſir d to be; this 
imagination, as viſionary as it was, loſt. 
me. a miſtreſs whom I eſteem'd above all. 
the. women in the world. I could not. 
break her of her ſhineſs by any other 
means than by forbearing my viſits to her 
aunt, which was the worſt way I could. 
take; for it would deprive me of the op- 
portunities JI had to ſee. her herſelf; and I. 
had: rather let her think. what ſhe would. 


of me than loſe the pleaſure of ſeeing her :. 


beſides, I did not believe ſhe lovd me 
enough to think of me when I. was out of. 
her ſight. 


I therefore. continu'd to viſit the. aunt ;. 


and ſeeing her niece every day without re- 
ceiving any thing from her but compli-- 
ments in general, it vex'd me to the 
heart: I was ſometimes ſo angry with her, 
that I thought of hating. her tor not en- 
tertaining a better opinion of me; but yet 
E could not ceaſe. loving her how little 
jultice ſoever ſhe render'd me. I ſay, ſhe. 
render d- 
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render d me but little juſtice, for had in 
been true that her aunt had lov'd me, ſhe 
ought to have had ſo much eſteem tor me, 
as to be perſwaded that I ſhould never 
have been capable of attempting to diſ- 
ſerve her there. I cannot tell whether ſhe 
was not more juſt to me afterwards; ſhe 
ſcem'd at leaſt to take notice that I never 
miſs'd any occaſion to pleaſe her. It was 
partly. for this reaſon that I kept up my 
correſpondence with her aunt ; bur the 
niece and I underſtood one another ſo 
little, that ſhe did not reap the advantage 
ſhe might from my counſels and cares; and 
I had the misfortune to ſee, that out of 
diſtruſt of my friendſhip for her aunt, ſhe 
became the victim of the old lady's jea- 
louſy, Her unkle, on whoſe. protection 
ſhe depended, had not the courage to pro- 
tect her as he ought to have done againſt, 
his wife's ill treatment, nor to render her 
thoſe ſervices which ſhe might have expec- 
ted. Thus by an unhappy miſtake in re- 
fuſing to love me, ſhe fell into worſe in- 
conveniencies than thoſe ſhe fear'd from 
loving me.. | 
While I was in love. with this young 
lady, and viſited her aunt with whom ſhe 
dwelt, I grew acquainted with ſeveral la- 
dies of quality at Paris, who meddled 
much with acts of charity and devotion,, 
and made a particular profeſſion of being 
devour.. 


D 
devout. Having acquir d a talent of hu- 
mouring perſons of all ſorts of opinions 
and tempers, and not _ forgot what 
I had learnt at the Hrbonne while I was 
an abbot, I talk'd of religion with theſe 
godly women as much as they would have 
me ; and by my maxims of moraliry I made 
them believe 1 was a very ſober man, and 
well vers'd in theology. 

One of theſe devout perſons, a very 
rich lady, and of the firſt rank, ſeem'd to 
be mightily pleas d with my ſcience in 
ethicks, and begg'd me to come and ſee her 
that I might reſolve her in a caſe of con- 
ſcience, which was fo difficult, that hi- 
therto 'ſhe had not been able to ſatisfy 
her ſelf about it. I could ſcarce forbear 
laughing, to hear a lady of her quality 
deſire a cavalier to ſettle the peace of her 
conſcience : I was wonderfully pleas'd 
with the employment, and immediately 
gueſs d what would be the iſſue of the 
matter ; nor was I deceived in my judg- 
ment. 

The lady was one of the fineſt women 
in the world ; ſhe had the air and port 
of a queen, and in her youth was famous 
for her beauty and gallantry. She was 
near forty when I became acquainted with 
her, yet ſhe was handſome enough to kin- 
dle a flame in the moſt frozen —_— and 

con- 
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I confeſs I began to take fire, when fhe: 
told me ſnhe wanted to eonfult nme. 
I did not prepare my {elf by ſtudying 
the caſuiſts for the viſit T was to make; 
I was more ſollicitous about dreſſing to the 
beſt advantage, than farniſhing my ſelf 
with arguments to ſolve the doubts of her 
mind, | | 
I waited upon her in a very rich ſuit, 
and ſhe was not wantiug in her part to 
make the beſt appearance ſhe could: her 
dreſs was as fine and as rich as my own ; 
and never was ſpiritual conference better 
ſer off than ours. | 
I had good ground to believe, when T 
{aw her ſo gloriouſly equipp'd, that ſhe had 
forgot the buſineſs I came about: but J 
was extreamly ſurpriz d to hear her begin 
by informing me how much ſhe was di- 
ſturb'd by a certain director, or ghoſtly fa- 
ther,who ſhe ſuſpected had a paſſion for her; 
and my ſurprize encreas' d, when ſhe told 
me this director was curate of the pariſh 
which was her eſtate, and where ſhe us'd 
to ſpend a good part of the year. In 
ſhort, the curate was a peaſant's ſon, and 
one of the moſt frighttul figures that was 
ever ſeen. 
I ask'd her what proofs ſhe had of the 
pation which gave her ſuch diſturbance ? 
and in anſwer ſhe ſhew'd me three or 


four 
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four of the curate's letters. By the man- 


ner in which theſe letters were written, 
L ſaw preſently that a cavalier was fitter 


to decide this caſe of conſcience than a 


parſon: for never man expreſs d his love 
with leſs precaution than the curate had 
done. When I had read the letters, I 
told her that I had learning cnough to 
declare» that the man who wrote them 


was certainly in love with her. Ah! fir, 


ſaid ihe, I always was doubtful of it, 
and am now heartily glad that I have the 
judgment of ſuch an able man as you are. 
But, madam, ſaid I, my knowledge ex- 
tends much tarther, and I have ſo much 


ſtudied theſe matters on which you con- 


ſult me, to ſee that this man not only is in 
love with you, but alſo that you love 
him; for he durſt not have written to you 
as he has done in theſe letters, unleſs you 
had given him encouragement. At theſe 


words ſhe bluſh'd, and cry'd out, oh |. 
how am I charm'd by your penetration, 


and how I rejoyce that I have met with a 
rſon the moit able of any man living to 
give light in ſuch a dark affair: I per- 
ceive nothing is hid from you, you have 
diſcover'd by your inſight into the receſ- 
ſes of the ſoul, what I could never have 
confeſs d. How! madam, ſaid I, is it 
poſſible that you can be guilty of ſo un- 
| worthy 
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worthy an inclination, and ſo blind as not 
to make a ſcruple of it? She anſwer'd, if 
I had not made a ſcruple of. it, I had not 
conſulted you about it. It is a long time 
ſince that I have been diſſatisfied in my 
ſelf, and that I perceiv'd my correſpon- 
dence with this man had the reſemblance 
of a paſſion ; yet the man being honeſt, 
and meaning no harm, I have hitherto per- 
mitted it. 

This diſcourſe ſtartled me beyond ex- 
preſſion ; for the lady who ſaid it was 
neither fooliſh nor mad ; and I could 
{carce believe, after what I heard, that 
ſhe was not either the one or the o- 
ther. 

I had not till then known how far it 
was poſſible for a deceiv'd conſcience to be 
abus d, when it intirely confides in a raſcal 
cover d with a black cloak. 

I pitty'd her infatuation: aſſuming a 
tone for which I was not prepar d, I in- 
form'd her that ſhe was oblig'd in con- 
{cience never to have any further com- 
merce with the curate, whom ſhe ought 
immediately to expel the pariſh Why 
ſo? ſays the lady; nothing criminal has 
palt between him and me: theſe letters 
and ſome other little aſſiduities are all 
that we can charge our ſelves with.. 


At 
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At this I took upon me the charactet 
of a true director, and remonſtrated to 
Her, that ſhe ought not to think her correſ- 
pondence with the curate innocent, be- 
cauſe ſhe had not granted him the laſt fa- 
vour. In a word, as profane as I am, I 
told her what a great many directors 
would fain hide from their penitents, I 
endeavour'd to convince her that all en- 
gagements were criminal, as ſoon as the 
heart was concern'd in them; and that 
that devotion which ſerves for an occaſion 


or a colour to them, is downright hypo- 


criſy. 
un; had I not lov'd the lady my ſelf, I 


mould not have talk'd to her as 1 did; but 


I was jealous of the parſon, and with in- 


dignacron reflected upon her familiarity 
with him. So true it is, that let a man 
be never ſo much in love with juſtice and 
truth, when he has a paſſion "for a fair 
one, he will find it neceſlary to be anima- 
ted by ſome ſecret intereſt to ſpeak ſome 
certain truths. 

I can't tell whether or no ſhe perceiv'd 
my jealouſy ; or whether her profeſſion of 
devotion diſpos d her to have a good opi- 
nion of one whofe ſentiments were ſo pi- 
ous : ſure I am, that from this converſa- 
tion ſhe did what ſhe could to perfwade 
me I was belov d. 


She 
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She began contriving a hundred pretty 
ways to make me preſents: ſhe' did not 


let a day go over her head without ſen- 


ding to ask how I did, or to defire my 


company; and 1 believe J ſhould have pre- 


ferr'd the part ſhe gave me of being her 
director to any other, if it had been the 


faſhion in thoſe days for lad ies to have 


men of my profeſſion for their directors. 
J was ſo ſincere I could not away with 
ſuch hypocriſy, nor belye the 'morals I 
preach'd to her. I induſtriouſly avoided 


meeting her; and ſaught ont for miſtreſſes 


who would not put me on the neceſſity 
of deceiving them. 


The world will wonder at my konefty, - 
at a time when there are ſo many hiſtoties 
extant which informs them, that devotion 


might be made ſubſervient to gallantry 
However, it was not ſo much in uſe in 
the days I am talking of; neither do I 
think it lawful for a man of honour to pro- 
fane all that is holy in religion, by amo- 


rous intrigues. | 
I had therefore the courage to write the 


lady word, that the ſame reaſons which 
oblig'd me to make a ſcruple of her cor- 
reſpondence with the curate, convinced 
me that J ought to have no ſuch commerce 
with her my ſelf; and fince ſhe was in 
the right way in profeſſing her ſelf ro be 

one 
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one of the devout, I thought it my duty 
to forbear viliting her, that I might net 
miſlead her. I auvisd her in the ſame 
letter to ſhun me on the other fide, that 
ſhe might maintain the character ſhe pro- 
felt ; which after all was tie beſt in the 
world. 

As ſoon as ſhe receiv'd my letter ſhe re- 
rurn'd me an anſwer full of rage and 
deſpair; there was not the leaſt ſhadow 
of her devotion or ſcruples in it: it was 
all furious and vehement; the leaſt evil 
that ſhe threatned to do her ſelf was to 
hang or drown. I was not proof againſt 
this vehemence; I ran to her, and found 

at ſhe. was removd in ſuch a manner 
from one extremity to the other, that eve- 
ry thing which put her in mind of her 
devotion {truck her with horror. She told 
me ſhe could not live without me; and 
fince her character of devout diſpleas'd me, 


ſhe would be any thing that I would have 


her. 

I had even now the reſolution to repre- 
ſent to her the injury ſhe would do her 
ſelf, if the change of her life was taken 
notice of : I told her that ſuch an altera- 
tion would. put the world on examining 
into her conduct, and ſpeaking of her the 
more freely, for that every body is diſpos d 
to rally perſons of her profeſſion, 


Theſe 
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'Theſe reaſons did not weigh with her, 
and ſhe compell'd me to promiſe her before 
I left her, that I would marry her. The 
marriage was for my advantage ; but 1 
foreſaw the obſtacles that her family would 
throw in the way, which made me not 
depend upon it, whatever I had ſaid to 
her or ſhe to me: I only flatterr'd her to 
amuſe her till ſhe might recover the uſe of 
her underſtanding. I 

In the mean while ſhe thought ſhe could 
not pleaſe me better than by laying aſide 
all the appearances of her devotion. She 
came to all the publick aſſemblies; never 
miſs'd the play, or ſome other publick 
ſpectacle ; which preſently occafſion'd a dif- 
courſe that ſhe intended to marry again. 

What IT expected happen'd ; the town 
did not ſpare her, a hundred ſtories were 
told of her; ſome men leſs ſcrupulous - 
than my ſelf made their advantage of the 
opportunities ſhe gave them; and in a lit- 
tle while I had a crowd of rivals, which 
accuſtomd me to think of her leſs and 
leſs, till at laſt I forgot her. 

The more regularly ſhe liv'd before her 
change, the more irregular her courſe of 
lite ſeem'd to the publick ; from all which 
I concluded, that nothing is more likely to 
diſpoſe perſons to licentiouſneſs than devo- 
tion ill underſtood, | * 

After 
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After ſhe had led this ſort. of life for 


ſome time, ſhe hearken'd to propoſals. 


made by the duke of ——— whom ſhe 
marry d. This match kept up her rank; 
and it was for this reaſon that ſhe prefer- 
red him to others who were richer, and 
preſented themſelves to her in great num- 


bers. 


made her, I had almoſt given over viſiting 


her; and J at firſt heard the news with 4 


reat deal of ſatisfaction, The wrong 
iteps ſhe had lately taken, and the little 


CAre ſhe had of her reputation, had wean d 
my affection from her ſo far, that I con- 


cern'd my ſelf very little about her. Not- 


withſtanding when I ſaw. ſhe was ac- 
tually going to be marry'd, aud did not 


condeſcend to communicate her deſign to 
me, though it was contrary to all the 
promiſes ſhe had given, I had a ſecret 
ſpight againſt the negligence ſhe. ſhew'd, 
and was willing to {ce how ſhe would bear 
my reproaches. | 


I wrote her a long letter, and affected 


to ſeem more troubled at her marriage 
than I really was; I thought to ſhew no- 


thing but reſentment in what I wrote her, 
yet my paſſion not being quite extinguiſh'd, - 
there mingled as much love in the compor . - 


ſition as reſentment, 
| The 


When the propoſitions of marriage were 
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The letter was not deliver'd to her till 
two or three days after her marriage ; and 
having heard nothing from her 1 fappos'd 
ſhe had either not read it, or ſcorn d to 
anſwer it. I was making theſe concluſions 
upon her carriage one morning at day- 
break, when word was brought me that 
a woman from her demanded to ſpeak 
with me. It was ſhe her ſelf, and I was 
extreamly ſurpriz'd ro fee her enter my 
chamber, diſguis'd like one of the ſiſters 
with the grey-hoods. 

She told me ſhe could not overcome the 
trouble my letter gave her; and the better 
to demonſtrate the deſpair ſhe was in for 
having given me cauſe to complain of her, 
ſhe was come in perſon to aſſure me ſhe 
never had marry'd, it ſhe had thought I 
had really lov'd her. However, ſince what 
was done could not be undone, ſhe would 
ſnew how dear I was to her by the con- 
tempt ſhe had for her husband. 

I admir'd at the fatality of my conver- 
ſation with her, which always unavoida- 
bly ran on religious matters, and obligd 
85 to act the part of a father - confeſ- 
or. 

J have already mention'd the occaſions. 
ſhe had given me to preach to her, and I 
could not in this cal do otherwiſe than 


to exhort her to live lovingly with her 
ef 
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husband, and reſume her former profeſſion 
of being devout. 

She did not expect any ſuch ſerious 
counſel from me; and anſwer'd me at firſt 
in a great fury: I inſiſted ſtill on the pro- 
poſition with which I began, and repre- 
ſented to her, that the beſt thing ſhe could 
do was to make a vertue of neceſſity, and 
improve the affliction of an unhappy mar- 
riage for the good of her ſoul. 

It was not that I concern'd my ſelf 
much about her reputation, or her ſalva- 
tion, which prompted me to talk in this 
manner to her; I had only a mind to pu- 
niſh her for her inconſtancy, in putting 
her on leading a life which J believ'd ſhe 
was very averſe to, or ſhe would not 
have thrown oft the mask of religion, and 
given her ſelf to liberty or pleaſure, My 
advice had the effect I pretenged to deſire; 
ſhe took up again the veil of devotion : 
but what I did not mean or expect by it, 
ſhe was devout and religious to none but 
her husband; ſhe was not a whit the bet- 


ter for her profeſſion, and ſhe grew rather 


worſe and worſe, as if ſhe believ'd that 
all things were juſtified by the holineſs of 


her pretences. 
The lady I am talking of was not the 


only devout perſon I knew at that time; 


my converſation for ſeveral months with 
"T3 women 
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women of that character. brought me ac- 
quainted with many whoſe conduct, tho" 
more regular to appearance, at the bottom 
was as unjuſtifiable as her's; and I ſhall 
relate ſome adventures, which tho I had 
no part, or a very little one in my ſelf, yet 
the reader will perceive they are not fo- 
reign to my deſign in writing the memoirs 
of my life, which is to bring him acquain- 
ted with the ſex. 


The lady I ſhall firſt ſpeak of was re- 
commended to me as a perte& model of 
vertue ; her husband was a courtier, from 
whom ſhe was ſeparated two or three 
years after her marriage, under pretence 
that her husband was a debauchee. I 
do not know whether he was ſo wicked 
as it is ſaid he was; but it was well 
known, that this woman upon ſeparating 
from him was become miſtreſs of a very 
good fortune, and the poor man almoſt 
itarv'd. He complain'd every where that 
his wife was the cauſe of his ruin; thar 
her ill humour and extravagance were the 
occaſion of all the follies he committed: 
he ſaid that the directors who govern'd 
her put her upon profuſe expences, and 
"_ the only gainers by his wife's ill con» 

uct, 


Q The 
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11 
The wife being one of the devout⸗ the 


and the husband one of the wicked, no out 

. body hearken'd to his complaints ; they leit 

-were condemn'd as the diſcourſes of one to 

of the world, who endeavour d to calum- pri 

-niate the god iy). 8 8 we 

The lady, without having the leaſt vo: 

regard for his wants and miſery, was | 

prais d by the whole town for her ver- tian 

tue and piety, and quietly enjoy'd all tha 

the advantages which by her intereſt not 

ſhe had procur'd at her ſeparation from C03 

him. All that ſhe would do for him after be 

ſhe had got his eſtate, and pretended to dio 

have the ſole right to-it, was to allow the wi 

= miſerable wretch a pitiful penſion. He Pla 
= was reduc'd to live in lodgings ; he could rig 
1 ſcarce tell how to get ſubſiſtance, while his con 
devout wife was leader in all works of tho 

charity, and was concern d in all new fon 
foundations, and profuſely laviſh'id im- pla 

menſe ſums to theſe pious purpoſes. obt 

It did not belong to me to decide whe- to 

ther or no the lady was in the right in do- we 

ren 


in ſo; I ſhall only tell how I was ſcanda- : 
liz d by her charitable extravagance ; and k 


relate her delicacy, which J experienc'd in lea 
a journey I made ro her houſe in company ne) 
o one of her directors. N to 


She had a manor about ten or twelve 


leagues from Paris, where ſhe ſpent half Pic 
the 
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the year: it was ſaid ſhe retir d to be 
out of the world, and to have the more 
leiſure for meditation. She engag d me 
to viſit her, at the ſame time à certain 
prieſt ho paſt for an excellent director 
went thither to pay her his ſpiritual de- 
voirs. | 
I can hardly forbear laughing when I. 
think on the ridiculous care and precaution 
that was taken, that this holy man ſhould 
not be incommoded on the road. The 
coach he rode in was as eaſy as any could. 
be ot itſelf; but to make it more commo- 
dious, a ſort of bed was laid in it, on 
which he lay extended on ſoft cuſhions 
plac'd at proper diſtances, to the end this 
righteous one might lie at. his caſe. His 
companion and I could ſcarce find room, 
though the coach would hold eight per- 
ſons very well. His companion was 
plac'd in one boot, and I in another; I 
obtain'd leave for the benefit of the air, 
to put my head behind the curtains, which. 
were drawn all the way, for fear his reve- 
rence ſhould catch coe. 
Thus we jogg d on, ſtopping every two 
leagues to leflen the fatigue ot the jour- 
ney, and to give the director opportunity 
to refreſh himſelf. The ſcar of the coach 
was tull of comfits and cordials, and the 
pious perſonage was ſo temporate as to 
79 . eat 
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eat but three times of the fix that we 
ſtopp'd. 
I had very little converſation with him; 
for he ſeem d wholly taken up, as he lay 
at length on his cuſhions, in giving thanks 


to the lord for his mercies to his unwor- 


thy ſervant, and the bleſſings pour d down 
upon him; till at laſt ſleep clos'd his eyes, 
and put an end to his devout ejaculations. 

As ſoon as we arriv'd near the lady's 
caſtle whether we were going, her people 
ran to give her notice of it, and ſhe came 


forth to meet us, accompany'd by two 


devout ladies; who, when the director 
was got out of the coach, took him under 
the arms to help him to mount ſome ſteps 
which led to the hall, where they ſeated 
him in an elbow-chair to reſt himſelf, till 
he had recover d ſtrength to get up to his 
apartment. When he was ſat, a chamber- 
maid, with low courteſies, preſented him 
ſome ſoop to ſtay his ſtomach till ſupper. 
When he return'd the porringer, he hap- 
pen'd to ſay that the ſoop was a little too 
high ſeaſon d: preſently the lady of the 
houſe flew into ſuch a paſſion, as if ſhe 
would have kill'd the cook for his error ; 
ſo angry was ſhe, that the fellow ſhould 
have no more care how he ſeaſon d the 

rieſt's ſoop. The cook promis'd to mend 


s hand the next time; and by the di- 
rector's 


» # 
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rector's mediation, who ſaid, one ſhould 
return good for evil, he was pardon'd. 

By the deſcription of his entertainment 
hitherto, the reader may judge how: he 
was treated all the reſt of the time that 
he ſtay'd there, which was about eight 
days: I never ſaw more plenty nor more 
delicacy. I admir'd the doctor's good 
ſtomach, that could diſpenſe with four 
meals a day, one of which would have been 
ſufficient for me. | 
I could not forbear rallying the lady on 
her extravagance ; who, to furniſh out the 
treats for the director, had always night 
and day ſeveral men on horſeback riding 
poſt to and from Paris to fetch green peaſe, 
which were then a- rarity, and coſt ten 
crowns a peck. 

The jeſts that I was ſo free to make on 
this expence made them look on me as one 
of the profane; and from that time the 
lady would never admit me to partake of 
the good cheer which ſhe provided for her 
director. | I "a 

The other devout perſons of the fair 
{ex whom I became acquainted with, dif- 
ferr'd very little from this ; and I cannot 
imagine how, with all their ſenſuality 
and intemperance, they could be ſo blind 
as to think themſelves religious as to other 


things, | fk 
I muſt 
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T muſt confeſs I did not believe they 


were ſo ſtapid as to ſuffer themſelves ro be 
betray'd into any criminal pleaſures ; and 
Jam perſwaded, that all the reſpe& which 
they paid their directors was merely out 
of the opinion rhey had of their ſanRiry, 


The good fathers ought to have corrected 


them, and reprov d them for what was 
amiſs in their expence, and their cares 
about them: but it is rare for perſons to 
be ſo ſcrupulous not to forgive themſelves 
a little ſenſuality and ſelf- love, eſpecially 
it they have no greater erimes lying on 
their conſciences. a 

The lady I laſt mention'd was the 
friend of another lady altogether as de- 
vout, who behay'd her ſelf, with reſpect 
to her children, as ſhe did with relation 


to her husband: ſhe took no manner of 


care of their education; and while ſlie 
kept a great houſe and a plentiful table at 
Paris, ſhe put her children out to board 
in the country at a very mean price, and 
that ill-pay'd, in a place where her ſons 
were bred up by- ordinary: maſters, little 
able to inſtru& them in what they ought 
to Earn: THE 


. 


This woman did the very ſame thing, 
as ſhe pretended; out of love to another 
world, that my mother had -done out of 
affection to this; and was more wicked e 
— er 
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her pretence to gedlineſs than my mother, 

in the purſuit of han A; She obli- 
ged her children to ſhut themſelves up in 
religious houſes; and that ſort. of life 
being againſt their humours, brought them 
almoſt all to miſerable ends ; ſome. of, 
them dy'd of grief, others, after having 
jump'd over the walls, led a wandring 
vagabond lite, travell'd into ſtrange coun- 
tries and were never heard of, However, 
no body durſt make mention of them to 
their mother, who liv'd without ſcruple, 
buſying her ſelf wholly about the good 
works which ſhe reckon'd neceſſary for 
ſalvation, while ſhe was deficient in the 
moſt eſſential duties. | 

Sometimes I would fain have repreſen- 
ted to her how much ſhe was to blame to 
neglect her own oft-fpring,: but I conſider d 
it did not belong to me to reprove thoſe 
who were noted for their devotion; and 
I knew very well, that to acquire the re- 
putation of an able man with theſe de- 
vouts, one muſt never adviſe them to any 
thing that does not flatter their affectati- 
on of godlineſs. 

I confeſs this did not very much increaſe 
my good opinion of the devout ; and ſo 
many good works to ſo little purpoſe put 
all thoughts of devotion out of my head. 
It was my misfortune to light upon - 

wo 
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worſt of the profeſſion; for if there are 
ſome who are a ſcandal to it, there are 
others who are an honour; and if I had: 
known theſe latter ſooner, perhaps I had 
not deferr'd my retirement to the laſt of 


my days. | 
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